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HABIT 5 : SEEK FIRST TO UNDERSTAND 

 
 

1. The Year of the Perfect Christmas Tree by Gloria Houston  

2. The Banza:  a Haitian Story by Diane Wolkstein  

3. Uncle Jed’s Barbershop by Margaree King Mitchell  

4. Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge by Mem Fox  

5. The Wednesday Surprise by Eve Bunting  

6. The Wolf’s Chicken Stew by Keiko Kasza  

7. A Chair for My Mother by Vera B. Williams 

8. Chicken Sunday by Patricia Polacco  

9. The First Strawberries:  a Cherokee Story by Joseph Bruchac  

10. The Scarebird by Sid Fleischman  

11. Smoky Night by Eve Bunting  

12. The Talking Eggs:  a Folktale from the American South by Robert D. San Souci  

13. Old Henry by Joan W. Blos  

14. The Patchwork Quilt by Valerie Flournoy  

15. “More, More, More” said the Baby:  Three Love Stories by Vera B. Williams  

16. Mrs. Katz and Tush by Patricia Polacco  

17. A New Coat for Anna by Harriet Ziefert  

18. Mirette on the High Wire by Emily Arnold McCally  

19. Miss. Tizzy by Libba More Gray  

20. Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor  

21. Stone Fox by John Reynolds Gardiner  

22. Pink and Say by Patricia Polacco  

23. The Midwife’s Apprentice by Karen Cushman  

24. Dicey’s Song by Cynthia Voight  

25. The Gift Giver by Joyce Hansen  

26. The Cay Theodore Taylor  

27. Thank you Jackie Robinson by Barbara Cohen  

28. Sounder by William Armstrong  

29. Sukey and the Mermaid by Robert D. San Souci  

30. Sarah Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlan  

31. Littlejim’s Gift by Gloria Houston  

32. Charlotte’s Web by E. B. White  

33. Angel Child, Dragon Child by Michele Maria Surat  

34. The King Who Rained by Fred Gwynne  

35. Owl Moon by Jane Yolen  

36. Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister  

37. Swimmy by Leo Lionni  

38. Julius by Syd Hoff  
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39. A fruit and vegetable man by Roni Schotter  

40. The kid in the red jacket by Barbara Park  

41. The gold coin by Alma Flor Ada  

42. The dragon who couldn’t breathe fire  

43. Blue Rabbit and friends by Christopher Wormell  

44. Gershon’s monster by Eric A. Kimmel 

45. The honest-to-goodness truth by Patricia McKissack  

46. Voices in the park by Anthony Brown  

47. The Berenstain Bears and too much teasing by Berenstain  

48. That’s mine, Horace by Holly Keller  

49. Some frog! by Eve Bunting  

50. I like the way you are by Eve Bunting  

51. I Sure Am Glad To See You, Blackboard Bear by Martha Alexander 

52. Welcome Comfort by Patricia Polacco  

53. When I Grow Up by Charise Mericle Harper  

54. Wild Girl and Gran by Nan Gregory  

55. Franklin and the Hero by Paulette Bourgeois  

56. Clifford’s Good Deeds by Norman Bridwell  

57. Bully by Judith Caseley  

58. Betty Doll by Patricia Polacco  

59. First Day Jitters by Julie Danneberg  

60. Franklin Says Sorry by Paulette Bourgeois  

61. The Other Dog by Madeleine L’Engle   

62. Oscar’s Rotten Birthday by Dan Elliott 

63. How the Turtle’s Back Was Cracked: A Traditional Cherokee Tale by Gayle Ross  

64. Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 

65. Sahara Special by Esmé Codell  

66. ‘Twas the Night Before Thanksgiving by Dav Pilkey  

67. Many Moons by James Thurber  

 
 


