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Upcoming Events 
 March 11-15-SPRING BREAK 

 March 18-NO School-In-service Day 

 March 19:  First day of Track   

Practice 3:05-4:45 

 March 21-Track-Parent Info Mtg  

at 5:00 pm 

 March 25-5th Grade Parent     

Information Night  

 April 2-Track Meet-HOME 

 April 4-Track Meet at Tonganoxie 

 April 12-School Dance 

 

 

 

Mill Creek Middle School 

8001 Mize Blvd         
Lenexa, KS 66227 

Main Number                 
913-667-3512 

Attendance Line              
913-422-9698 

 

Website          
www.usd232.org 

 

 

Dear Parents & Guardians: 

 

The Board of Education approved a revised 2018-19 school year calendar at its regular meeting on 

Monday, March 4, 2019. The board accepted the administration's recommendation to modify the 

calendar to respond to the number of emergency closure days used for inclement weather. 

 

What are the changes? 

 schedule Friday, April 19, as a regular school day; 

 schedule Thursday, May 16 as the last day for high school seniors; and 

schedule Friday, May 24 as the last day for students in grades K-11. *This will be a 1/2 day 

with dismissal at 11:12.  NO lunch will be provided.  

Download a printable calendar > https://www.usd232.org/domain/3703 

  

As of Wednesday, February 27, 2019, we have used seven (7) days to close school due to inclement 

weather. The dates were November 26, January 23, 30, February 7, 8, 20, and 27. 

USD 232 plans each school year calendar with four (4) emergency closure / inclement weather 

days. At this point in the school year, we have exceeded the number of days set aside for this pur-

pose by three full days. 

 

In order to ensure our schools maintain the attendance/time requirements for students estab-

lished by the State of Kansas, we will need to make up two of the three extra days in question. 

 

Student Contact Time Requirements 

School districts in Kansas are required by statute to have school years consisting of not less than 

186 school days or a minimum of 1,116 hours of student contact time. The Board of Education 

adopted the 1,116-hour method. For students in grade 12, the amount of time required is 1,086 

hours. Kindergarten students in Kansas are required to have 465 hours per year, but since our 

Kindergarten program is now full day, the district significantly exceeds that threshold and is not 

a concern. 

 

The district calculates the school year calendar to purposely exceed the minimum student contact 

time required by Kansas. The additional instructional time added into the calendar is intentional, 

knowing that more time with students in the classroom supports the district’s vision and mission 

to help all students be successful. In the case of unforeseen circumstances such as emergency clo-

sures, the additional time minimizes the impact to the school year calendar. 

 

This school year and last school year have been active with inclement weather compared to previ-

ous years. 

 2018-19: seven (7) days, to date, used for inclement weather 

 2017-18: five (5) days used for inclement weather 

 2016-17: one (1) day used for inclement weather 

 2015-16: one (1) day used for inclement weather 

 2014-15: no days used for inclement weather 

 

 

https://www.usd232.org/domain/3703
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Vaccination requirements are changing for the 2019-2020 school year! 

 

According to the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, the new requirement states: 

 

Meningococcal (Serogroup A,C,W,Y):  Two doses required.  Doses should be given at entry to 7th grade   

(11-12 years) and 11th grade (16-18 years).   

 

6
th

 grade parents:  Since this is a new vaccination requirement, ALL students currently in 6
th

 grade will need to   

provide proof of one dose of meningococcal vaccine to start 7
th

 grade in the fall of 2019. The second dose should 

be administered before your student starts 11
th

 grade. This vaccine helps protect your student against bacterial 

meningitis.  

 

Your shot record might say MCV, MCV4, MCV40, MCV4P, Meneveo or Menactra. All of these will meet the new      

requirement.   

 

In addition, ALL incoming 7
th

 graders still need to have a TDaP booster shot.  

 

Vaccinations can be obtained at your child’s doctor’s office, most pharmacies (like CVS and Walgreens) as well as 

the Johnson County Health Department.  

 

If your student has already had these vaccines, please get those records to your nurse ASAP. Nurses will have a   

significant amount of data entry with the new requirements so the sooner we can get started, the better.         

Thank you for your help! 

 

If you have any questions, please contact school nurse Brenda Carroll at bcarroll@usd232.org or 913-667-3512.  

 

 

 

Bulletin Board 

Testing Schedule 

Kansas State Assessments will begin in March and continue in to April.  Please pay attention to the following dates 
your child will be testing this spring.  We would like your child to be present on the days we will be testing.     Stu-
dents who get a good amount of sleep and proper nutrition perform much better on  assessments.  The dates of 
the testing are indicated below.  Thank you for your support with this task. 

 

 

6th Grade:   March 25 & 26-during ELA; April 8 & 9–during Math 

7th Grade:  March 20 & 21 -during ELA; April 10 & 11-during Math 

8th Grade:  March 20 & 21 -during ELA; April 10 & 11-during Math;  April 16 & 17-during Science 

 

We will have an alternate bell schedule to allow time for students to finish tests.  If you need help determining 
when your child is testing, please contact the office. 

mailto:bcarroll@usd232.org
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8th Grade:  It’s hard to believe we have finished three quarters of the school year already!! The final quarter of 8th grade is 
filled with State Assessments, projects, finals and of course…WORLDS OF FUN!! Please keep an eye on your emails for       

messages regarding the Worlds of Fun date and times.  

 

The 8th Grade Farewell will also occur the morning before we go to Worlds of Fun. If you have not already done so, please 
send a baby/toddler picture and a current picture to mcms2023@hotmail.com  

 

  

Pictures needed: JPEG is preferred / high resolution best / please name your photos with your child’s name 

*8th grade school picture 

*baby or toddler picture 

  

Date Needed By: 

March 27th , 2018 

  

Sent to: SUBJECT LINE – student’s name 

mcms2023@hotmail.com 

  

Enjoy your Spring (??) Break! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bulletin Board 

Volunteer Hours:  Volunteer Service logs are due April 
12th.     Service Logs can be turned into Mrs. Higgins in                    

Student Services.   

 

 

mailto:mcms2023@hotmail.com
http://mcms2022@gmail.com/
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The select men’s choir from Mill Creek Middle School attended the USD 232 Men’s Choir Festival on       
Tuesday, March 5 at DeSoto High School.  Mill Creek had the largest middle school representation and had a 

great time making music with other singers from across the district.   

Bulletin Board 

Track & Field:  First day of practice is Tuesday, March 19 after school.   

Parent Meeting:  Thursday, March 21 at 5:00 pm in the Mill Creek Middle School Gym 

 

Check out more information on the MCMS Track Website: https://www.usd232.org/domain/336 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.usd232.org/domain/336
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Citizens of the Week 

For the Week of March 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6th grade:  Raj Bassi & Brandon Dinkel 

7th Grade:  Luke Swarts & Taya Swarts 

8th Grade:  Deira Rionda, Elizabeth Kalafut & Lauryn Daly (not pictured)  

The Mustang Citizen 
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#GoodNewsCallOfTheDay 
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Student Sign out Procedure 

Students will not be called out of class until the parent or person picking them up comes into the office to sign them out. If a parent 
is sending another adult or older sibling to pick up a student, the parent must     notify the office that this person has permission to 
pick up the student.  Please make sure you are allowing yourself enough time to wait for your student to be called out of class.  If 
they are in PE, lunch or between classes, it could take a few minutes longer.   If you are taking your child after morning practice, the 
office needs to be notified of the absence.     

                                                                                                                                                                                                             
We  appreciate your patience in this matter.   

 

 

Reporting an Absence 

A 24-hour voicemail phone line is available to report an absence (including appointments). If you need to speak with someone in person, 
our office opens at 7:30 a.m.  We ask that you call on the day of the absence or before if possible. If you are notifying your child’s 
teacher about an absence, the office needs to be included on this as well.  All absences are recorded by the office, not teachers.   

Please include the following information: your name, relationship to the student, student's name, date & hours missed and the reason 
for absence.  If the absence is due to illness, please leave your child’s symptoms.    

 

Students are expected to attend school and to be present and punctual for all classes each day that school is in session.    Regular           
attendance is basic to the educational process.  Students are required to be in attendance each school day from 7:55 a.m. - 3:05 p.m.   

 

Excused Absence 

The only acceptable reasons for absence or tardies are: illness, medical/dental appointments, court appearance, family emergencies 
(funerals, critical illness), religious holidays, and school sponsored events.   

 

ATTENDANCE LINE: (913) 422-9698 

 

 

 

Bus Pass: 

 
If you are enrolled as a bus rider and you need to ride home on the bus with another student the office needs the following… 

 A note/email from BOTH parents involved giving permission along with bus and phone information.  Emails sent to                    
stennis@usd232.org and thiggins@usd232.org.  

 This option should only be used when other arrangements can’t be made.  Students should not be changing buses daily or every 
week. 

 The office needs to have these changes BY 1:30.  Request after 1:30 will be denied.  

 We will do our best to accommodate all requests but some may not be able to be filled.  

 Please have your student check in with the office at the end of the day if they have not received their bus pass for the day.     

 If your student needs to change a bus for more than one occasion, please contact First Student at (913) 422-8501. 

 Bus Drivers are NOT part of the approval process.  All communications need to be with the office.                       

 

 

 
 
 

 

Procedures 
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Parents, grandparents and/or other legal guardians are welcome to join their students for lunch.  In 
addition to specific building procedures, all visitors must respect the following guidelines              
established to maintain a safe and orderly cafeteria: 

 All visitors must check-in at the office and wear a visitor’s badge. 

 Once in the cafeteria, visitors must check in with one of the lunch room supervisors.   

 Staff cannot pre-arrange or guarantee specific students to be seated 
together.   

 At the conclusion of lunch, visitors should check-out in the office.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

Lunch Menu for the Week of 

March 18-22 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Lunch Information 

Monday 
NO School 

Tuesday 
Pizza Palooza! 
Caesar Salad 
Green Beans 
 Garden Bar 

  
Milk/Juice Selection 

Wednesday 
Mini Corn Dogs 
Green Beans 
Baked Beans 
Garden Bar 

 
Milk/Juice Selection 

Thursday 
Pulled Pork Tot-chos 

Honey Wheat Roll 
Black Beans 

Steamed Corn 
Garden Bar 

Milk/Juice Selection 

Friday 
Toasted Cheese Sandwich 

Tomato Soup 
Mixed Veggies 

Garden Bar 
 

Milk/Juice Selection 
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We are looking for someone passionate about helping out MCMS Library to lead this year's Spring 

Book Fair!!  We have a list of people ready to help out and we just need someone to take the 

lead!  The book fair will run 4/26 - 5/3.  If you are interested please send an email to the PTA and we 

will get you more details!  Emails can be sent to:  MCMSMustangsPTA@gmail.com 

 

We are also getting ready to submit the next round of Box Tops!  Please send your box tops in by the 

end of the month to help earn $$$ for MCMS!  Put your child's name and homeroom on a baggie and 

drop them in the box located in the office!! 

 

Thank you for all your support with the teacher's dinner during parent/teacher conferences!!  It was 

a great meal and very much appreciated!! 

 

MCMS PTA 

PTA Announcements 

mailto:MCMSMustangsPTA@gmail.com
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The Mill Valley Debate/Forensics team is proud to offer a Speech & Leadership Clinic on April 10th from 4-6pm.  This clinic is 
open to any student in grades 5th-8th, and will provide instruction in theatre, speech, debate, and oral advocacy.  During the 
clinic, students will be divided based on interest, and will receive instruction from the Mill Valley Debate and Forensics coach-
ing staff, as well as a small group of varsity competitors.  At 7pm, students will provide a showcase for parents to see every-
thing they have learned. Cost is $25 per student. This clinic is a great choice for students who want to explore the world of 
debate and forensics, or for those who just want to work on their speaking and argumentation skills.   

 

Please find more info on the attached flyer.  Parents interested can sign their student up here: https://goo.gl/forms/
swdML2kQHE625JxI2 

 

Feel free to contact me with any questions!  

 
Annie Goodson Starnes   

Head of Debate and Forensics 

Mill Valley High School 

 

Twitter: @MVHS_Speech 

Website: https://www.usd232.org/Page/5098 

 

Speech & Leadership Clinic 

https://goo.gl/forms/swdML2kQHE625JxI2
https://goo.gl/forms/swdML2kQHE625JxI2
https://www.usd232.org/Page/5098



