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AGENDA FOR TONIGHT

¡ Welcome and Introductions

¡ Information about NJDOE Mandates and PMS course

¡ HiTOPS information, lessons, and Q&A



TONIGHT’S FORMAT

¡ The webinar will be recorded and posted on the district website under 
Princeton Middle School.

¡ The Q&A will be leveraged to answer questions;

¡ As with other district webinars, attendees will type their questions 
into the Q&A box. There will be time dedicated at the end of the 
presentation to answer questions. 



NJDOE MANDATES 
• LGBT and Disabilities Law: (N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35) A board of education shall include instruction on the political, 

economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, 
in an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district’s 
implementation of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards.

• Diversity and Inclusion Law: (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36a) Each school district shall incorporate instruction on diversity 
and inclusion (including sexual and gender identity) in an appropriate place in the curriculum of students K-12 as 
part of the district’s implementation of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards.

• These mandates are separate from the NJDOE’s Health and Physical Education standards and students may not 
opt-out. 

• These lessons help us fulfill the mandates above, but they are not the only ways the district includes these topics.  

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/resources/educators/
https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/socst/docs/DiversityInclusionLaw.PDF
https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/dei/faqs/index.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/dei/faqs/index.shtml


HISTORY OF PPS PARTNERSHIP WITH HITOPS

¡ Relationship with Hi-Tops pre-dates Mr. Burr's arrival in 2010. Relationship pre-dates Amy Wargo's
arrival in 1993.

¡ Hi-Tops has been used as a consultant when HIB investigations involved an allegation where 
perceived sexuality was an identifying characteristic. 

¡ Hi-Tops has led professional development with staff regarding how to be welcoming and inclusive 
of all learners.

¡ Hi-Tops has worked in collaboration with our SAGA club since its inception in 2018.



PATHWAYS COURSE

¡ Three of the lessons will be presented by HiTOPS, with PPS staff present in the classroom.

¡ The remainder of the Pathways course focuses on the following:

o Identities related to race, socioeconomic status, gender identity, and religion;

o The impact of stereotypes, biases, and prejudices;

o The path hatred can take; and

o The role allyship plays.


