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Adoption Team
Member Location

Brian Murphy Interlake High School

Lane Miller Newport High School

Will Linser Bellevue High School

Joey Modelski Sammamish High School

Nellie Pogosian MLL Representative

Sally Sue McDonald Special Education Representative

Jenna Beardsley-Smith Parent



Texts under consideration

Text Publisher

American Government: Stories of  Nation Bedford, Freeman Worth

American Democracy, Now AP Edition McGraw-Hill

Government in America: People, Politics, 
and Policy AP

Savvas

American Government: Roots and Reform, 
AP

Savvas

College Board Course Description

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/ap-us-government-and-politics-course-and-exam-description.pdf


Goal

Select one curriculum resource to 
pilot

This resource should be as culturally 
responsive and inclusive in order to 
meet the needs of all of our AP U.S. 
Government students.

This resource should meet the 
content and skills expectations set 
forth by the College Board
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• We aren’t required to pilot two texts since we already 

use the Government in America text – team’s choice

• Pilot texts the weeks between mid-winter break and 
spring break (not necessarily the entire time) February 
27 – April 7

• Meet again after spring break to share experiences–
team chooses the best date

• Student survey will be given via MS Forms – Team 
determines what they wish to know from student 
experience



Feedback from Brian Murphy

• He likes the Bedford Freeman Worth text and is a Waples fan. 
• He wouldn’t mind sticking with the current Edwards text if necessary, 

but the Pearson/Savvas online platform is “clunky”.



Team Feedback – American Government: Stories of Nation Bedford, Freeman & Worth

Positives
Could help them pass the AP exam

Like AP tips

More streamlined than Edwards – designed to the test

Contextualized

Plenty of visuals

Real world perspectives (Snowden)

Good diversity for LGBTQ

Good thought starters 

8 times out of 10, concepts are clearer and more to the point

Negatives
Not good for learning about government in general

Shifting public opinion on race – lacked person of color perspective. 
Didn’t acknowledge past history

Overly text heavy

Multiple perspectives weren’t contributions

Heavy-handed with balance

A lot of political cartoons 



Team Feedback – American Democracy Now, McGraw-Hill 

Positives
Teacher guidance helpful

Warm-up to start each day

Current day

Framing of the content for young adults (why does it matter?)

Good investigations

Online text easy to use

Multiple modern perspectives

More engaging

Students understand their role

Liked organization of content – historical through line

Addressed the AP well

Negatives
Foreign policy outdated



Team Feedback – Government in America –
Pearson/Savvas

Positives Negatives
Didn’t cover all the concepts needed

Didn’t address the re-design well

It hasn’t changed a lot

Wonky tech

Brevity is important – doesn’t exist here



Team Feedback – American Government: Roots & Reform, 
Pearson/Savvas  

Positives
Good interactive tools

Hot spots helped clarify historical images/myths

Videos were good

Negatives
Grammar errors

Engagement and relevance to students?

Didn’t see as much of a connections to AP course



Selected Pilot text(s)

Unit
Stories of a Nation 
• Supreme Court
• Political participation (units 4/5)
McGraw-Hill 
• Civil liberties & Civil Rights
• Political Ideologies

Resources & tools to use/test
Read-aloud
Highlighters
Access text online
Quizzes/assessments
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