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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION; SEPTEMBER 26, 2023 

GREENWALD ADMINISTRATION BUILDING  3200 MARYVILLE ROAD  GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS 62040 

  

MEMBERS PRESENT: BECKY BRADLEY, TALLIN CURRAN, LINDA KNOGL, DON LIENEMANN, LORI SILVA, 

AND ERICA VENNE. 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: ERIC STACY. 

 

EMPLOYEES PRESENT: STEPHANIE CANN, ED.S., SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS, JODY BATSON, GENIE 

BRATTEN, BRAD ERVAY, CORY ERVAY, DR. DON HARRIS, JEFF HAYES, ADAM 

HENNINGSEN {KRIHA}, DR. DAVID KEEL, KINDLE LYONS, STEVE MATHES, TIM 

MCCHRISTIAN, CHRIS MCCULLOUGH, CHRIS MITCHELL, TIM MORAN, DR. LIZ 

NIEPERT, KRISTEN NOVACICH-KOBERNA, JIM PARKER, NIKKI PETRILLO, KAREN 

ROBERTSON, BRAD SMITH, ERIC SMITH, ZACK SUHRE, MICKI WATKINS, AND ANN 

WILSON. 

STUDENT ADVISORY 

BOARD MEMBER: ANNA FORBES. 
 

OTHERS PRESENT: OFFICER BO FICKER 253, DEMARCO CLARK, EMILY GILLEY, ZAIDEN KELLEY, 

KENDRICK LYONS, SHONDA MAYBERRY-LYONS, KEITH MOUTRIA, MARCIE MOUTRIA, 

AND PASTOR STACEY WILSON. 

This was an open and virtual meeting that took place using the Zoom application. There was 

a total of twenty-five (25) Employees, one (1) Student Advisory Board Member, nine (9) 

Guests, six (6) Board Members, physically present and one (1) Board Member absent;  

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION;  

 

1. ROLL CALL AND DECLARATION OF QUORUM; The meeting was called to order at 

6:00 p.m. by Board President, Tallin Curran.  Roll was called.  All members except 

Member Stacy were present and a quorum was declared.  President Tallin asked those 

present to stand for the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance followed by the 

Invocation.  He stated that citizens or parents with children in attendance, who did not 

wish to participate in the Invocation, could wait outside the Board Conference Room 

until after the Board moved to Item IV, Public Comment. Pastor Stacey Wilson with 

GCFirst Assembly of God offered the invocation. 

 

 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT; n/a 
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3. MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOE MEETING; Motion by Member Venne, seconded by 

Member Knogl, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the board of 

education held on Tuesday September 12, 2023. 

 

Members voting - Bradley, “aye”, Knogl, “aye”, Lienemann, “aye”, Venne, “aye”, 

Curran, “aye”, and Silva, “aye”, motion carried. Members Absent; Stacy 

 

4. CONSENT AGENDA; Motion by Member Venne, seconded by Member Knogl, upon 

the recommendation of the administration, to approve the items listed on the consent 

agenda as follows: 

A. Treasurer’s Report;  

1. Treasurer’s Report for July 2023; 

{available upon request} 

 

B. Bill List; 

1. Bill List from September 7 - September 20, 2023; 

{available upon request} 

 

C. Requests from Various Organizations;  

1. EF Educational Tours Leaders; {GCHS}; 

Granite City High School Counseling Department Chair Jeff Hayes was 

given approval to distribute EF Educational Tours information at Granite 

City High School to interested students and parents regarding a tour in the 

summer of 2025 to Italy, France and Spain. The first parent meeting will be 

held in October at GCHS. Mr. Hayes stated that the trip will be 9-days and 

will be approximately $4300 for students and $5000 for adults. 

 

D. Gifts;  
  

The BOE and Administration accepted the following gift with thanks and 

appreciation; 
 

1. Officer Tyler Timmins Memorial Foundation; They donated $1000 worth of 

school supplies to GCSD9 for our students in need.  

2. World Changing-Word of Faith Deliverance Ministry Church; They donated 

$500 worth of school supplies to GCSD9 for our students in need. 

Members voting - Knogl, “aye”, Lienemann, “aye”, Venne, “aye”, Curran, “aye”, Silva, 

“aye”, and Bradley, “aye”,  motion carried. Members Absent; Stacy 
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5. RESCIND RETIREMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS; (5) Motion by Member Venne, 

seconded by Member Lienemann, upon the recommendation of administration, to a 

to rescind the following retirements: 

Name   Position     Reason Effective 

Lynn Lanham  6th Grade Teacher/Grigsby  Rescind End of 2024/2025 

Vicky Wright Monitor/GCHS Rescind 06/25/2025 

 

Members voting - Knogl, “aye”, Lienemann, “aye”, Venne, “aye”, Curran, “aye”, Silva, 

“aye”, and Bradley, “aye”, motion carried. Members Absent; Stacy 

 

6. RETIREMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS; (5) Motion by Member Knogl, seconded by 

Member Silva, upon the recommendation of administration, to a to accept the 

following retirements and resignations: 

Name Position Reason Effective 

Lynn Lanham  6th Grade Teacher/Grigsby Retirement  End of 2023/2024 

Leann Stermer  5th Grade Teacher/Grigsby  Retirement  End of 2027/2028  

Jodi Nesbit Admin Assistant/Mitchell Retirement End of 2026/2027 

John Manoogian Fine Arts Teacher/GCHS  Retirement  September 15, 2023 

Tracie Grote  4th Grade Teacher/Mitchell  Retirement End of 2025/2026   

Vicky Wright Monitor/GCHS Retirement 01/03/2024 

 

Members voting - Lienemann, “aye”, Venne, “aye”, Curran, “aye”, Silva, “aye”,  

Bradley, “aye”, and Knogl, “aye”, motion carried. Members Absent; Stacy 

 

7. EXTRACURRICULAR RESIGNATIONS FOR THE 2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR; (6) Motion 

by Member Venne, seconded by Member Lienemann, upon the recommendation of 

the administration, to approve the following extracurricular assignments for the 2023-

2024 school year: 
 

 Name Position       

 Ginger Harrison CJHS Head Volleyball Coach 

 Kindle Lyons GCHS Head Football Coach 

  

Members voting - Venne, “aye”, Curran, “aye”, Silva, “aye”, Bradley, “aye”, Knogl, 

“aye”, and Lienemann, “aye”, motion carried. Members Absent; Stacy 

 

8. EXTRACURRICULAR RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE 2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR; (7) 

Motion by Member Venne, seconded by Member Knogl, upon the recommendation 

of the administration, to approve the following extracurricular assignments for the 

2023-2024 school year: 

 
 



Page | 4 

 

The Granite City School District Fine Arts Department Head has been a voluntary position for 

three (3) years per the Teacher’s Collective Bargaining Agreement.  Per the collective 

bargaining agreement, teams, clubs, and activities are to be considered for compensation 

after three years of volunteer work.  The District Fine Arts Department Head information 

through the extracurricular rubric and are recommending it be placed on Column 7 (Club 

Sponsor C) of the extra-curricular salary schedule.   

 

 Name Position    

 Bailey Frank GCHS Assistant Softball Coach 

 Wyatt Roberds District Fine Arts Department Head*  

  *(This has been a voluntary position for the past three years,  

  per the Teachers Collective Bargaining Agreement) 

 

Members voting - Curran, “aye”, Silva, “aye”, Bradley, “aye”, Knogl, “aye”, 

Lienemann, “aye”, and Venne, “aye”, motion carried. Members Absent; Stacy 

 

9. EXTRACURRICULAR RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE 2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR; (8) 

Motion by Member Bradley, seconded by Member Silva, upon the recommendation 

of the administration, to approve the following extracurricular assignments for the 

2024-2025 school year: 
 

 Name Position    

 Ashley Richey GCHS Student Council Sponsor 

 

Members voting - Silva, “aye”, Bradley, “aye”, Knogl, “aye”, Lienemann, “aye”, Venne, 

“aye”, and Curran, “aye”, motion carried. Members Absent; Stacy 

 

10. EXTRACURRICULAR VOLUNTEERS FOR THE 2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR; (9) Motion 

by Member Venne, seconded by Member Lienemann, upon the recommendation of 

the administration, to approve the following extracurricular volunteers for the 2023-

2024 school year: 

 Name Club  

 Eddie Bradley  Coolidge Baseball 

 

Members voting - Bradley, “aye”, Knogl, “aye”, Lienemann, “aye”, Venne, “aye”, 

Curran, “aye”, and Silva, “aye”, motion carried. Members Absent; Stacy 

 

 

11. CERTIFIED AND CLASSIFIED SUBSTITUTES; (10) Motion by Member Lienemann, 

seconded by Member Silva, upon the recommendation of the administration, to 

approve the following certified and classified substitutes for the 2023-2024 school year: 

 

 Certified 

 Jae Kuberski Ruth Lathrop 
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 Classified 

 Katie Barnett  Corie Book  Jamie Henry 

 Shirley Lake Tess Phelps  Sandra Pool 

 Lacey Shaeffer  Carrie Wesbrook 
 

Members voting - Knogl, “aye”, Lienemann, “aye”, Venne, “aye”, Curran, “aye”, Silva, 

“aye”, and Bradley, “aye”, motion carried. Members Absent; Stacy 

 

 

12. EMPLOYMENT OF {2} TWO HVAC POSITIONS FOR THE 2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR; 

(11) Motion by Member Lienemann, seconded by Member Knogl, upon the 

recommendation of administration, to employ David O’Brian and Alberto Rios for 

HVAC/Maintenance positions for the 2023-2024 school year, with a start date of 

October 10, 2023, pending the submission of the required paperwork. 

Members voting - Lienemann, “aye”, Venne, “aye”, Curran, “aye”, Silva, “aye”,  

Bradley, “aye”, and Knogl, “aye”, motion carried. Members Absent; Stacy 

 

 

13. PURCHASE OF BUILDING TRADES LOT 195; 4825 BAILEY DR.; (12-14) Motion by 

Member Knogl, seconded by Member Lienemann, upon the recommendation of 

administration, to approve the purchase of Lot 195/4825 Bailey Drive in the 

Donnalynne Legacy Subdivision for our Buildings Trades Program at Granite City High 

School. 

Members voting - Venne, “aye”, Curran, “aye”, Silva, “aye”, Bradley, “aye”, Knogl, 

“aye”, and Lienemann, “aye”, motion carried. Members Absent; Stacy 

 

 

14. GRANITE CITY SABRE COMMITTEE SCHOOL DANCES; (15) Motion by Member Silva, 

seconded by Member Knogl, upon the recommendation of administration, to renew 

the agreement with the SABRE Committee to use the Grigsby Intermediate School 

gymnasium for SABRE School Dances for the following dates for the  2023-2024 school 

year: 

Friday, October 6, 2024 

Friday, January 19, 2024 

 Friday, February 9, 2024*   

 {make-up date if January is canceled} 

Friday, April 12, 2024. 

Members voting - Curran, “aye”, Silva, “aye”, Bradley, “aye”, Knogl, “aye”, 

Lienemann, “aye”, and Venne, “aye”, motion carried. Members Absent; Stacy 
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15. ADOPTION OF THE 2023-2024 GCSD9 BUDGET; (16-17)  

 

PRESENTATION BY OUR CHIEF SCHOOL BUSINESS OFFICIAL ZACK SUHRE; 

 

Temporarily Adjourn the Board of Education Meeting and Opened the Public Hearing;  

No Public Comments;  

Reconvened the Regular Meeting of the Board of Education; 

Motion by Member Venne, seconded by Member Silva, to adopt the resolution and 

the 2023-2024 GCSD9 Budget and secured all signatures. 
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Members voting - Silva, “aye”, Bradley, “aye”, Knogl, “aye”, Lienemann, “aye”, Venne, 

“aye”, and Curran, “aye”, motion carried. Members Absent; Stacy 

16. GCSD9 SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL GRANT APPLICATION; (18-19) Motion by Member 

Knogl, seconded by Member Lienemann, upon the recommendation of 

administration, to approve Juneau and Associates, Inc. to submit the GCSD9 Safe 

Routes to School application for sidewalk improvements at Grigsby Intermediate 

School. 

 

Members voting - Bradley, “aye”, Knogl, “aye”, Lienemann, “aye”, Venne, “aye”, 

Curran, “aye”, and Silva, “aye”, motion carried. Members Absent; Stacy 

 

 

17. DISCIPLINE OF COOLIDGE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT; (20) Motion by Member 

Knogl, seconded by Member Lienemann, to uphold the hearing officer’s 

recommendation to uphold the recommendation of the hearing officer to expel one 

CJHS student for one year with services, if available. 

 

Members voting - Knogl, “aye”, Lienemann, “aye”, Venne, “aye”, Curran, “aye”, Silva, 

“aye”, and Bradley, “aye”, motion carried. Members Absent; Stacy 

 

 

18. DISCIPLINE OF GRANITE CITY HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT; (21) Motion by Member 

Venne, seconded by Member Knogl, to uphold the hearing officer’s recommendation 

to uphold the recommendation of the hearing officer to expel one GCHS student for 

one year with services, if available. 

 

Members voting - Lienemann, “aye”, Venne, “aye”, Curran, “aye”, Silva, “aye”,  

Bradley, “aye”, and Knogl, “aye”, motion carried. Members Absent; Stacy 

 

19. REPORTS AND OTHER COMMUNICATIONS; the following reports were given by 

Superintendent Cann and the BOE members listed. 

✓ Freedom of Information Act {FOIA} Requests 

We received two requests under the Freedom of Information Act during the period 

of September 5, 2023 through September 19, 2023. 

 

1. The first request was received on September 11, 2023 from Janine Asmus - 

libraryfoia@gmail.com - she requested the following information: 

 

▪ Please identify (by employee name and work email address) each and every 

District employee who is certified as a school librarian (meaning they have the 

school library licensure and/or endorsement in library media) and who 

is currently working in that capacity in your District's library/libraries/media 

centers this academic school year.   

mailto:libraryfoia@gmail.com
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2. The second request was received on September 13, 2023 from Vince Espi of the 

Prairie State Wire - foia@prairiestatewire.com - he requested the following 

information: 

 

▪ The number of English learner students enrolled by grade level for each of the 

past five school years, as well as the current school year.   

 

▪ The number of bilingual teachers employed in your school district for each of 

the past five school years, as well as the current school year. 

 

▪ The number of children of "migrant asylum seekers" enrolled in your school 

district, broken down by grade level, for the current school year. 

The requests were handled by Administration. 

 

✓ Multi-Grade Level Schools Committee Updates; (24) 

Erica Venne and Becky Bradley 

 

✓ Communication Report; First Student, News, etc. (24) 

District Manager of Communications; Chris Mitchell 
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✓ Facilities Report, Project Updates. (24) 

Supervisor of Facilities Management; Eric Smith 
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20. EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES; Motion by Member Lienemann, seconded by 

Member Silva, to approve the executive session minutes of the regular meeting of the 

board of education held on Tuesday September 12, 2023. 

 

Members voting - Venne, “aye”, Curran, “aye”, Silva, “aye”, Bradley, “aye”, Knogl, 

“aye”, and Lienemann, “aye”, motion carried. Members Absent; Stacy 

 

 

21. SETTING OF THE AGENDA for our next Board of Education meeting that will be held 

on Tuesday, October10, 2023;  

 

22. ADJOURNMENT; - Motion by Member Venne, seconded by Member Knogl, to adjourn 

the meeting at 7:45 pm.  Members voting - all aye; voice vote; motion carried.   

 
 

 

 

     

 Tallin P. Curran, President  Erica L. Venne, Secretary 

 Board of Education  Board of Education 

 Community Unit School District #9  Community Unit School District #9 

 


