
2024-2026

STEAM Academy adds
Automat ion Engineer ing
program for  2024-2025

school  year.  

Begins Development of
the Concrete Sciences
Program in partnership

wi th the Br ick layers
Local  9 PA for  the 2025-

2026 school  year.  

2023

STEAM Academy launches programs
in Biomedical  Technology,  Pathways

to Heal th Professions,  Power l ine,  and
Welding Technology.

Mr.  Marte l l  awarded the Saint  Francis
Univers i ty  STEAM Educator  Award.

A partnership wi th career consul tant ,
Ed Hidalgo,  expands RVSD’s infusion

of  the RIASEC language.  

RVHS adopts Point  Park
Univers i ty  Dual  Enrol lment

Program for  senior  students to
earn up to 24 col lege credi ts  in

high school .

2022-2023

RVSD opens the STEAM
Academy wi th programs in
Cybersecur i ty ,  Electr ical

Occupat ions,  Esports,  Ris ing
Educators,  Sports Medic ine
and Rehabi l i ta t ive Therapy.  

RVSD became the f i rs t  publ ic
school  d ist r ic t  in  the U.S.  to

of fer  a CompTIA
Apprent iceship.

Wor ld of  Work Framework & Beable
infused into K-12 learning.  

RVHS jo ins the CNX Mentorship
Academy, resul t ing in employment

opportuni t ies for  graduates.   

2021-2022

Development of  a d ivers i ty ,
equi ty ,  and inc lusion
commit tee led by the

Director  of  Ris ing Brothers
and Sisters at  Point  Park

Univers i ty ,  Dr.  Mi tchel
Nickols,  creates an inc lusive

environment for  a l l .

Development of
partnerships wi th Rural

Electr ic  Associat ion,
CompTIA, CybX Secur i ty ,

and Univers i ty  of
Pi t tsburgh at  Greensburg.  

2015-2019

Blairsv i l le-Sal tsburg
School  Dist r ic t

receives Workforce
Investment Board
Grant  and Career

Mini -Grants.  

Inaugural  Col lege and
Career Readiness

Expo.

Dual   Enrol lment and
Col lege in the High

School  c lasses begin.

2020-2021

Implementat ion of  the
Canvas Learning

Management System.

Mr. Phi l ip  Marte l l  is  named
Super intendent  of  Schools.

Dist r ic t  reconf igurat ion:
River Val ley School  Dist r ic t

is  establ ished.

Expansion of  the River
Val ley Cyber Academy and
opening of  the Cyber Lab.

2023-2024

RVSD recognized as an AASA
“Lighthouse” Dist r ic t  and named

to the League of  Innovat ive
Schools by Digi ta l  Promise.  

RK Mel lon Foundat ion awards a
$250,000 grant  to RVSD and

South Al legheny School  Dist r ic t
to create the 2nd Cybersecur i ty

Academy in the state.  

RVSD partners wi th area
Chambers of  Commerce to

open a Career Hub,  provid ing
resources for  adul ts  and

students throughout the region.

RIVER VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT
ACADEMIC SUCCESS, REAL-WORLD EXPERIENCE

District Timeline

2015 - 2019: Career Readiness Mini-Grant for career-based summer camps; WIB Grant allows RVSD to provide additional career experiences and connect students to industry and technical education
partners; Inaugural  College and Career Readiness Expo; Nepris/Pathful is added to provide learners with a network of industry professionals.

2020 - 2021: Mark Perna, founder and CEO of TFS Results, presents "Building Your Dream By Developing A Powerful Competitive Advantage" to district stakeholders; District reconfiguration and
development of the STEAM Academy with data driven by the Workforce Investment Board's High-Priority Occupations (HPO) and Pennsylvania In-Demand Occupations (PAIDOL). 

2021 - 2022: Inaugural year as River Valley School District; the opening of Panther's Lair Media Center in the high school, zSpace for students in elementary, middle, and high schools.

2022 - 2023: Opening of the River Valley STEAM Academy, SMALLab installed at Saltsburg Elementary; River Valley is the first public high school in the US to join CompTIA Apprenticeships for Tech;
Partnering with St. Francis University to develop the Pathways to Health Professions Course; AASA conducts a Case Study featuring River Valley; Implementation of the World of Work and Beable; STEAM
Academy welcomes PA Secretary of Labor & Industry for a panel on workforce development; Mr. Martell participates in the U.S.-Czech Business Forum.

2023 - 2024: RVSD named an AASA National “Lighthouse” School System; Recognized at the White House for the Rural Community of Practice; Mr. Martell invited to White House Cybersecurity Summit.

https://www.indianagazette.com/local_news/district-awarded-career-readiness-mini-grant/article_222b0414-09c9-54c5-bf8e-959e7449b55e.html
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/school_news/blairsville-career-event-focuses-on-importance-of-trade-jobs/article_fecf5e4c-b01a-11e7-b51e-93a53d0b6b3c.html
https://pathful.com/connect
https://www.rivervalleysd.org/url/district-profile
https://www.rivervalleysd.org/apps/news/article/1503100
https://zspace.com/
https://www.pct.edu/news/article/2022/09/28/president-delivers-keynote-for-steam-academy-launch
https://www.smallablearning.com/s/EdMotion-November-Newsletter-compressed.pdf
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/education/river-valley-school-district-partners-with-comptia-apprenticeships-for-tech/article_84e84e16-b1b9-54fd-a9ca-82a140701732.html
https://www.aasa.org/docs/default-source/resources/case-studies/river-valley-school-district-case-study.pdf?sfvrsn=3444d9a8_3/%20River-Valley-School-District-Case-Study.pdf
https://www.worldofwork.net/
https://nlg-consulting.net/2023/02/14/bringing-the-world-of-work-to-pittsburgh/
https://www.rivervalleysd.org/url/news/news-post-page/~board/river-valley-news/post/li-secretary-visits-river-valley-steam-academy
https://www.indianagazette.com/local_news/martell-to-take-part-in-czech-embassy-steam-seminar/article_ea41b633-c84c-5818-a111-4abf160483d3.html
https://www.rivervalleysd.org/url/news/news-post-page/~board/river-valley-news/post/river-valley-recognized-as-a-lighthouse-school-system-at-aasa-national-summit
https://www.rivervalleysd.org/url/news/news-post-page/~board/river-valley-news/post/river-valley-school-district-recognized-at-the-white-house
https://www.rivervalleysd.org/url/news/news-post-page/~board/river-valley-news/post/river-valley-school-district-to-participate-in-white-house-cybersecurity-summit

