
High School Planning Checklist 

Follow @mngoestocollege on Facebook and Instagram for college and financial aid planning tips! Share your #whyapply story. 

For 12th grade students 

PLAN APPLY ENGAGE 
 Stay organized and plan ahead.  Apply for college admission.  Get it done!

� Take the ACT or SAT if you haven’t taken it 
or want to re-take it. Send test scores to 
colleges you plan to apply to. 

� Narrow your list of colleges: 3 to 5 is a good 
number. Always have a backup plan! 

� Finalize your personal statement or essay 
and draft a resume. 

� Request letters of recommendation and 
transcripts for your applications. 

� October is College Knowledge Month: many 
schools in Minnesota are waiving college 
application fees during October. 

� Make sure that your high school transcript, 
test scores, letters of recommendation and 
other supplemental materials are sent to 
colleges by their deadlines. 

� Check your email regularly – this will be the 
main way colleges will contact you.  

� No slacking on grades! Many colleges and 
scholarship applications look at 2nd 
semester grades.  

� Consider applying for a summer program at 
a university, or an internship or job in a field 
you’re interested in.  

� Remember that many college orientations 
happen during the summer so include this 
in your plans.  

� If you are male, you must register with 
Selective Service within 30 days (before or 
after) your 18th birthday. If you don’t, you 
will not be eligible for federal financial aid 
for college. 

� Look for decision letters and financial aid 
award letters; keep track of next steps.  

� Make a decision! Pay attention to 
acceptance deadlines and completing 
appropriate forms.  

 Make a plan for paying for college.  Apply for financial aid.

� Create a FSA ID and gather all the 
information you will need to apply for 
federal financial aid (FAFSA). 

� Explore financial aid and scholarships and 
make a list of deadlines and required 
materials. 

� Apply for as many scholarships as you can 
and stay on top of deadlines. 

� Submit your FAFSA, which is available 
October 1. Consider attending a hands-on 
workshop for completing the FAFSA. 

� Add all of the schools where you plan to 
apply to the FAFSA. 

� Make sure your Student Aid Report (SAR) is 
correct and make any changes. 


