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 Topic Functions Grammar Culture 

Chapter 1 
 

 
• The geography of Spain 
• The history of Spain  
• Spanish culture  
 

 
•    How to express past actions  
•    How to refer to specific things  
 

 
• Preterite of regular verbs  
• Preterite of stem-changing verbs  
• Preterite of irregular verbs  
• Nouns and articles  
 

 
• The invasion of the Moors  
• Basque country  
• The Catholic Kings  
• Christopher Columbus  
• Roman influence and architecture  
• Spanish foods  
• Seville, Spain   
• La primavera besaba by Antonio  

Machado  

• El Quixote  

Chapter 2 
 

 
The geography of Ecuador, 
Peru, and Bolivia  
•    The history of Ecuador, 
Peru, and Bolivia  
•    The culture of Ecuador, 
Peru, and Bolivia  

 

 
How to describe habitual past 
actions  
•How to talk about past 
events  
•How to describe actions in 
progress  
•How to make comparisons  
 

 
The imperfect of regular and 
irregular verbs  
•The imperfect and the preterite 
to describe the past 
  and to indicate past actions  
•The progressive tenses  
•The comparative and 
superlative  
•Comparison of equality  
 

 
- Quipu, Incan accounting system  
•    Geography of Peru and Ecuador  
•    Land-locked Bolivia  
•    The Andes Mountains  
•    The Incas  
•    Machu Picchu  
•    Francisco Pizarro, conqueror of the Incan Empire  
•    South American liberators Simón Bolívar and  
     José de San Martín  
•    Otavalo market in Ecuador  
•    Food in Ecuador, Perú, and Bolivia  
 
•    iQuién sabe! by José Santos Chocano  
-    Los comentarios reales by the Inca Garcilaso de  
     la Vega 
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Chapter 3 
 

 
•The geography of Chile, 
Argentina, Paraguay, and 
Uruguay  
•    The history of Chile, 
Argentina, Paraguay, and 
Uruguay  
•    The culture of Chile, 
Argentina, Paraguay, and 
Uruguay 

 

 
•How to describe actions in the 
present  
•    How to state location and 
origin  
•    How to refer to people and 
things already mentioned  
•    How to express surprise, 
interest, and annoyance  
•    How to express affirmative and 
negative ideas 

 
•    The present tense of regular and 
irregular verbs  
•    Ser and estar  
•    Object pronouns  
•    Gustar and verbs like gustar  
•    Affirmative and negative 
expressions 
 
 

 
•    Atacama Desert  
•    Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego  
•    Guarani  
•    Argentine gauchos and the pampas  
•    Evita and Juan Perón  
•    Ushuaia, Argentina  
•    Argentine beef, Chilean seafood  
•    Casa Rosada in Buenos Aires  
•    Martín Fierro by José Hernandez  
-  Historia de dos cachorros de coaí  y dos cachorros de     
     hombre by Horacia Quiroga  

 
Chapter 4 

 

 
• The geography of Central 

American countries   
• The history of Central 

American countries   
• The culture of Central 

American countries  
 

 
• The Central American isthmus  
• The Mayans  
• Capital cities of Central 

America  
• Tikal, Guatemala, largest 

ancient ruined city of the 
Maya civilization  

• Copan, Honduras, and its 
famous stelae  

• Islas de San Bias in Panama  
• Central American cuisine  
• La fatal by Rubén Darío  
• Canción de otoño en 

primavera by Rubén Darío  
• Mis primeros versos 

by Rubén Darío 
 

 
• The Central American isthmus  
• The Mayans  
• Capital cities of Central America  
• Tikal, Guatemala, largest 

ancient ruined city of the 
Maya civilization  

• Copan, Honduras, and its famous 
stelae  

• Islas de San Bias in Panama  
• Central American cuisine  
• La fatal by Rubén Darío  
• Canción de otoño en 

primavera by Rubén Darío  
• Mis primeros versos by 

Rubén Darío 
 

 
• The Central American isthmus  
• The Mayans  
• Capital cities of Central America  
• Tikal, Guatemala, largest ancient ruined city of the Maya civilization  
• Copan, Honduras, and its famous stelae  
• Islas de San Bias in Panama  
• Central American cuisine  
• La fatal by Rubén Darío  
• Canción de otoño en primavera by Rubén Darío  
• Mis primeros versos by Rubén Darío 
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Chapter 5 

 

 
• The Central American 

isthmus  
• The Mayans  
• Capital cities of Central 

America  
• Tikal, Guatemala, largest 

ancient ruined city of the 
Maya civilization  

• Copan, Honduras, and its 
famous stelae  

• Islas de San Bias in Panama  
• Central American cuisine  
• La fatal by Rubén Darío  
• Canción de otoño en 

primavera by Rubén Darío  
• Mis primeros versos 

by Rubén Darío 

 

 
• How to express what 

people do for themselves  
• How to tell what was done or 

what is done in general  
• How to express what you 

have done recently  
• How to describe actions 

completed prior to other 
actions  

• How to express opinions and 
feelings about what has 
happened  

• How to place object 
pronouns in a sentence 

 

 
• Reflexive verbs  
• Passive voice  
• Present perfect  
• Pluperfect  
• Present perfect subjunctive  
• Object pronouns 

  

 
• Indigenous civilizations  
• Hernan Cortes and the conquest of the Aztec Empire  
• September 16. Mexican Independence Day  
• Cinco de Mayo  
• Mexican Revolution of 1910  
• EI Zócalo  
• Teotihuacan  
• Chichén Itzá  
• Mexican cuisine  
• Bosque de Chapultepec  
• Para entonces by Manuel Gutiérrez Nájera  
• Historia verdadera de la conquista de la Nueva España by Bernal 

Díaz del Castillo  
 
 

 
Chapter 6 

 

 
• The geography of Cuba, 

Puerto Rico, and the  
Dominican Republic  

• The history of Cuba. Puerto 
Rico. and the Dominican 
Republic  

• The culture of Cuba. Puerto 
Rico. and the Dominican 
Republic 

 

 
• The future and conditional  
• The future perfect and 

conditional perfect  
• Demonstrative pronouns  
• Possessive pronouns  
• Relative pronouns  
 

 

 
• The future and conditional  
• The future perfect and 

conditional perfect  
• Demonstrative pronouns  
• Possessive pronouns  
• Relative pronouns  
 
 

 
• Mountain ranges in Cuba. Puerto Rico. and the Dominican Republic  
• The climate of the Greater Antilles  
• The exploration of Christopher Columbus  
• The Taino culture  
• Fidel Castro  
• Jose Marti  
• Santo Domingo  
• Havana. Cuba  
• Caribbean food  
• Caves of Camuy  
• Versos sencillos by José Martí  
• E1 ave y el nido by Salomé Ureña  
• Perico Paciencia by Manuel A. Alonso  
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Chapter 7 
 

 
• The geography of 

Venezuela and 
Colombia   

• The history of 
Venezuela and 
Colombia   

• The culture of 
Venezuela and 
Colombia  

 

 
• The geography of 

Venezuela and 
Colombia   

• The history of 
Venezuela and 
Colombia   

• The culture of 
Venezuela and 
Colombia  

 

 
• The geography of 

Venezuela and 
Colombia   

• The history of 
Venezuela and 
Colombia   

• The culture of 
Venezuela and 
Colombia  

 

 
• The geography of Venezuela and Colombia   
• The history of Venezuela and Colombia   
• The culture of Venezuela and Colombia  

 

Chapter 8 
 

 
• Latinos in the United States, 

past and present  
• Your own ethnicity  

 

 
• How to form the 

pluperfect 
subjunctive  

• How to discuss 
contrary-to-fact 
situations   

• How to use definite and 
indefinite articles  

 

 
• Pluperfect subjunctive  
• Clauses with si  
• Subjunctive in adverbial 

clauses  
• Shortened forms of adjectives  
Definite and indefinite articles 

 
• Various street festivals and parades celebrating Latinos 

 in the U.S.  
• History of the term hispano  
• Hispanic celebrities in the U.S.  
• Hispanic cuisine in the U.S.  
• Latin and Spanish architectural influences  
• San Juan, Puerto Rico  
• SI. Augustine, Florida  
• San Antonio, Texas  
• Desde la nieve by Eugenio Florit  
• El caballo mago by Sabine Ulibarrí  
 

 


