
 

 

 

News for the Week of November 26 
 

All School 

Construction Notice: Fondren Road/South Piney Point Road 
The City of Houston has begun repair work on the sanitation line between Fondren Road and 
South Piney Point Road. For details, please review the email we sent on November 18.  
  

Let’s Make It a White Out! First Boys Basketball Home Games Are This Tuesday 
Hey, Wolf Pack—save the date! St. Francis’s JV and Varsity Boys Basketball 
teams’ first home games are this Tuesday, November 28, against Episcopal High School in 
the Crum Gym. Let’s Back the Pack and make it a White Out! 

• JV Boys Basketball Game: 5:30 p.m. 
• Varsity Boys Basketball Game: 7:00 p.m. 

  

Bookopoly Book Fair: Join Us This Wednesday and Thursday 
Join us at the Bookopoly Book Fair this Wednesday, November 29, and Thursday, 
November 30!  

WHEN WILL MY STUDENT VISIT THE BOOK FAIR? 
All students in grades K–8 will have a designated time to visit the Book Fair on November 29 
or 30. Parents, grandparents, and special friends are invited to come shop with their 
student during their designated Book Fair time. 

• Lower School Schedule to Visit Book Fair (by Class) 
• Middle School Schedule to Visit Book Fair (by Class) (Middle School students will 

visit with their English class.)  

https://www.stfrancishouston.org/academics/weekly-division-info#fs-panel-2903
https://portals.veracross.com/stfrancishouston/email/fff78d3dfe29408e/construction-near-couper-campus
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kP4P1sNo1HJ3E7U3gYXZNmkJVbrE40vBleeUM9PQV_4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PFssTPmZ_8pDvHeUuJ0C0foCrYpW0fKVRBBrKL10GJY/edit?usp=sharing


The Book Fair will also be open on November 29 from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. and on November 
30 from 7:00 to 8:30 a.m. We encourage our families with Primary School students to 
plan on visiting during these times.  

WHAT FORMS OF PAYMENT ARE ACCEPTED? 
Books may be purchased with eWallet funds, credit cards, or cash. Create an eWallet for 
your student to make shopping easy. 

HOW CAN I DONATE TO CLASSROOM LIBRARIES? 
If you would like to donate funds for classroom libraries, the eWallet links for teachers are 
listed here. 

HOW ARE BOOK FAIR PROCEEDS USED? 
All proceeds from the Book Fair will be used to purchase new books for the library collection, 
which will help us continue to build a community of strong and joyful readers. 

We thank you for your support and look forward to seeing you this week in the library! 
  

Last Chance to Purchase Holiday Poinsettias  
LAST CHANCE! Support the fine arts at St. Francis and Friends of Fine Arts by 
purchasing beautiful holiday poinsettias grown by The Brookwood Community. Order yours 
today, then plan to pick them up in the afternoon this Thursday, November 30, or in the 
morning or afternoon this Friday, December 1, on Couper Campus. Click here for details 
and to purchase your poinsettias today! 
  

Help Make Christmas Merry and Bright for Our St. Francis Teachers and Staff! 
The St. Francis Parents Organization (SFPO) invites you to contribute to this year’s SFPO 
Christmas Gift Fund as a way to show your appreciation to all those who teach, support, and 
love your children at St. Francis. Please make your contribution by this Friday, 
December 1. 

• This program has been very successful over the years due to the generosity of our 
parent community. Giving to the fund is the very best way to show your appreciation 
for the faculty and staff of St. Francis. A cash gift is at the top of every employee’s 
Christmas wish list! 

• As a reminder, the School Handbook asks that parents do not organize additional 
class gifts. The SFPO Christmas Gift Fund is distributed evenly to all employees, 
including teachers, staff, sextons, Dining Hall personnel, full-time security officers, and 
full- and part-time coaches. 

• To make a contribution, please click here. 
  

New Explore and Extend Registration Portal Launches December 4 
Beginning Monday, December 4, we will launch an exclusive registration portal for all things 

https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/content/fairs/how-ewallet-works.html?fairId=5539043
https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/content/fairs/how-ewallet-works.html?fairId=5539043
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wA61P-LEyDubr4zBpkO1mW0j-Ua_1ot9Tc8WJ5T-ji0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wA61P-LEyDubr4zBpkO1mW0j-Ua_1ot9Tc8WJ5T-ji0/edit?usp=sharing
https://events.veracross.com/stfrancishouston/128-Poinsettias
https://events.veracross.com/stfrancishouston/128-Poinsettias
https://events.veracross.com/stfrancishouston/128-Poinsettias
https://www.stfrancishouston.org/facultystaffgiftcollection
https://www.stfrancishouston.org/facultystaffgiftcollection
https://www.stfrancishouston.org/facultystaffgiftcollection


Explore and Extend and School of Music. The new portal will facilitate registration for the 
following: 

• Explore and Extend After-School Care 
• Daily Drop-ins to Explore and Extend 
• Enrichment Classes for Spring and Fall 
• School of Music Lessons for Spring and Fall 
• Summer on the Point Camps 
• Parents’ Night Out Events 

Stay tuned for more details! 

 
Spring Enrichment Classes: Registration Opens December 13 
Mark your calendar! Registration for Explore and Extend Spring 2024 enrichment classes will 
launch on Wednesday, December 13, at 10:00 a.m. Click here for a sneak peak at the class 
list! The full schedule of classes will also be posted next week on the Explore & Extend web 
page. 

Please note the following changes to Explore and Extend, beginning this spring: 

• The enrichment-class schedule on Piney Point Campus will include two time 
frames—classes that begin at 2:45 p.m. and classes that begin at 3:45 p.m. The new 
schedule provides more choices for students who dismiss earlier in the afternoon and 
opens more spots for students at 3:45 p.m. 

• On Couper Campus, we will be adding enrichment classes for our Pre-Primary 
students. 

• Beginning January 1, 2024, Explore and Extend drop-in rates will be as follows: 
• $35 per day until 4:30 p.m.   
• $35 per day from enrichment-class dismissal until 6:00 p.m. 
• $50 per day until 6:00 p.m. 

• We will be offering Homework Club for our Lower School students between 
dismissal and 4:00 p.m. More details to come! 

 

Primary School 
 
A Note About Gratitude From Fr. Wismer 
I hope that your Thanksgiving holiday was filled with good things for which to give thanks—
connecting with friends and family, enjoying the great outdoors, and gathering around the 
table for the Thanksgiving feast. 

Every month, our St. Francis students focus on a new virtue. The virtue for November is 
gratitude. Being grateful is a discipline that blesses us. When we wake in the morning, or in 

https://www.stfrancishouston.org/fs/resource-manager/view/d14f0e8a-498b-4408-9809-f12a1b75952f
https://www.stfrancishouston.org/life-at-st-francis/wolf-watch#fs-panel-16032


the night, the first things to come to mind are often the things that cause us anxiety, or worry, 
or frustration. Usually, we can make a pretty long list.  

But we need to develop a discipline of remembering all the good things in our lives and of 
giving thanks for them. It takes a conscious effort. But when we begin to make the list of the 
blessings in our life, the list gets very long, indeed. 

Since we have been celebrating Native American Indian Heritage Month, here is a wonderful 
parable that I have always loved: 

A young Cherokee boy was struggling to do the right thing, but wasn’t always 
successful. He wanted to do right, but was often getting into trouble for doing what 
wasn’t right. He was churned up inside over this, and didn’t know what to do. 

One evening, he went to his grandfather, an elder in the Cherokee Nation, and shared 
with him his dilemma. 

His grandfather paused and pondered this for a moment. He then told his grandson 
that a battle goes on inside of everyone.   

“My son, the battle is between two wolves inside us all,” he said. “They are in a 
ferocious fight. One is a bad wolf. It symbolizes the anger, jealousy, envy, hatred, 
greed, and arrogance in our hearts. 

“The other wolf is the good wolf. It symbolizes the good in our hearts—the love, faith, 
hope, joy, peace, humility, kindness, generosity, and compassion.” 

The grandson’s eyes got wide with anxiety.  

“Which wolf wins?” he asked his grandfather. 

The old Cherokee simply replied, “The one you feed.” 

The discipline of gratitude is one of the things that feeds the good wolf best. So let’s develop 
the habit of saying thanks for all our blessings, and of allowing a spirit of gratitude to guide 
our thoughts and actions, our steps and choices. 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. —Psalm 136:1 

Gratefully,  

Fr. Bob Wismer 
Senior Chaplain 
 



Mark Your Calendar 

Monday, November 27 

• Open Library: 3:00 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, November 28 

• Chapel: Primary II parents may attend 

 

Wednesday, November 29 

• Chapel: Primary I parents may attend 
• Book Fair in Crum Library (Piney Point Campus): Primary School families are 

encouraged to visit from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. 

 

Thursday, November 30 

• Book Fair in Crum Library (Piney Point Campus): Primary School families are 
encouraged to visit from 7:00 to 8:30 a.m. 

 

Monday, December 4 

• Open Library: 3:00 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, December 5 

• Chapel: Primary II parents may attend 

 

Wednesday, December 6 

• Chapel: Primary I parents may attend 



 

Monday, December 11 

• Open Library: 3:00 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, December 12 

• Chapel: Primary II parents may attend 

 

Wednesday, December 13 

• Chapel: Primary I parents may attend 

 

Monday, December 18 

• Primary I Christmas Parties: 1:30 p.m. 
• Open Library: 3:00 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, December 19 

• Primary II Nativities and Parties 
o 9:00 a.m.—Hughes 
o 10:00 a.m.—Wiener 
o 12:00 p.m.—Capasso 
o 1:00 p.m.—Owens 

 

Wednesday, December 20 

• Primary I and Primary II Lessons and Carols Chapel: No parents in Chapel—students 
only 

• Pre-Primary Christmas Parties: 1:45 p.m. 

 



Thursday, December 21 

• Early Dismissal at 11:00 a.m. 
• No Explore and Extend 

 

Friday, December 22–Friday, January 5 

• Christmas Break: No school 

 

Lower School 
  

A Note About Gratitude From Fr. Wismer 
I hope that your Thanksgiving holiday was filled with good things for which to give thanks—
connecting with friends and family, enjoying the great outdoors, and gathering around the 
table for the Thanksgiving feast. 

Every month, our St. Francis students focus on a new virtue. The virtue for November is 
gratitude. Being grateful is a discipline that blesses us. When we wake in the morning, or in 
the night, the first things to come to mind are often the things that cause us anxiety, or worry, 
or frustration. Usually, we can make a pretty long list.  

But we need to develop a discipline of remembering all the good things in our lives and of 
giving thanks for them. It takes a conscious effort. But when we begin to make the list of the 
blessings in our life, the list gets very long, indeed. 

Since we have been celebrating Native American Indian Heritage Month, here is a wonderful 
parable that I have always loved: 

A young Cherokee boy was struggling to do the right thing, but wasn’t always 
successful. He wanted to do right, but was often getting into trouble for doing what 
wasn’t right. He was churned up inside over this, and didn’t know what to do. 

One evening, he went to his grandfather, an elder in the Cherokee Nation, and shared 
with him his dilemma. 

His grandfather paused and pondered this for a moment. He then told his grandson 
that a battle goes on inside of everyone.   

“My son, the battle is between two wolves inside us all,” he said. “They are in a 
ferocious fight. One is a bad wolf. It symbolizes the anger, jealousy, envy, hatred, 
greed, and arrogance in our hearts. 

https://www.stfrancishouston.org/life-at-st-francis/wolf-watch#fs-panel-16034


“The other wolf is the good wolf. It symbolizes the good in our hearts—the love, faith, 
hope, joy, peace, humility, kindness, generosity, and compassion.” 

The grandson’s eyes got wide with anxiety.  

“Which wolf wins?” he asked his grandfather. 

The old Cherokee simply replied, “The one you feed.” 

The discipline of gratitude is one of the things that feeds the good wolf best. So let’s develop 
the habit of saying thanks for all our blessings, and of allowing a spirit of gratitude to guide 
our thoughts and actions, our steps and choices. 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. —Psalm 136:1 

Gratefully,  

Fr. Bob Wismer 
Senior Chaplain 

 
December 6 Is a Late-Start Day 
Parents, please note that Wednesday, December 6, is a Late-Start Day. Classes will begin at 
10:00 a.m. on this day. 
  

Mark Your Calendar 

Monday, November 27 

• Deadline to Return Student Portfolios and Parent Reflections 
• Chapel for Grades K–4 

o 8:20 a.m. in the St. Francis Episcopal Church Sanctuary 
o Please be advised that there are limited parking spots in front of the school. 

 

Wednesday, November 29 

• Book Fair in Crum Library: View the LS Book Fair Visitation Schedule (by Class) 

 

  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kP4P1sNo1HJ3E7U3gYXZNmkJVbrE40vBleeUM9PQV_4/edit?usp=sharing


Thursday, November 30 

• Chapel for Grades K–4 
o 8:20 a.m. in the St. Francis Episcopal Church Sanctuary 
o Please be advised that there are limited parking spots in front of the school. 

• Book Fair in Crum Library: View the LS Book Fair Visitation Schedule (by Class) 

 

Friday, December 1 

• St. Nicholas Toy Ingathering With Santa: Student-only event 

 

Monday, December 4 

• Chapel for Grades K–4 
o 8:20 a.m. in the St. Francis Episcopal Church Sanctuary 
o Please be advised that there are limited parking spots in front of the school. 

 

Tuesday, December 5 

• Kindergarten Christmas Concert: 9:00–9:30 a.m. in the Fine Arts Center 

 

Wednesday, December 6 

• Late-Start Day: 10:00 a.m. 

 

Thursday, December 7 

• Eucharist Chapel for Grades K–4 
o 8:20 a.m. in the St. Francis Episcopal Church Sanctuary 
o Please be advised that there are limited parking spots in front of the school. 

 

  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kP4P1sNo1HJ3E7U3gYXZNmkJVbrE40vBleeUM9PQV_4/edit?usp=sharing


Monday, December 11 

• Chapel for Grades K–4 
o 8:20 a.m. in the St. Francis Episcopal Church Sanctuary 
o Please be advised that there are limited parking spots in front of the school. 

• First- and Second-Grade Christmas Concert: 1:00–2:00 p.m. in the Fine Arts Center 

 

Tuesday, December 12 

• Third- and Fourth-Grade Christmas Concert: 1:00–2:00 p.m. in the Fine Arts Center 

 

Thursday, December 14 

• Chapel for Grades K–4 
o 8:20 a.m. in the St. Francis Episcopal Church Sanctuary 
o Please be advised that there are limited parking spots in front of the school. 

 

Friday, December 15 

• Joyful Sounds/MS/US Choir Christmas Concert: 6:30–7:15 p.m. at Memorial Drive 
Presbyterian Church 

 

Middle School 
  

A Note About Gratitude From Fr. Wismer 
I hope that your Thanksgiving holiday was filled with good things for which to give thanks—
connecting with friends and family, enjoying the great outdoors, and gathering around the 
table for the Thanksgiving feast. 

Every month, our St. Francis students focus on a new virtue. The virtue for November is 
gratitude. Being grateful is a discipline that blesses us. When we wake in the morning, or in 
the night, the first things to come to mind are often the things that cause us anxiety, or worry, 
or frustration. Usually, we can make a pretty long list.  

But we need to develop a discipline of remembering all the good things in our lives and of 
giving thanks for them. It takes a conscious effort. But when we begin to make the list of the 
blessings in our life, the list gets very long, indeed. 

https://www.stfrancishouston.org/life-at-st-francis/wolf-watch#fs-panel-16036


Since we have been celebrating Native American Indian Heritage Month, here is a wonderful 
parable that I have always loved: 

A young Cherokee boy was struggling to do the right thing, but wasn’t always 
successful. He wanted to do right, but was often getting into trouble for doing what 
wasn’t right. He was churned up inside over this, and didn’t know what to do. 

One evening, he went to his grandfather, an elder in the Cherokee Nation, and shared 
with him his dilemma. 

His grandfather paused and pondered this for a moment. He then told his grandson 
that a battle goes on inside of everyone.   

“My son, the battle is between two wolves inside us all,” he said. “They are in a 
ferocious fight. One is a bad wolf. It symbolizes the anger, jealousy, envy, hatred, 
greed, and arrogance in our hearts. 

“The other wolf is the good wolf. It symbolizes the good in our hearts—the love, faith, 
hope, joy, peace, humility, kindness, generosity, and compassion.” 

The grandson’s eyes got wide with anxiety.  

“Which wolf wins?” he asked his grandfather. 

The old Cherokee simply replied, “The one you feed.” 

The discipline of gratitude is one of the things that feeds the good wolf best. So let’s develop 
the habit of saying thanks for all our blessings, and of allowing a spirit of gratitude to guide 
our thoughts and actions, our steps and choices. 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. —Psalm 136:1 

Gratefully,  

Fr. Bob Wismer 
Senior Chaplain 
  

Grade 7: Field Trip to Alley Theatre Is December 5 
St. Francis’s seventh-grade students will be attending an Alley Theatre performance of A 
Christmas Carol on Tuesday, December 5. Students will board buses at 8:45 a.m. and will 
return at 1:00 p.m. They must wear their dress uniforms. 



• With rich Victorian costumes, exciting magical elements created by acclaimed 
illusionist Jim Steinmeyer, and beautifully sung holiday carols, A Christmas Carol tells 
the beloved story of Scrooge and his miraculous transformation. 

• To prepare for the event, all seventh graders will read a graphic novel of A Christmas 
Carol by Charles Dickens. The Advanced English students have also read the full-
length novel, researched a literary allusion pertinent to the Victorian time period, and 
created a short slideshow to share with their peers.  

• After the performance, students will participate in a “talk-back” facilitated by the Alley 
Theatre actors and stage-crew members. 
  

December 6 Is a Late-Start Day 
Parents, please note that Wednesday, December 6, is a Late-Start Day. Classes will begin at 
10:00 a.m. on this day. 
  

ERB Makeups Are December 6 
If your student missed the ERBs, please note that makeup tests will be held in the morning of 
the next Late-Start Day—Wednesday, December 6. Students taking the ERB makeup test 
should arrive at school at 7:30 a.m. and go to Mrs. Fuller-Willis’s classroom in the fifth-grade 
hallway. They will then join other students when classes begin at 10:00 a.m. on this day.   

 
Celebrate Your Eighth Grader With a Yearbook Ad 
You are invited to purchase a student recognition ad in the 2023–24 edition of The Howler, 
St. Francis’s yearbook. Yearbook ads are a great way to commemorate your eighth grader’s 
experiences at St. Francis and to celebrate their accomplishments and contributions to 
special teams or clubs. Parents will design and pay for recognition ads through the Jostens 
platform. Click here for more information. Click here to view the flyer. 

 
Note On Early Pickup for Students in Grades 6–8 
If you are planning on picking up your sixth-, seventh-, or eighth-grade student after 2:35 
p.m., you will need to go to Athletics and sign them out. 

• If your student plays a sport, you will need to email the coach ahead of time and then 
walk to the coach and sign them out. 

• If your student is in PE, you will need to sign them out with the PE instructor in the 
OAC or gym. 

• For teams on Piney Point Campus, please remember that parking at Ecclesia is not 
allowed. Instead, park at the front of the school and enter through the Courtyard to go 
to the fields or gyms. 

• Please email Kelly Murray with any questions. 
  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WCXqSrES91xQ3kc5v-I7wNJl0Mo_zY8zs5HwEKK0QAM/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RxUriUIimZYRBSvnPNfnSBVUV29D1-d6/view?usp=drive_link
mailto:kmurray@stfrancishouston.org


Submit Fall Sports Photos for the Yearbook 
The Yearbook needs your fall sports photos! Click here to submit photos. With questions, 
please email Monica Gutierrez, yearbook advisor. 
  

A Note About Community Service Hours 
St. Francis Episcopal School recognizes and celebrates students who involve themselves in 
helping others. During the 2023–24 school year, students in each grade level are required 
to complete a minimum number of service hours, as follows: 

• Fifth Grade: 10 hours 
• Sixth Grade: 10 hours 
• Seventh Grade: 15 hours 
• Eighth Grade: 20 hours 

At the Recognition and Awards Ceremony in the spring, students in any grade level who 
have completed 20, 30, 50, or 100+ service hours during the school term will receive 
a certificate recognizing their achievements. In addition, one graduating student will be 
recognized for exemplifying and representing the quality of being a “person for others.” 

To submit your service hours, complete this Community Service Hours Request Form and 
drop it off in the Middle School Office or email it to Kelly Murray. 
  

Mark Your Calendar 

Monday, November 27 

• “B” Day 
• Dress Uniform 
• Middle School Chapel: 9:55 a.m. in the St. Francis Episcopal Church Sanctuary 

 

Tuesday, November 28 

• “A” Day 
• Regular Uniform 

 

Wednesday, November 29 

• “B” Day 
• Regular Uniform 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V5VWbI_fkLyf61SmOvcVCpnbzfvYcnfGU7NJvMwEA1g/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:mgutierrez@stfrancishouston.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iwGtAQgBkZjOJTbwUzFkKcDJTbRuPCCJ/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114366889468877546532&rtpof=true&sd=true
mailto:kmurray@stfrancishouston.org


• Book Fair in Crum Library: View the MS Book Fair Visitation Schedule (by Class) 

 

Thursday, November 30 

• “A” Day 
• Regular Uniform 
• Book Fair in Crum Library: View the MS Book Fair Visitation Schedule (by Class) 
• Middle School Chapel: 9:55 a.m. in the St. Francis Episcopal Church Sanctuary 
• Fifth-Grade Crime Stoppers Presentation: 12:30–1:00 p.m. 

 

Friday, December 1 

• “B” Day 
• Regular Uniform or St. Francis Spirit Shirt and Jeans 
• Clubs C2 

 

Upper School 
  

A Note About Gratitude From Fr. Wismer 
I hope that your Thanksgiving holiday was filled with good things for which to give thanks—
connecting with friends and family, enjoying the great outdoors, and gathering around the 
table for the Thanksgiving feast. 

Every month, our St. Francis students focus on a new virtue. The virtue for November is 
gratitude. Being grateful is a discipline that blesses us. When we wake in the morning, or in 
the night, the first things to come to mind are often the things that cause us anxiety, or worry, 
or frustration. Usually, we can make a pretty long list.  

But we need to develop a discipline of remembering all the good things in our lives and of 
giving thanks for them. It takes a conscious effort. But when we begin to make the list of the 
blessings in our life, the list gets very long, indeed. 

Since we have been celebrating Native American Indian Heritage Month, here is a wonderful 
parable that I have always loved: 

A young Cherokee boy was struggling to do the right thing, but wasn’t always 
successful. He wanted to do right, but was often getting into trouble for doing what 
wasn’t right. He was churned up inside over this, and didn’t know what to do. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PFssTPmZ_8pDvHeUuJ0C0foCrYpW0fKVRBBrKL10GJY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PFssTPmZ_8pDvHeUuJ0C0foCrYpW0fKVRBBrKL10GJY/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.stfrancishouston.org/life-at-st-francis/wolf-watch#fs-panel-16038


One evening, he went to his grandfather, an elder in the Cherokee Nation, and shared 
with him his dilemma. 

His grandfather paused and pondered this for a moment. He then told his grandson 
that a battle goes on inside of everyone.   

“My son, the battle is between two wolves inside us all,” he said. “They are in a 
ferocious fight. One is a bad wolf. It symbolizes the anger, jealousy, envy, hatred, 
greed, and arrogance in our hearts. 

“The other wolf is the good wolf. It symbolizes the good in our hearts—the love, faith, 
hope, joy, peace, humility, kindness, generosity, and compassion.” 

The grandson’s eyes got wide with anxiety.  

“Which wolf wins?” he asked his grandfather. 

The old Cherokee simply replied, “The one you feed.” 

The discipline of gratitude is one of the things that feeds the good wolf best. So let’s develop 
the habit of saying thanks for all our blessings, and of allowing a spirit of gratitude to guide 
our thoughts and actions, our steps and choices. 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. —Psalm 136:1 

Gratefully,  

Fr. Bob Wismer 
Senior Chaplain 

 
December 6 Is a Late-Start Day 
Parents, please note that Wednesday, December 6, is a Late-Start Day. Classes will begin at 
10:00 a.m. on this day. 
  

Midterm Exam Schedule for December 
Please note the following schedule for midterm exams:   

• Friday, December 15: 8:00–11:00 a.m. and 12:00–3:00 p.m. 
• Monday, December 18: 8:00–11:00 a.m. and 12:00–3:00 p.m. 
• Tuesday, December 19: 8:00–11:00 a.m. and 12:00–3:00 p.m. 
• Wednesday, December 20: 8:00–11:00 a.m. and 12:00–3:00 p.m. 
• Thursday, December 21: 8:00–11:00 a.m. 

  



Varsity Yard Signs and Car Decals Make Great Christmas Gifts! 
Need an idea to put under the tree for your athlete or thespian? What about a Varsity yard 
sign or a car decal? St. Francis yard signs and car decals are now available for those who 
have lettered in Music, Art, Theatre, Theatre Tech, Dance, and Cheer, as well as for ALL 
Varsity sports, from Golf and Baseball to Soccer and Track. One sport is included with your 
yard sign, and more sports can be added to your yard sign via additional placards. Click 
here for pictures, and place orders here! 

• Varsity Yard Signs: $100 
• Additional Placards: $25 
• Car Decals for Varsity and JV Sports: $15 

Items will be delivered to the Upper School Office Manager within approximately one week 
from the order date. Questions? Please email Colleen Dunlap. 
  

Reminder: College Family Night for Grades 9 & 10 Is December 5 
Ninth- and tenth-grade students and their parents/guardians are encouraged to attend 
College Family Night on Tuesday, December 5, at 6:30 p.m. in Crum Gym. Come learn more 
about college admissions and how underclassmen can prepare for their future! The event will 
be led by Director of College Counseling Claudia Mejia, along with Trinity University's 
Director of Admissions Gail Roberson and Drake University's Assistant Director of Regional 
Recruitment Jeremy Curtis.  
  

Celebrate Your Senior With a Yearbook Ad! 
Parents of seniors, celebrate your student’s accomplishments and achievements with a 
Yearbook Student Recognition Ad! Click here to view the parent letter, and click here to 
view the ad flyer. 
  

Submit Your Fall Sports Photos for the Yearbook 
The Yearbook needs your fall sports photos! Click here to submit photos. With questions, 
please email Monica Gutierrez, yearbook advisor. 
  

Mark Your Calendar 

Monday, November 27 

• “A” Day 
• Regular Uniform 

 

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LDJ1m3DWpM6B3u_GrVD6JcTlVbZAHCv2/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LDJ1m3DWpM6B3u_GrVD6JcTlVbZAHCv2/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.stfrancishouston.org/booster
mailto:sfpo-booster@stfrancishouston.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S7gHBG0WqLkYxmUWh-3KGpbthIMIiWso/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ReQY8haZJmpmlyBhsdnJg1tfywKGLtrf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ReQY8haZJmpmlyBhsdnJg1tfywKGLtrf/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V5VWbI_fkLyf61SmOvcVCpnbzfvYcnfGU7NJvMwEA1g/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:mgutierrez@stfrancishouston.org


Tuesday, November 28 

• “B” Day 
• Regular Uniform 

 

Wednesday, November 29 

• “A” Day 
• Regular Uniform 
• Upper School Chapel: 10:00–10:30 a.m. in Crum Gym 

 

Thursday, November 30 

• “B” Day 
• Regular Uniform 
• Winter Pep Rally: 10:00–10:30 a.m. in Crum Gym 

 

Friday, December 1 

• “A” Day 
• SFES Spirit Dress: Wear a St. Francis Spirit shirt with full-length jeans or uniform 

bottoms 
• Upper School Chapel: 10:00–10:30 a.m. in Crum Gym 

 

Church 
 
Confirmation Class Fundraiser: Christmas Cards for LOTS 
This year’s Confirmation Class will continue a longtime group tradition for their Christmas 
outreach project benefitting individuals at Lord of the Streets (LOTS). 

• The class will be selling Christmas cards before and after Sunday services today 
(November 26) and on December 10. 

• You may also purchase the cards at any time in the church office or by 
emailing Cindy Huteson. 

• The cards are $5 each and make wonderful Christmas gifts for teachers, coworkers, 
family members, and friends. 

https://www.stfrancishouston.org/life-at-st-francis/wolf-watch#fs-panel-16042
mailto:chuteson@sfch.org


Support the Confirmation Class in this special outreach effort! 
  

Children’s Christmas Party Is December 2 
Join us for the Children’s Christmas Party on Saturday, December 2, from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Bring your family to enjoy a visit from Santa Claus and his elves, reindeer games, face 
painting, balloon art, Christmas crafts, hot chocolate, cookies, and . . . REAL SNOW! 

• Rain boots/water-friendly shoes are recommended. 
• Come in through the main school entrance and elves will guide you to the snow and 

fun! 
• If you would like to help, click here to volunteer. 

  

Make an Advent Wreath on December 3 
On Sunday, December 3, stay after the 9:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. service to participate in the 
treasured St. Francis tradition of making an Advent wreath for your home! 

• We gather to make beautiful tabletop wreaths with fresh evergreens, festive 
decorations, and four candles that symbolize the four weeks of Advent. 

• There is a suggested donation of $25 per wreath. 
• If you would like to help, click here to volunteer. 

  

Outreach Ministries: Opportunities to Serve 
For additional information about any of the following outreach opportunities, please contact 
the church's Director of Outreach Heather Burkhart. 

• Lord of the Streets needs weekday volunteers between 8:00 a.m. and noon to serve 
our homeless neighbors. Over 300 hot meals are served daily. St. Francis also 
collects men’s clothes on an ongoing basis—men’s shoes are always needed. 

• Memorial Assistance Ministries has an urgent plea from the pantry team.  
• The Fair Haven Food Pantry needs volunteers and non-perishable food donations. 

 
Join Us Each Sunday for Our Family-Focused Service and Events 

• Sunday Family Worship Service: 9:00 a.m. 
• Let It Shine Children's Bible Lesson: On Sundays during the 9:00 a.m. Family 

Worship Service, join Mrs. Devlin to learn about the Bible as we act out Scripture with 
costumes and props and pray together. 

• Coffee, Donuts, and Crafts: Every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. (after the 9:00 a.m. Family 
Worship Service), get a cup of coffee and enjoy fellowship while young children color, 
create an art project based on the lesson learned at Let it Shine, and have fun with 
friends. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0e45a9a728a5f49-stfrancis2#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0e45a9a728a5f49-stfrancis2#/
mailto:hpburkhart@hotmail.com


 
Students, Join Us for Weekly Book Studies on Sundays 
On Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in the cafeteria, join your friends for weekly meetings to talk about 
some amazing, Biblically inspired stories. Books will be provided. Please contact Allison 
Devlin to sign up. 

• Grades 1–4: The Dead Sea Squirrels by Mike Nawrocki 
• Grades 5–8: The Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis 

 
High School and Adult Volunteer Opportunities: Sign Up Now 
This year, we are tracking and giving awards to high school students and adults for 
completing hours of service at St. Francis Episcopal Church. 

• There will be a Gold Wolf Award for completing 50+ service hours, a Silver Rabbit 
Award for completing 25–49 service hours, and a Bronze Bird for completing 10–24 
service hours. Award recipients will be recognized in May on Mother’s Day. 

• We need volunteers to help lead weekly book clubs and First Communion Classes, 
set up crafts and supervise kids on Sundays, and serve at events like Pizza and Bingo 
Night, the Blessing of the Animals, the Children’s Christmas Party, and much more! 

• To sign up, please click here or scan the QR code below with your mobile phone: 

 
  

Healing Prayers and Anointings Available 
Healing prayers and anointings are always available after Sunday Eucharist services, or you 
may schedule an appointment with a priest. For more information or to schedule an 
appointment, email Sally Jo Flores or call 832.325.2983. 
  

Share Your Prayer Requests Online 
Share your prayer requests with us using the “Prayer Requests” link on the St. Francis 
Episcopal Church home page. 

 
  

mailto:adevlin@sfch.org
mailto:adevlin@sfch.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0e45a9a728a5f49-stfrancis2#/
mailto:sally@sfch.org
https://www.sfch.org/
https://www.sfch.org/


Bible Studies at St. Francis 

MEN'S BIBLE STUDIES 

• Tuesdays at 7:00–8:00 a.m. 
o Study: Articles of Religion 
o Contact: Fr. David Price 
o Location: La Madeleine (1st, 3rd, and 4th Tuesdays of each month)   

• Second Tuesday of Each Month at 8:00–9:30 a.m. (The next meeting is December 
12.) 

o Study: The Book of Genesis (Life of Jacob) 
o Location: The Corner Bakery (9311 Katy Fwy.), breakfast included 
o Contact: Sally Jo Flores 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES 

• Wednesdays at 9:00–10:00 a.m. 
o Study: Women of the Old Testament 
o Contact: Louise Richman 
o Location: Via Zoom (Contact Louise for additional information.) 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

• Sundays at 10:00–11:00 a.m. 
o Study: Nehemiah 
o Location: Hogan Board Room 
o Contact: George Hippard 

 
How to Watch Sunday Service Via Livestream 
To join St. Francis Episcopal Church’s 9:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. Sunday service via 
livestream, open an Internet browser on your computer, laptop, or phone. Type in the St. 
Francis website—sfch.org. Click on the “Watch Live Stream Worship Services” button. 
Either the 9:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. service will be available. 
 

mailto:dprice@sfch.org
mailto:dprice@sfch.org
https://www.cornerbakerycafe.com/location/memorial
mailto:sally@sfch.org
mailto:louiserichman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:geohipp@yahoo.com
https://www.sfch.org/

