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About Us

▪Ben Mast, Psy.D., NCSP

▪School Psychologist at Interlake

▪6 years with district

▪Case manager for special 

education and 504 evaluations



About Us

▪Catherine Seidelman

▪School Psychologist at Stevenson 

Elementary

▪7th year in district, 11th year as 

psychologist

▪Case manager for special 

education and 504 evaluations, lead 

for special education in building



Session Format
▪PowerPoint informational slides

▪Q&A



Technology Tips

▪Please use Mute button if not 

speaking

▪Please use Raise Hand function if 

you have a question

▪ If on desktop: 

▪ Hold Ctrl and scroll to zoom

▪ Increase volume on your device

▪Use chat function



What is an 
evaluation?

▪ According to WA law:

▪ Evaluation means procedures…to determine whether a 

student has a disability and the nature and extent of the 

special education and related services that the student 

needs.

▪ What is an evaluation NOT?

▪ Screenings

▪ “Just curious”

▪ Diagnosis vs. eligibility determination



Evaluation 
Process

▪ May vary by building

▪ Contact student counselor or psychologist

▪Request for evaluation is made

▪Team meets within 25 school days to 

consider referral

▪ If team determines evaluation is 

warranted, consent must be signed 

and evaluation completed

▪ If team determines evaluation is not 

warranted, the referral is closed



Eval 
Process 
(cont.)

▪Evaluation should be completed 

within 35 school days

▪ School and family may agree to 

EXTEND the evaluation

▪ If evaluation recommends eligibility, 

a plan should be written within 30 

days

▪ If evaluation recommends 

ineligibility, other recommendations 

may be made



Eval 
Process 
(cont.)

▪Team creates IEP

▪ Must have consent from parent to 

implement plan

▪Annual IEP review, Triennial 

reevaluation



When to 
request an 
evalution?

▪Best practice would begin with 

classroom-based interventions

▪Consult with a doctor on treatment

▪ Is the disability impacting learning?



What will happen 
at a referral 
meeting?

▪Sometimes called GT, MDT, Referral 

Team, Step 2

▪Staff may present a file review

▪Questions, conversation, discussion

▪Decision made about next steps



What does an evaluation consist of?





Data Sources

▪“A variety of assessment tools and 

strategies”

▪ Standardized assessments (testing)

▪ Interviews

▪ Grades, attendance, discipline

▪ Intervention progress monitoring

▪ Doctor’s notes, letters, other outside 

agency information

▪ Observations



Who 
participates 
in an 
evaluation?

▪ Parent

▪ Student

▪ School Psychologist

▪ Counselor

▪ Administrator

▪ Special education teacher

▪ General education teacher

▪ Other service providers

▪ PT, OT, Speech, Social Worker

▪ Any other qualified individuals with knowledge of the 

student



Possible Outcomes of an Evaluation

Special education 
eligibility

504 eligibility

No eligibility



What is a 504? 
(brief)

▪ Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973

▪ Prevents discrimination against individuals with 

disabilities in government funded programs

▪ A physical or mental impairment that 

substantially limits one or more major life 

activity

▪ Schools typically implement this protection 

through a 504 Service Plan (504)

▪ In the BSD, a 504 is an accommodation plan

▪ Includes brief description of impairment and 

accommodations decided by the team

▪ Viewable by teachers in Synergy

▪ Updated annually by counselor



IEP vs. 504 
Evaluation 
Differences

504

▪ Typically not as wide in scope

▪ May include testing

IEP

▪ More comprehensive in nature

▪ Require consent in each area of 

assessment



What happens at 
an evaluation 

feedback 
meeting?

▪ Case Manager for evaluation will review results (usually 

a school psychologist, but can be a Speech/Language 

Pathologist)

▪ Parent/Guardian presented with evaluation draft

▪ All evaluators present

▪ Determine whether evaluation data indicates whether a 

student meets eligibility for special education services



What 
determines 

eligibility?

▪ In order to qualify for special 

education:

▪ A student must have a disability as 

defined by the Individuals with 

Disability Education Act (IDEA)

▪ That disability must adversely impact 

their education

▪ That adverse impact must require 

specially designed instruction



What 
determines 

eligibility?
(cont)

▪ Just “struggling” does not 

determine eligibility

▪ The evaluation must rule out

▪ Limited English proficiency

▪ Lack of instruction

▪ Not speaking English is not a 

disability

▪ Disabilities are present across 

settings



Pre-Referral 
Intervention

▪MTSS, RTI, etc. may be suggested 

prior to an evaluation

▪Case law is evolving on this!



Common Issues 
Related to 
Evaluation

▪ Doctor prescription for evaluation

▪ A doctor’s recommendation is not sufficient for 

requiring an evaluation

▪ A diagnosis alone doesn’t determine eligibility; 

the impairment must meet the eligibility 

requirements for special education, determined 

by the education team

▪ Private evaluations/diagnoses do not 

automatically qualify for special education



Q&A
What questions do 

you have about the 

evaluation process?


