
	 Congratulations to the Varsity Girls Soccer team for their 
championship in the Craig Lawrence Memorial Soccer 
tournament held in Wayland-Cohocton on September 
6th & September 8th. The team defeated Wellsville 3-2 in 
overtime and Mt. Morris 4-0. Well done!! 
	 On October 17 the team defeated Lyndonville/Barker 
3-0 in the first round of Sectionals. The team was defeated 
by a very skilled O-A team in the second round.  Great 
season ladies!
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RACHEL’S CHALLENGE IN 
THE MIDDLE SCHOOL
	 On September 8th, the Middle School hosted a 
speaker from Rachel’s Challenge.  Mr. Chris Mowery 
was here and presented four different times throughout 
the day.  Mr. Mowery, talked to students about the 
inspiring story of Rachel Scott, whose example of 
kindness and acceptance came to light after she 
became the first victim in the Columbine High School 
tragedy.
	 Conveyed through stories from Rachel’s life and 
writings, Rachel’s Challenge shows the profound 
positive impact we can have on those around us. 
Rachel’s Challenge demonstrates to the listener the 
power of deliberately reaching out in word and 
action to start what Rachel called, “a chain reaction 
of kindness and compassion.” This program to stop 
school violence provides simple, positive actions 
students can take to create a positive, inclusive culture 
in their school.
	 Rachel’s Challenge encourages participants to 
examine their own lives in the light of the following 5 
challenges:
	 1.	 Look for the Best in Others
	 2.	 Dream Big
	 3.	 Choose Positive Influences
	 4.	 Speak with Kindness
	 5.	 Start your own Chain Reaction
	

	 Students met in the afternoon to talk about what 
they would like to do to keep the message of Rachel’s 
Challenge going.  Ideas included positive messages in 
lockers, cleaning the cafeteria, creating a closet for 
kids who need basic things, and making a chain of 
good deeds that have been done.  Mrs. Leone will be 
meeting with students monthly to keep the positivity 
going. 

Pictured above is Mrs. Leone our MS Principal, Mr. Mowery, and 
Mr. Donald O’Geen Wyoming County District Attorney.  
Mr. O’Geen helped with funding to make the program possible. 

TOGETHER...WE ARE LETCHWORTH
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SECOND GRADE FIELD TRIP
	 On Friday, September 29th the second grade took a 
trip through Warsaw. We learned about jobs in a local 
community where people strive to be good citizens.  The 
second graders got to see how everyday work makes a 
difference to others.  The day started at the State Troopers’ 
Barracks, where Trooper Bebak,  introduced two of their 
K-9s and their handlers.  Next, we met with Warsaw’s 
Deputy Mayor, Scott Gardner.  Mr. Gardner showed the 
kids around the Wyoming County Business Center.  As 
part of our trip, all 60 kids got to have lunch at Silver 
Lake Family Restaurant.  A special shout out to Rachael 
Fuller and Silver Lake Family Restaurant for helping us 
organize and feed lunch to all these kiddos. This was no 
small task on a Friday.   After lunch, we toured through 
the courthouse with First Assistant District Attorney, Vince 
Hemming.  The students had an opportunity to see and 
hear what a real life courtroom is like.  They also got to 
meet Warsaw Police Chief Peter Hoffmeister and hear 
even more about local law enforcement.  Last, we toured 
the Warsaw Post Office and got to see what life is like in 
the mailroom.  The kids had a great day and are now all 
ready to be SUPER CITIZENS, just like the characters in 
the stories they are reading about this month!
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Kassandra Bailey 
School Social 
Worker
Hometown:  
Fillmore, New York
“I can help students 
with individual and 
group counseling along with assisting 
in linking students with community 
resources. I love helping students be 
the best version of themselves!”

Stacy Bishoff 
Certified 
Occupational 
Therapy Assistant
Hometown:  
Arcade, New York
“I became a COTA 
because I like helping people and 
being creative about it.”

Julia Capuano 
Elementary Art 
Teacher
Hometown: 
Stony Brook, Long 
Island, New York
“I became a teacher 
because I love art and experimentation 
of materials; and that's exactly what 
we get to do all the time in the art 
classroom.”

Shannon Herr
English 10
Hometown: 
Lancaster, New York
“I became a 
teacher to inspire 
my students to be 
lifelong learners.  I'm fortunate that 
I have the opportunity to work with 
students every day to help them grow 
and succeed academically and as 
individuals.“

Rachel Mathews 
Grade 3 Teacher
Hometown: 
Westfield, New York
“I have always 
wanted to work 
alongside kids and 
truly have a passion for making a 
difference for each and every one of 
my students.”

Cassidy Nelson
Grade 3 Teacher 
Hometown: 
Rochester, New York
“I love building 
meaningful 
relationships with my 
students!”

Payton Powers  
Grade 1 Special Ed 
Teacher
Hometown:  Nunda, 
New York
“I have always loved 
working with kids. I 
come from a long line of teachers and I 
feel I was raised to do the same.”

Jordan Reed 
Grade 1 Teacher
Hometown:  Castile, 
New York
“I had a teacher 
here at Letchworth 
that really inspired 
me to become a teacher. She believed 
in me, even when I doubted myself. 
I want to give that same positive 
experience to other students.”

Julie Slepinski  
Kindergarten Special 
Ed Teacher
Hometown:  
Lancaster, New York
“I became a teacher 
to help students learn 
in their way to meet their goals.”

Zachary 
Wiedemann
7-12 Social Studies 
Teacher
Hometown:  Arcade, 
New York
“I’ve worked with 
kids my whole life, and I have a deep 
passion for the youth. My mom is a 
teacher and I saw the direct impact 
on kids’ lives and I hope to be able to 
have the same results.”

Megan Wilson 
Middle School 
Physical Education 
Teacher
Hometown:  
Norwich, England
“I had great teaching 
role models growing up. It was my PE 
teacher, Mr. Keating, who inspired 
me to pursue a career in Physical 
Education.  I want to be the kind of 
teacher Mr. Keating was and to ensure 
my students have the opportunities 
and tools needed to reach their full 
potential and become physically 
literate individuals.”

Long Term Substitutes(left):
Cody Elwell – Grade 5 LTS
Amanda Maher – Grade 5 LTS, 
Bonnie Kirkland – Middle/High School 
Media Specialist LTS, 
Megan Smith – Kindergarten LTS (not 
pictured)

LETCHWORTH WELCOMES NEW TEACHING STAFF



Page 4								                       Find us on the web at www.Letchworth.k12.ny.us	
	               

	 It feels so good to be back! 
The classrooms and halls are 
once again filled with eager 
students, smiling teachers, and 
lots of learning and laughter! 
In very little time, so much has 
been accomplished; goals have 
been set, challenges faced, and 
successes celebrated. Here are 
a few highlights from our first 
weeks of school:
	 LEAP Week - Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be Responsible, 
Be a Scholar! Our elementary students reviewed 
and practiced those positive expectations across all 
school settings during the month of September. The 
first week of October we celebrated LEAP (Lockwood 
Elementary Acting Proud) Week! Throughout LEAP 
Week students and teachers completed challenges 
that required them to use “tools” such as teamwork, 
perseverance, creativity, and focus; tools that help 
to “Build the Best Me!”, which is our theme for this 
school year. Students also showed their school spirit 
by participating in themed dress up days during LEAP 
Week. “Neon Day” seemed to be one of the new 
favorites…I think it is because LCS students are so 
bright!
  	Fire Prevention - On Friday, October 13th, 
volunteer emergency responders from Castile, Eagle, 
Gainesville, Pike, and Silver Springs came to our school 
to teach us about fire safety and about what they do 
as volunteers. Students were given the opportunity to 
see the inside of a fire truck and an ambulance, ask 
questions, and some even tried on firefighter gear! 
They learned that being an emergency responder is 
hard yet rewarding work. We would like to extend a 
huge thank you to all of these brave men and women 
who volunteer in our communities. Not only do they 
help us in emergencies, but they also take time to 
teach our students about fire safety and prevention! 
	 I am so proud to be a part of our LCS community, 
and I look forward to an incredible year as we 
continue to work together to help our students grow 
and flourish.

MESSAGE FROM 
ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL, 
MRS. WEBSTER


