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‭WADSWORTH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT‬
‭BOARD OF EDUCATION‬

‭WADSWORTH, OHIO‬

‭REGULAR STATED MEETING‬
‭MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2023‬

‭JAMES R. McILVAINE PERFORMING ARTS CENTER, 625 BROAD STREET‬

‭AGENDA ADDENDUM‬

‭VI.‬ ‭Administrative Discussion Items, Presentations, and Updates‬

‭E.‬ ‭Set Board of Education Special Meeting‬

‭VIII.‬ ‭Administrative Items‬

‭B.‬ ‭Action Consent Items‬

‭9.‬ ‭Recommendation to approve the following high school course, effective with the‬
‭2024-2025 school year:‬

‭l)‬ ‭Modern Novel‬

‭25.‬ ‭Recommendation to approve two (2) Contract Addendums between Active‬
‭Internet Technologies, dba Finalsite, and the Wadsworth City School District‬
‭Board of Education‬

‭26.‬ ‭Recommendation to approve the Kahoot! Enterprise Agreement‬

‭Agenda Detail‬

‭VIII.‬ ‭Administrative Items‬

‭B.‬ ‭Action Consent Items‬

‭9.‬ ‭High School Course (Modern Novel):‬ ‭The proposed‬‭Modern Novel‬‭high school‬
‭English course being recommended for approval was unintentionally left off the‬
‭meeting agenda last Friday (11/17).‬

‭25.‬ ‭Finalsite Contract Addendums:‬ ‭The first Finalsite‬‭contract being‬
‭recommended for approval is for a program called Weglot Pro that will be used by‬
‭our Technology Department, and the second contract being recommended for‬
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kKVXFUKm-Aa0cLI1C8Q9GcBp2FIeD4zi/view?usp=sharing


‭approval is to move the Four Cities Compact website from its current host to‬
‭Finalsite.‬

‭26.‬ ‭Kahoot! Enterprise Agreement:‬ ‭The Kahoot! Enterprise‬‭Agreeing being‬
‭recommended for approval will allow us to purchase use of the‬‭Kahoot! Program‬
‭if a building would like to for their teachers.‬
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Wadsworth City Schools

COST/BENEFIT ANALYSIS/New ELA Course Planning

Description of new program, course, or service:

Modern Novel is a new course to be offered at Wadsworth High School as a semester-long
elective in the English Department. This one-semester course is designed for students interested
in exploring literature based on contemporary issues, themes, and artists. Contemporary
literature is realistic and deals with all the facts of contemporary life and does not present merely
a one-sided view of life. Contemporary young adult novels will be studied in-depth. Students will
analyze, discuss, and research the challenging issues of our time utilizing book clubs, whole class
reads, and choice reading.

Clearly stated goals and objectives:

RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
RL.11-12.2 Analyze literary text development.
a. Determine two or more themes of a text and analyze their development
over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one
another.
b. Produce a thorough analysis of the text.
RI.11-12.3 Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain
how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course
of the text.
RL.11-12.4 Determine the connotative, denotative, and figurative meaning of
words and phrases as they are used in the text; analyze the impact of author’s
diction, including multiple-meaning words or language that is particularly
evocative to the tone and mood of the text.
RL.11-12.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure
specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the
choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall
structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.
RL.11-12.6 Analyze a case in which grasping point of view or perspective
requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant
(e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement) and evaluate the impact of
these literary devices on the content and style of the text.
RL.11-12.7 Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g.,
recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating
how each version interprets the source text. (Include at least one play by
Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.)
RL.11-12.10 By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including
stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 11–CCR text complexity band
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range, building
background knowledge and activating prior knowledge in order to make
personal, societal, and ethical connections that deepen understanding of
complex text.
W.11-12.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive
topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
a. Establish a clear and thorough thesis to present a complex argument.
b. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance
of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s),
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.



c. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying
the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths
and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s
knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases.
d. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the
major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the
relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and
evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.
e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while
attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they
are writing.
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and
supports the argument presented.
W.11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective
selection, organization, and analysis of content.
a. Establish a clear and thorough thesis to present and explain
information.
b. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information
so that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a
unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g.,
figures, tables), and multimedia to aid comprehension, if needed.
c. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and
relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or
other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s
knowledge of the topic.
d. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships
among complex ideas and concepts.
e. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques
such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of
the topic.
f. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while
attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they
are writing.
g. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and
supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating
implications or the significance of the topic).
W.11-12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3
above.)
W.11-12.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is
most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions
should demonstrate
W.11-12.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and
update individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback,
including new arguments or information.
W.11-12.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to
answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem;
narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources
on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
W.11-12.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and
digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and
limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience;



integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas,
avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a
standard format for citation.
W.11-12.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research,
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or
two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
SL.11-12.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on
grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.11-12.3 Evaluate a speaker’s perspective, reasoning, and use of evidence
and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice,
points of emphasis, and tone used.
SL.11-12.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio,
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of
findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.
L.11-12.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
L.11-12.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
L.11-12.3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions
in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to
comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
L.11-12.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning
words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing
flexibly from a range of strategies.

Impact on staffing:
No new staffing will be needed as this course will be led and taught by Lisa Smith. Additionally, I
feel that there are multiple people within the English department who would be qualified to teach
this class.

Provisions required for class:
The course will utilize the current book inventory of the English department so no new materials
will need to be purchased. The teacher will also work with the Wadsworth Public Library to obtain
reading materials.

Impact on other programs, services, courses:
This class will focus on teaching many of the same skills as our already approved English classes
but will do so using new and diverse texts that have already been purchased by the district or
have been obtained through grants. Because no actual textbooks will be required and all needed
equipment is already available, no new funding will be needed

Description of the evaluation process:
As this class will function no differently than a regular Language Arts class, lessons will be
expected to fit Ohio's Learning Standards for English Language Arts and evaluations should be
based on all of the same criteria.

Tangible/Intangible Benefits:
Students will advance their English, speech, analytical, and writing skills while utilizing book clubs
with central themes as well as choice reading books to supplement student choices as it pertain
to their own interests and desires. Young adult modern novels give students a new perspective.
As stated by Rudine Simms Bishop:

“Books are sometimes windows, offering views of worlds that may be real or imagined,
familiar or strange. These windows are also sliding glass doors and readers have only to
walk through in imagination to become part of whatever world has been created and



recreated by the author. When lighting conditions are just right, however, a window can
also be a mirror. Literature transforms human experience and reflects it back to us, and
in that reflection, we can see our own lives and experiences as part of the larger human
experience. Reading, then, becomes a means of self-affirmation, and readers often seek
their mirrors in books” (https://library.ncte.org/journals/LA/issues/v85-2/6175)
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