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Graduation 
Requirements



GRADUATION 
REQUIREMENTS

*4-year colleges in SC require 
3 credits of lab science, 2 
credits of a foreign language, 
and one fine arts credit.  

Physical Science is not a lab 
science, but it does count 
toward the science 
requirement for high school 
graduation.

English 4 credits

Math 4 credits

Biology 1 credit

Other Science* 2 credits

U. S. History 1 credit

Government ½ credit

Economics ½ credit

Additional Social Studies 1 credit

PE or JROTC including Health 1 credit

World Language or CATE 1 credit

Computer Science 1 credit

Electives 7 credits

Minimum total credits required 24 credits



Starting with the Class 
of 2027, there is one 
additional half credit 
requirement:

Personal Finance



Retention and Promotion Policy
To be promoted to the 9th grade

Student must be promoted by middle school

To be promoted to the 10th grade
Student must have earned a total of 5 credits including 1 Math and 1 English

To be promoted to the 11th grade
Student must have earned a total of 11 credits including 2 Math and 2 English

To be promoted to the 12th grade
Student must be able to graduate by the end of the current school year. The 
subsequent summer term is NOT counted as part of the current school year.



9th Grade Year is CRITICAL
Students who are on-track at the end of their 9th grade year (earn at 
least a quarter of the credits toward their diploma with no Fs in core 
classes) are as much as four times more likely to graduate on time than 
their off-track peers. 
• The 9th grade on track metric is more predictive of a student’s 

likelihood of graduating on time than race, ethnicity, poverty level, 
and previous test scores. (Allensworth, 2013)

For every core course that a 9th grade student fails, their chance of 
graduating in four years decreases by 30% (Center for High School 
Success)

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10824669.2013.745181?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://highschoolsuccess.org/research/
https://highschoolsuccess.org/research/


Grades: 
More Than Just Passing



How Are Course Grades Calculated?
EACH QUARTER
MAJOR GRADES = 60%
MINOR GRADES = 40%            More important than you think!

EACH SEMESTER (Varies slightly for EOC/Non-EOC)
QUARTER 1 = 40% QUARTER 1 = 45%
QUARTER 2 = 40% QUARTER 2 = 45%
END OF COURSE EXAM = 20% FINAL EXAM = 10%

END-OF-COURSE EXAMS: (Not timed but must be completed in one day)

Semester 1 EOC classes take their exams in December.

Algebra 1 English 2 Biology US History



High School Transcript
Your Name 
and Contact 
Info  Goes 
Here



High School Transcript



SC UGP 10-Point Grading Scale





FLEX
Is Available to ALL Students

 

Students are able to get help with assignments, make up work, etc, by 
visiting teachers’ classrooms during FLEX every day except Wednesday, 
when they attend CAT. Students can be assigned or can assign themselves 
to many interesting activities.

Students who do not follow through with assigned FLEX time will have 
lunch detention. 



Block 1st Lunch 2nd Lunch 3rd Lunch

Early Bird 7:45-8:30 7:45-8:30 7:45-8:30

1A/5B 8:45-10:10 8:45-10:10 8:45-10:10

2A/6B 10:15-11:40 10:15-11:40 10:15-11:40

FLEX & CAT

FLEX / CAT
11:45-12:20

LUNCH
11:45-12:12

FLEX / CAT
11:45-12:20

LUNCH
1:00-1:25

FLEX / CAT
11:45-12:20

LUNCH
1:50-2:15

3A/7B 12:50-2:15 1:30-2:15 12:25-1:50

4A/8B 2:20-3:45 2:20-3:45 2:20-3:45

Bell Schedules for 2023-2024

AM Bus to HCTC leaves at 8:40 and returns to SHS at 11:45       
PM Bus to HCTC leaves at 12:35 and returns to SHS at 3:45



REPORT CARDS
Because grades are available through the Parent Portal, SDOC 
no longer sends out progress reports. Official report cards are sent out 
ELECTRONICALLY to the email address on file. 

Last Day of Quarter 1: 
October 4

Quarter 1 Report Cards: 
October 25

Last Day of Quarter 2 and Semester 1: 
December 15

Semester 1 Report Cards: 
January 11

Last Day of Quarter 3: 
March 18

Quarter 3 Report Cards: 
March 21

Last Day of Quarter 4 and Semester 2:
May 23

Final Report Cards: 
May 26



ACADEMIC AWARDS
Honor Roll   (Determined at the end of each quarter)

– Principal’s Honor Roll: 90 or higher in each class
– Honor Roll: 80 or higher in each class or cumulative GPA of 3.75 or higher with no Ds or Fs

Seneca Rotary Scholars    (Based on GPA for first 3 quarters of the current year only)
– Awarded to top 5 students in each class each year
– Recognized at the Rotary Scholars Banquet each spring

Graduation Honors   (beginning with the Class of 2024)
– Honor Graduate: GPA 4.25 - 4.74 (Blue Cord)
– High Honor Graduate: GPA 4.75 or higher (Gold Cord)
– Valedictorian & Salutatorian: graduates with final rank of 1st and 2nd based on SC UGP GPA  



Attendance 
Requirements





Seat-time recovery - it’s back
In order to receive credit for a high school course, a student must attend at least 85 days (for 
full credit course) .

Students who miss more than the days listed below may not receive credit even if they 
are passing the class. An “FA” (50) will appear on their high school transcript.

● 5 days for a 1.0 credit course
● 3 days for .5 credit course
● All absences, excused or unexcused, count toward these limits.

Students will receive an email stating that they are at risk for a failure due to attendance and 
that they are required to make up seat time. 

Seat-time recovery is offered Mon, Wed, and Fri mornings at 8:00 in room 141 with Mr. 
Hudak. 

Seat-time Flex Session Recovery is also offered with Mrs. Plummer. Some students are 
automatically enrolled in the Seat-time recovery flex period and must report to room 131 or the 
Auditorium before the tardy bell rings. Students may also send an email to 
kplummer@sdoc.org if they would like to have additional Flex sessions scheduled to clear up 
their attendance more quickly. 
 

mailto:kplummer@sdoc.org


College Planning 



COLLEGE PLANNING
Freshman and Sophomore Years:
➢Build your transcript—Grades are important!!
➢Think about and explore possible majors.
➢Explore college websites for requirements.
➢Create your resume (Extracurricular Activities, Service 

Hours, Honors, Awards, etc.).
➢Apply for Summer Programs and Workshops.
➢Keep in mind - there are different pathways to a college 

degree.



College Planning 
Junior Year: 
➢ Begin to narrow choices to a few schools.
➢ Plan to take the appropriate test(s) in the spring.
➢ Update your resume.
➢ Visit Colleges:

➢ Juniors are allowed 2 college visits. 
➢ Students must complete the College Visitation form prior to taking the visit (green 

form).  
➢ Official documentation from the college must be turned in to the Attendance office 

following the visit for absences to be excused.  
➢ Look for Open House Events - Universities put on their best show these days.



COLLEGE PLANNING
Resources for South Carolina Colleges and Universities

Commision on Higher Education - a great resource with information about all of the 
public and private colleges in our state and SC scholarships and loans.  

South Carolina Independent Colleges and Universities - an additional website for 
private institutions in SC 

https://che.sc.gov/
https://www.scicu.org/


SC STATE SCHOLARSHIPS

LIFE Scholarship  ($5,000- $7,500 per year)
To start at a 2-YEAR COLLEGE

• 3.0 Cumulative SC UGP GPA
To start at a 4-YEAR COLLEGE, students must meet one of the additional requirements below:

• Score 1100 SAT or 22 ACT
• Rank in the top 30% of graduating class

SC HOPE Scholarship ($2,800, first year only)
Designed to help students who plan to start at a 4-year college but do not meet the additional 
requirements for the LIFE scholarship

• 3.0 Cumulative SC UGP GPA

Palmetto Fellows Scholarship  ($6,700 - $10,000 per year)
• Rank in the top 6% at end of 10th, 11th or 12th grade academic year
• Score 1200 SAT or 24 ACT (1400 or 31 if rank criteria not met)
• Earn a 3.5 Cumulative SC UGP GPA (4.0 if rank criteria not met)





TCTC/University Transfer
General Education/University Transfer courses are offered at TCTC and are designed for students planning 
to attend a 4-year college or university or desiring to get a head start on general education courses.  
Students who qualify can begin taking these courses while still in high school, or they can use this path 
after they graduate for a more affordable way to earn a college degree.

To prepare, students should
● Review courses required for their intended college major at Tri-County or other 4-year college or 

university in order to select the most appropriate courses; 
● Check with the college they plan to attend to verify course transferability and the grade that must be 

earned; 
● Take Tri-County’s ACCUPLACER assessment to gauge college readiness and to qualify for certain 

courses.  
● While still in high school, they will enroll through the Dual Enrollment Office 

○ Popular Dual Enrollment courses: 
○ English 101, English 102, MAT 120 (Probability and Statistics), PSC 201 (American Government), 

General Psychology, SPC 205 (Public Speaking)



ASSESSMENTS 



Which Standardized Tests Should Students Take?

All of these are 
administered at 

SHS free of 
charge.

• Accuplacer2-Year College

• SAT or ACT4-Year College

•    WIN 
*Career 

Readiness

• ASVABMilitary Service

*All students are 
required by the 

State to take WIN 
during their Junior 

year.



ASSESSMENTS
PSAT: October 17   www.collegeboard.org 
➔ All Sophomores are tested each year, and Juniors who sign up can test again - 

their results are now available in their College Board account.
➔ Juniors - This is the qualifying test for National Merit Scholarship Competition.

Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB):  
➔ Given each year in the fall to Juniors and Seniors who sign up
➔ Will be given in the Spring of 2024 to all Sophomores - a test that can be used 

to indicate career readiness

http://www.collegeboard.org/


ASSESSMENTS
ACCUPLACER:  November 15 - given to all Juniors in the fall
➔ Assessment of College Readiness - used for placement at technical schools 

and to qualify for Dual Enrollment.
➔ Get the Study APP: accuplacer.collegeboard.org/students 

ACT & SAT: Either test is universally accepted as an entrance exam for 
4-year colleges and universities.  All 3rd year students can test for free on a 
school day at SHS and will select their preference.
➔ ACT:  www.act.org
➔ SAT:  www.collegeboard.org 
➔ Juniors and Seniors can qualify for a waiver for additional test opportunities; 

check with your student’s School Counselor.

http://accuplacer.collegeboard.org/students
http://www.act.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/


TESTING PRACTICE



Career Planning 



CAREER PLANNING
Have your child take a career assessment.  You student should have 

completed the YouScience career assessment, and aptitude-based 

assessment.  Ask your student to show you his or her results.

The O*NET Interest Profiler can help your child discover what his/her 

interests are and how they relate to the world of work.  It can help your 

child decide what kinds of careers he/she might want to explore. 

Go to: https://www.mynextmove.org/explore/ip

https://www.mynextmove.org/explore/ip


CAREER PLANNING
Have your child explore the Bureau of Labor Statistics' 

Occupational Outlook Handbook. 

Go to  https://www.bls.gov/ooh/ 

This site provides details and descriptions of jobs within 

specific career categories.   Your teen can browse 

occupations by highest paying, fastest growing, and field 

of degree.  Download the CareerInfo App for mobile 

exploration.

https://www.bls.gov/ooh/


Career Planning
Here are a few sites with career videos your student might enjoy:

 https://sites.google.com/ja.org/career-speaker-videos

 https://www.knowitall.org/subject/career-education

 https://www.drkit.org/career-videos/

 https://www.careeronestop.org/Videos/CareerVideo

https://sites.google.com/ja.org/career-speaker-videos
https://www.knowitall.org/subject/career-education
https://www.drkit.org/career-videos/
https://www.careeronestop.org/Videos/CareerVideo


JOB SHADOWING

Students who wish to job shadow should make 

plans to do that during the months of 

October-November & January-April.  

See Kristen Gray in Guidance to make 

arrangements.  

This will be on an individual basis.  



To support your student’s career 
exploration and development…

https://hctc.sdoc.org/


Athletic Eligibility 



High School Eligibility
Governed by SC High School League

http://schsl.org/ 

Planet High School
https://www.planeths.com/

Seneca High School Athletic Policy 
Student Handbook pages 39-43

Failing high school classes can make you 
ineligible for athletics 

in high school AND in college.

http://schsl.org/
https://www.planeths.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UOTV-6ZzZ5qxjiR1njvzUinEDY0XKdAa/view


College Eligibility



Estimated probability of competing in college athletics



Estimated probability of competing in college athletics



NCAA ELIGIBILITY CENTER
WWW.ELIGIBILITYCENTER.ORG
● Athletes who intend to play Division 1 or Division 2 athletics must register with the NCAA 

Eligibility Center at https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/

● Students can register as early as their sophomore year.

● SAT/ACT scores must be submitted by the Testing Agencies (Code 9999).  The Eligibility 

Center super scores the SAT and ACT.  

● Official Transcripts are required. 

● Current registration fee is $100.

● Full Qualifier: 

● Complete 16 Core Courses (10 before senior year; 7 must be English, Math, or Science)
● Minimum Core GPA of 2.3 plus test score based on NCAA sliding scale

https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/


The GPA for NCAA Eligibility is Calculated Differently 

Only English, Math, Science, Social Studies, and World 
Language classes are included in the GPA calculation.  

Other electives do not count. 



NAIA ELIGIBILITY CENTER
WWW.PLAYNAIA.ORG/ELIGIBILITY-CENTER
● All athletes who intend to play NAIA athletics must register online with the NAIA Eligibility 

Center at http://www.playnaia.org/eligibility-center during their junior or senior year.
● SAT/ACT scores must be submitted by the Testing Agencies (Code 9876). 

● Official Transcripts are required. 

● Current registration fee is $90 

● To be eligible, students must graduate with a 2.3+ GPA or meet 2 of these 3 
requirements: 

● 2.0 GPA on 4.0 scale 
● Minimum 18 ACT score or 970 SAT score (Evidence-Based Reading and Writing + Math)
● Graduate in the top half of your senior class 

The NAIA accepts the grade point average determined by the high school, provided it is 
recorded and awarded in the same manner as for every other student at the school.

http://www.playnaia.org/eligibility-center


Beyond the Classroom



GET INVOLVED 
Success in High School takes students beyond the classroom…

Fine Arts

Athletics

Excellence



CO-CURRICULAR & EXTRA-CURRICULAR
SGA (Student Government)
FFA (Agriculture)
CATS FOR CHRIST
FCA (Fellowship of Christian Athletes)
FEA (FUTURE EDUCATORS)
JROTC
YEARBOOK
THEATRE
INTERACT
MODEL UN
EMERGING WOMEN
YCI
DECA

BASEBALL OR SOFTBALL

BASKETBALL

CHEERLEADING

CROSS COUNTRY

TRACK

WRESTLING

FOOTBALL

GOLF

SOCCER

TENNIS 

VOLLEYBALL

BAND

STRINGS

CHORUS

ART



ACADEMIC CLUBS

National Beta Club: Maintain 3.95 GPA or higher
– Demonstrate honesty, trustworthiness and be a model for other students
– May qualify for induction Freshman, Sophomore, Junior or Senior Year
– Service Organization

National Honor Society: Maintain 4.5 GPA or higher
– May qualify for induction Sophomore, Junior or Senior Year
– Service Organization



UNDERCLASSMAN AWARDS CELEBRATION

Thursday, May 2

Gym



Preparing for 
2024-2025 



IGP/Course Selection for 2024-2025
• Pre-Registration - December and January

– Teacher/Student conversations 
– Teachers make recommendations for core classes
– Parents and students discuss recommendations, electives and alternates prior 

to IGP conferences
• IGP Conference - in February and March

– Parents/guardians and student meet with counselor - course requests will be 
entered into Powerschool at that time

• Deadline for Changes to Course Requests:  April 1, 2024.



Advanced Placement Courses







Dual Enrollment 
Seneca High School



Dual Enrollment and Dual Credit

• Dual Enrollment – student is enrolled in both high 
school and college at the same time

• Dual Credit – student receives high school credit 
toward graduation requirements for taking a 
college course

• University Transfer Options- Coursework taken while 
in high school that transfers to 2- 4 year institutions 
commonly known as general education 
requirements

• Technical Career Pathway Options-Coursework 
taken while in high school that leads to stackable 
workforce credentials that also fulfill AAS 
requirements at 2&4 year institutions



Benefits/Value Proposition

• Dual enrollment for all students
• Eases transition from high school to college
• Provides college credit while in high school-AP weighted/letter and number 

grades provided
• Toward 4-year degree programs (university transfer)
• Toward associate degree, diploma, certificate programs at TCTC

• Saves time and money
• Helps students learn to navigate a college environment
• Enables students to enter their chosen career and start earning great salaries 

faster than most students who wait to start college after high school



2 or 4-Year 
College 
Bound

• Students’ goal is to attend a 2 or 4-year college
• Take courses in College University Transfer Division at 

any TCTC campus or online- See Brochure
• Popular courses include

• ENG 101/102 (English Composition I and II)
• SPC 205 (Public Speaking)
• Math for College Major
• PSC 201 (American Government)
• ECO 210 (Macroeconomics)
• PSY 201 (General Psychology)
• SOC 101 (Introduction to Sociology)
• ART 101 (Art History and Appreciation)
• MUS 105 (Music Appreciation)
• History Courses (American, Western Civilization)
• Lab Science (Biology, Chemistry)



The state of South Carolina will fund the costs for high 
school students in Technical Career Pathways for:

• Tuition
• Textbooks 
• Course Materials & Supplies

…while a student is in high school.

This is due to the 
growing need for skilled 
workers in these fields in 

order to continue 
attracting 

manufacturers to South 
Carolina.

Technical Career Pathways



Technical Career Pathway Opportunities
• Welding
• CNC
• HVAC
• Mechatronics- AT TCTC OC
• Systems Engineering Technology
• Computer Information Technology- Can be online

Options for students who complete at HCTC or those who want to start 
junior or senior year



-Apply Online as a dual enrollment student

-Take the Accuplacer placement test 10th or 11th grade year

-Meet with Guidance to choose your courses- IGP Meetings

-Attend a Dual Enrollment Orientation Session

How Do I Get Started?



Contact Information:
Ingryd Masters -Coordinator of 

Student Support for 
Dual Enrollment & Career Pathways

Imasters@tctc.edu 864-646-1503
Aaron Pobiak- Coordinator of Student 

Support for 
Dual Enrollment & Career Pathways

apobiak@tctc.edu 864-646-1679
Marla Cobb- Director, High School 

Engagement and Outreach
mcobb9@tctc.edu 864-646-1512

hsde@tctc.edu 864-646-1505

mailto:Imasters@tctc.edu
mailto:apobiak@tctc.edu
mailto:mcobb9@tctc.edu
mailto:hsde@tctc.edu


hsde@tctc.edu

www.tctc.edu

864-646=1505



Stay In Touch
Communication is crucial to success!



STAY IN TOUCH WITH SENECA HIGH SCHOOL

Social Media: 
Facebook - Seneca Senior High School
Instagram - senecashscats

Seneca High Website:  https://shs.sdoc.org/
➔ Look under the Services tab for a link to the 

Guidance page
◆ Mental Health resources are linked on our page, 

too!

https://shs.sdoc.org/


STAY IN TOUCH WITH TEACHERS 
➔ Parent Portal:  Make sure you have an account in Parent Portal to track 

your student’s grades and attendance, or ask them to show it to you in 
their Powerschool account through their chromebook.

➔ Email is the most convenient way to communicate with teachers.

➔ Conferences: 
– One Teacher: contact the teacher directly.
– All Teachers: call Ms. Lianos at 718-5440 to schedule those.
– 8:00 is the preferred time.
**Students are encouraged to attend parent/teacher conferences.



QUESTIONS?

The School District of Oconee County does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs and 
activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated 
youth groups. The following person has been designated to handle 
inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: Assistant 
Superintendent for Instruction. He may be contacted by mail at 414 S. 
Pine St, Walhalla SC 29691, by phone at 864-886-4400 or by email at 
anthonysmith@sdoc.org

Thank you for 
coming!


