Lehighton Area School District
1000 Union Street
Lehighton, PA 18235

Monday, September 11, 2023 at 7:00 PM
SPECIAL BOARD MEETING - MINUTES

1. Opening Exercises
A. Opening Exercises
Opening exercises included the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence.

B. Call to Order
Board President, J. Beers called the Special Board Meeting to order at 7:03 PM.

C. Roll Call
PR/AB
PR Ms. Joy Beers PR Mr. Nathan Foeller PR |Mr. Brian Shaner
PR Mr. Richard R. Beltz | PR** |[Mr. Jeremy Glaush PR Mrs. Kerry Sittler
PR Ms. Barbara Bowes PR Ms. Heather Neff PR** |Ms. April Walker

** ], Glaush and A. Walker present via Google Meet.

Also Present:

Dr. Christina Fish, Superintendent

Mrs. Mary Figura, Assistant to the Superintendent
Mr. Edward Rarick, Business Administrator

Ms. Janine Partenio, Recording Secretary

Rita Spinelli, Jarrad Hedes, Dave Krause, D’Ache Zelrick, Sue Benczkowski, Nicole Hayes, Kenny Eck, Stephen Ebbert,
Tiffany Strausberger, Aaron Sebelin, Gretchen Laviolette, Samantha Kistler, Sue Howland, Floyd Brown.

D. Purpose of Special Meeting

As per the advertisement in the Times News on Saturday, August 12, 2023: "The Lehighton Area School District will be
holding a Special Board Meeting on Monday, September 11, 2023 at 7:00 PM, in the Administration Office Board Room at
1000 Union Street, Lehighton, PA 18235 to take action on a settlement agreement, candidates for hire and curriculum
materials..."

E. Public Comment

Rita Spinelli

I just came to comment on Mr. Cleaver's settlement and I'm glad it's finally being settled. I know that the District has a
deductible for an insurance payment that's going to come out, but I think the taxpayers got away very easily. I also would
like to commend Mr. Cleaver for signing. He never did want to break this District and affect the taxpayers, and now I'm just
happy that both sides can go forward.

2. Action Items

A. Settlement Agreement

MOTION by J. Glaush, SECONDED by H. Neff, to accept the resolution to approve the settlement agreement and general
release with former Superintendent Jonathan Cleaver.

Brian Shaner
I have a question. I'm sorry. This is going to go through our insurance, there was a discussion about that. But as far as an
increase goes... I understand that there is going to be potentially increased insurance costs because of that.

Ed Rarick
There's been no discussion with the insurance company about that.

Brian Shaner
Is it a fair estimate to say that there will be an increase on payments to our insurance policy, in your experience?



Ed Rarick
It's fair, yes.

Barbara Bowes
Is it fair to say that if this was not settled, and we kept litigation going, it would increase it even more?

Ed Rarick

Yes.
Roll Call Vote:

Yes No Absent  Abstention

Mr. Nathan Foeller, Member X 0 0 0
Mr. Jeremy Glaush, Member X 0 0 0
Mr. Brian Shaner, Member 0 X 0 0
Mrs. Kerry Sittler, Vice-President X 0 0 0
Ms. April Walker, Member X 0 0 0
Ms. Heather Neff, Member X 0 0 0
Mr. Richard R. Beltz, Member X 0 0 0
Ms. Barbara Bowes, Treasurer X 0 0 0
Ms. Joy Beers, President X 0 0 0
YES - _8 NO- _ 1 ABSENT - _ 0 ABSTENTIONS - _ 0

B. Bowes stated she voted yes, in the interest of moving forward.

B. Candidates for Employment

MOTION by N. Foeller, SECONDED by K. Sittler, to approve the following candidates for employment in accordance with the
respective contracts:

Carrie Kenny - Pupil Services Department Head

Stephanie Kulpa as a Mentor for Renee Marciante
Yvette Sharrow as a Mentor for Anna Leigh Conway

VOTE: YES - 9 NO- _0O ABSENT - 0 ABSTENTIONS - _0

C. Candidates for the Substitute List
MOTION by B. Bowes, SECONDED by K. Sittler, to approve the following list of requested candidates for the 2023-2024
Substitute List, pending any necessary paperwork:

Julee Phillips - Substitute Teacher
Casi Reichard - Substitute Teacher
Angela Trainer - Substitute Teacher

VOTE: YES - 9 NO - _0 ABSENT - 0 ABSTENTIONS - _0

D. Candidates for Athletic Coaching/Manager or Extracurricular Activities
MOTION by B. Bowes, SECONDED by N. Foeller, to approve the following requests for Athletic Coaching/Manager
Candidates, as per contracted rates, pending any necessary paperwork:

Doug Bowman - Winter Weight Training Advisor

Spring 2024
Joseph Dietz - Head Baseball Coach

Cody Schuler - Head Tennis Coach
Erica Pagotto - Head Track and Field

VOTE: VYES - 9 NO- _0 ABSENT - 0 ABSTENTIONS - _0
E. Curriculum Associates/iReady
MOTION by B. Bowes, SECONDED by K. Sittler, to approve the additional purchase of curricular materials from Curriculum

Associates for the iReady Program in Grades K-8.

Barbara Bowes
Is this over and above what we already approved?



Mary Figura
Yes, so after the summer, we've had an increase in enrollment especially with primary grades. They've gone up and so we
needed some extra materials for grades K-3.

Barbara Bowes
Okay, so it was just for incoming students.

Mary Figura
Yes. It's for the increased enrollment from when I did the numbers originally.

Barbara Bowes
Okay, I just wanted to clarify. Thank you.

3. Communications
A. Public Comment
None at the time.

B. Adjournment
MOTION by B. Bowes, SECONDED by N. Foeller, to adjourn the Meeting.

VOTE: YES - 9 NO - _0 ABSENT - 0 ABSTENTIONS - _0

The September 11, 2023 Special Board Meeting was adjourned at 7:11 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Edward Rarick, Board Secretary
By Janine Partenio, Recording Secretary



