
 
 

 

Vision 

 
W.J. Gurganus will be the 

highest performing 
elementary school in 

North 
Carolina. 

 

Mission 

 
W.J. Gurganus Elementary School, 

united with families and the 
community, will prepare students 
to be lifelong learners in the 21st 

century through challenging, 
active and relevant learning 

experiences. 
 
 

  

 

 

 
 

For information regarding 
Craven County School 

positions, visit 
 
 

https://www.cravenk12.org/do
main/2407  

 

 
 

 
535 Highway 70 W 

Havelock, NC 28532 

(252)444-5150 

FAX (252) 444-5154 
Principal: Ms. Debra Hurst 
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ELEMENTARY 
 

 

 

 

 
      “The Future Begins With You!” 

 
 

 

https://www.cravenk12.org/domain/2407
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About Us 

W.J. Gurganus Elementary School, home of 
the Gators, was established in 1992 in a 
military community that is home to Cherry 
Point Marine Air Corp Station. Many 
students are 
connected to the 
military through Active 
Duty and Civil Service 
personnel. Serving a 
large military 
population brings a 
wide variety of diversity and culture to our 
school. Using this diversity allows us to 
academically and culturally challenge our 
students. We strive to ensure that all 
students will feel successful regardless of 
their learning ability. A positive and nurturing 
culture allows students to take risks, make 
mistakes, and learn from them. Students 
participate in role model opportunities by 
acting as Safety Patrol, Student 
Ambassadors, and Peer Buddies. 

Our community embraces Gurganus each 
year through volunteering daily, financially 
supporting fund-raisers, and sharing history 
and experiences with our students. Several 
family nights occur throughout the year such 
as a Math, Reading, and Science Night. 
Hands-on activities are done on these 
nights, and "make-and-take" activities are 
created to help support learning at home. 
Our school is adopted each year by a 
squadron from Cherry Point. Service 
members are often seen tutoring students, 
acting as role models, and being a source of 
comfort for students with deployed parents. 

 

 

WJ Gurganus Military Families! 

WJ Gurganus (WJG) has a student military 
population of approximately 52%.  We strive to 
support our military families by providing access 
to information and resources about our school 
system, educational information, school 
transition, deployment support, community 
resources and more. We are proud to serve our 
military students and their families. 

 
WJG is a Certified Purple Star School. A Purple 
Star School is a public or charter school that has 
committed to supporting the unique educational 
and social-emotional needs of military-connected 
children. 

Some of the supports we offer are personalized 
transition services and application of MIC3 
(Military Interstate Children's Compact) as well 
as a Military Family Life 

WJG participates in the Student 2 Student 
program which welcomes and assists military 
students with transitions.   

Celebrations of the unique contributions of our 
military families--Month of the Military Child, 
Veterans Day, etc. 

 
 Goals for Student Achievement 

 

School Goals 

● W. J. Gurganus administrators and teachers 
have studied our student achievement data to 
determine the most important areas for 
improvement for our 
school. 

● W. J. Gurganus 

Elementary will 
improve the School 
Performance Grade 
from B to A during the 
2023-2024 school 
year. 

● W. J. Gurganus 
Elementary will 
exceed academic growth during the 2023-
2024 school year.  

● W. J. Gurganus will exceed academic growth 
in the subject of Math as tested by End-of-
Grade assessments. 

● W. J. Gurganus will exceed academic growth 

in the subject of Reading as tested by End-of-
Grade assessments.  

● W. J. Gurganus will have 100% of third grade 
students meet the Read to Achieve 
Benchmark. 

● W. J. Gurganus Elementary will utilize a 
systems approach to data-driven problem-
solving (MTSS) to eliminate the achievement 
and opportunity gaps for all students. 

● W. J. Gurganus will increase the attendance 

rate to 95% or above by the end of the 2023-
2024 school year.  

 


