Heroin is a narcotic, also called an opiate. Opioid refers to both opiates and
synthetic substances that mimic opiates. These are drugs derived from the
opium poppy plant. The term opioid can refer to opium, morphine and
HEROIN, as well as man-made drugs such as Fentanyl. All of these are
powerful pain killers, which are also very addictive and prone to abuse.

The US imports 26% of the world's heroin supply, yet we have only 6% of the world's population.
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Nearly half of young people who inject heroin surveyed in three recent studies
reported abusing prescription opioids before starting to use heroin.

It can be snorted, smoked or injected. Tolerance builds quickly, which means that the user needs
more and more to get the same effect.

Reaction to heroin depends on how pure it is and what other substances may have been mixed in
by the drug dealer if it is bought on the street.

When an addict doesn’t get the drug, painful withdrawal symptoms begin. These may include
headache, vomiting and severe pain in muscles and bones.

Naloxone is a life-saving drug that can counter an opiate overdose when administered in time.

Heroin addiction is difficult to overcome and usually requires professional help. wﬁf%
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Heroin use is part of a larger substance abuse problem.
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The vast majority (96%) of people who use heroin also use at least one other drug,
and more than half (61%) use at least three other drugs.

Responding to the Heroin Epidemic

EVENT Reduce prescription opiod painkiller abuse.
Improve opiod painkiller presenting practices
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A i and identify high-risk individuals early.
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Ensure access to Medication-Assisted Treatment (MAT).
DUCE Treat people addicted to heroin or prescription opioid painkillers with MAT
roin Addi CtiO“ which combines the use of medications (methadone, buprenorphone, or
naltrexone) with counseling and behavioral therapies.

VERSE Expand the use of naloxone
Use naloxone, a life-saving drug that can reverse the effects of

rOin Overdose an opiod overdose when administered in time. ﬁ
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