
PAYING FOR 
COLLEGE



COLLEGE COSTS AND FINANCIAL NEED

Cost of Attendance
•Tuition & Fees
•Room & Board
•Books & Supplies
•Transportation
•Miscellaneous Personal Expenses

      Cost of Attendance (COA)
 -    Student Aid Index (SAI)
 

    =   Financial Need 

 Student Aid Index 
(an eligibility index for student aid)

     

As determined 
by FAFSA 
application

This is different 
for each school 

you are 
considering

Your need is what the 
colleges will try to 

meet through different 
sources of funds



 Example: 
 Cost of Attendance =
 
  - Student Aid Index =

 
  Financial Need       =

$20,000

$13,000

$50,000

$43,000

$30,000

$23,000

$7,000$7,000 $7,000

• Your Student Aid Index (SAI) doesn’t change based on the school you attend

• Schools will determine your financial need based on your SAI and will develop an 
award letter (package) to try to meet your need



SAMPLE AWARD LETTER

             Financial Need = $23,000 
  Scholarships     $5,000

Institutional Grant     $2,000
Federal Grants     $1,000
State Grants     $4,000
Loans             $5,000 

TOTAL =       $17,000
Unmet Need = $6,000



WHAT’S AVAILABLE

So what’s available to help meet your need?

• Federal Financial Aid

• State Based Aid

• School Based Scholarships

• Private Scholarships



FEDERAL 
FINANCIAL AID



There is more than $111 
billion available 

in federal aid to help students 
pay for college

Pell Grants for 24-25 will be up 
to $7,395 and it is estimated 

that 600,000 more students will 
be Pell Eligible than previous 

years.

In addition to Federal Student 
Aid, there are more and more 

scholarships requiring students 
to have a completed FAFSA on 

file. Students can be eligible for 
these scholarships even if they 

don’t have financial need.



LOANS
Direct Loans are awarded to students by the colleges based on their FAFSA. This is borrowed money 

for college that must be repaid.

Direct Subsidized Loans - Government pays interest while student is in college 5.5%

• Repayment doesn’t start until 6 months after you stop attending college

Direct Unsubsidized Loans - Interest begins occurring right away 5.5%

• Repayment doesn’t start until 6 months after you stop attending college

Direct PLUS Loans - Parent Loans for Undergraduate Students 8.05%

• These are not typically awarded right away,  you have to ask the college how to apply for them

• Repayment may start immediately - talk to each college about the terms and conditions

Private Loans 

• Available through private banks and other agencies. Interest rates are typically higher and 

require repayment right away



WHAT IS THE FAFSA?
•The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid) is the application necessary to 
qualify for federal grants, federal work-study 
and federal student loans

–Some states and schools also use this data 
to award state and local aid including 
scholarships

•The FAFSA can be found at fafsa.gov 

•Students must file every year in order to be 
considered for aid for the next academic year

Caution: We still not know the exact 
date that the application for the 
2024-25 school year will open.

Don’t do anything until I tell you it is 
open or you will be filling out the 

wrong application



BASIC ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
Students must have:

• High school diploma, GED, or home schooling certificate

• A Social Security Number (with limited exceptions)

• U.S. citizenship or be an eligible non-citizen

Students also need to:

• Be enrolled or accepted for enrollment in an eligible program

– This is at the time when aid is being awarded. They can apply in the Senior year 
even though they have not been admitted.

• Be pursuing an eligible degree, certificate or credential

• Maintain ‘Satisfactory Academic Progress’ (successfully completing approximately 
66% of their credits each semester)



FSA ID (the first step)



FSA ID 

You must wait 1-3 days after creating 
your FSA ID before you can use it. You can 
do this now while we are waiting for the 

FAFSA to open.



Who Needs an FSA ID
1. The Student
2. At least one parent (might need both based on the Parent 

Wizard which we will get to later in the presentation)
– New process this year

• Even if parents are not US Citizens, they will need to 
create an FSA ID in order to complete the student’s 
application.

• In December, the FSA ID creation will allow users without 
a SSN to check a box that says I don’t have a SSN and they 
will go through a verification process using TransUnion



Creating Your FSA ID

• Go to 
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/cre
ate-account/launch

• Select “Get Started” 

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch


• For US Citizens
– Make sure your Social Security 

number (SSN), date of birth, and 
name match what’s on your Social 
Security Card

Personal Information



Username
● Must be 6 to 30 characters long.
● Choose a username and password 

that you can remember.
● Don’t include personal info such as 

date of birth or name.
● If you see a message “The 

username you entered is already in 
use,” try something different

Password
● Must be between 8 and 30 

characters in length, and must 
contain at least one uppercase 
letter, one lowercase letter, and 
one number.

● Cannot include your name or 
birthdate

Make sure you write down/save your 
username and password



Mobile Phone Number can be used to recover username and password and it is 
strongly recommended that you enter a phone number here

You can chose to 
receive required 

communication via 
email or postal mail 
and it is up to you if 
you want to opt in 

to receive the 
optional 

communication by 
selecting one of the 

options



Finally, you have to answer 4 challenge 
questions

Make sure you spell the answers 
correctly and that you will remember 
the answers

The answers are not case-sensitive



• Review and confirm your information.

• If you need to make a correction, use 
the “Edit” button within that tile of 
information.

• Review and agree to FSA’s terms and 
conditions.



• You will need to verify your mobile 
phone number and email address

• Select the “Verify My Mobile 
Phone Number” button to verify 
your mobile phone number.

• Select the “Verify My Email 
Address” button to verify your 
email address. 

• Once you verify your email and 
phone number, you can use them 
to log in, unlock your account, 
retrieve your username, or reset 
your password. 



•  Your info will be sent to the Social Security 
Administration (SSA) for confirmation.

•  SSA review will take 1–3 days.
• You should receive an email informing you of the results 

of the SSA review. 

• If there is an issue, log in to your “Account Settings” at 
StudentAid.gov and review/update your profile info. If 
your info is correct, you’ll need to contact the SSA. To 
find your local SSA office, call 1-800-772-1213 or go to 
ssa.gov.

What’s Next



If you forget your username or password, you can retrieve them by:

• having a secure code emailed to you (enter your verified email address and date of 
birth); 

• having a secure code sent to you via text (enter your verified mobile phone number and 
date of birth); or

• answering your challenge questions (enter your Social Security number, last name, and 
date of birth).  Note: you have to wait 30 minutes if you use this option to recover your 
password



FAFSA



FAFSA

•FREE Application for Federal Student Aid

–NEVER PAY money to submit the FAFSA

There are scam sites out there that look like the real 

application and charge students to submit it.



When the FAFSA opens sometime in December 
you will go to https://fafsa.gov 

Click on Start Here

https://fafsa.gov/


This is a prototype….the real application will be available some time in December

Make sure you are filling out the form for the correct year. For this 
year’s seniors you will click on 

Start 2024-25 FAFSA 
which will be the student’s 1st year in college



Roles

● After logging in, the user can select the applicable role to fill out the FAFSA. 

● The next few slides will take you through the process of the Student 

completing the application. 

● The parent can start the application 

but the student will have to login 

with their own FSA ID to finish it



Identity Information

The FAFSA form will populate based on the 

information in the your FSA ID account. 

You can edit the mailing address here if it has 

changed since you set up your FSA ID

If any of the other personal information is 

incorrect, you must access your Account 

Settings on StudentAid.gov (where you created 

the FSA ID) to correct them



State of Legal Residence

This page will populate 

the state of legal 

residence based on the 

information in the FSA ID 

but can be changed

You will need to enter 

the month and year you 

became a legal resident



PROVIDING 
CONSENT



Providing Consent

The next page informs the user about 

consent and their federal tax information 

and asks for approval to do so. By providing 

consent, the user’s federal tax information 

is transferred directly into the FAFSA® form 

from the IRS to help complete the 

Student/Parent Financials section. 

Even if the user did not file taxes, they 

must provide consent by clicking Approve



Providing Consent



Who Should Provide Consent and Approval
● All students

● If parents are married and filed jointly, only one parent has 

to provide consent. If they are married and filed separately 

then 3 must consent (student, parent, spouse)

○ Even if the parent’s didn’t file tax return

○ Even if they don’t have a SSN

○ Even if they filed in a foreign country

● If students or parents do not provide consent, the student 

can finish the application but they will not be eligible for 

aid





STUDENT 
APPLICATION



Personal Circumstances

The form will now take the student through the questions to determine whether they are dependent or 

independent



Student Marital Status & College Plans 

All high school seniors should select “First 
Year (freshman)” even if they have dual 

credit classes.



Student Personal Circumstances

● This section is asking clarifying questions to 
determine if the student will be considered 
dependent or independent

● For the majority of high school seniors, they 
will click “None of these apply”

● If any of these do apply, there will be follow 
up questions and the student may need to 
contact the financial aid office to provide 
documentation.
○ See Mrs. Chandler if you need help 

with this



Student Other Circumstances

● This section will also ask if the student was 

homeless or at risk of being homeless. 

● Most students will select “No”

If they select “Yes” it will ask who determined this 

for them. If they are deemed homeless or at risk of 

being homeless, they would be considered a 

Provisionally Independent Student



Student Unusual Circumstances
● This section asks if unusual circumstances prevent them from contacting 

their parent(s) 

● If they select “Yes” they will be listed as a Provisionally Independent 

Student



Student Dependency Status

Most students will say “No” to the homeless 

question and “No” to Unusual Circumstances and 

therefore will be considered a dependent student. 

The student is asked if they want a financial aid 

administrator to determine their eligibility for a 

Direct Unsubsidized Loan ONLY. They should mark 

No because we want the student to be considered 

for all types of aid. If a student selects yes because 

their parents won’t provide parental information, 

they will not be eligible to receive any aid (not even 

loans)





Parent Wizard

Once the student is determined 
to be Dependent, they will enter 
the Parent Wizard section of the 
application to determine which 
parent needs to be invited as a 
Contributor.

Parents Married to Each Other

Parents Not  Married to Each Other 
but Live Together



Parent Wizard
Parents Not Married to Each Other and Don’t 

Live Together



Inviting Parents as Contributors
● This screen will show one Parent section if the parent is 

not married/remarried or two if they are.

● The student needs to make sure this information is the 
parent’s legal information (name, birthdate and SSN - if 
they have one)

● Student will provide an email address where the 
invitation to be a contributor will be sent. Note: If 
parent’s FSA ID is set up under a different email 
address it will still work.

● If the parent’s filed their taxes as Married Filing Jointly, 
the student can send an invite to both parents. Only 
one of them needs to complete the FAFSA.

● Once the parent gets the invitation, they can start 
working on their section of the student’s FAFSA even 
while the student is working on their part.



Demographic Information

The student is asked about their Gender, Race and Ethnicity

This is for research purposes only and will not impact aid 

eligibility



Citizenship Status 

The application will then ask about citizenship status. In rare cases 

noncitizens can apply if they are in one of the categories on the 

right



Parent Education Status

This is used to identify first generation 

college students. There are college 

programs (TRIO, EOC, etc) that can help 

students once they are enrolled.



Parent Killed in Line of Duty

The student will be asked if their 

parent was killed in the line of duty in 

the Armed Forces on or after 9/11 or 

while performing official duties as a 

public safety officer



High School Completion Status

The student is asked about what their 

high school completion status will be 

when they start the 2024–25 school 

year. 

They should check that they have a high 

school diploma when they start college



High School Information

The student is asked which high school they did or will graduate from.  After selecting "Search," they select the 

correct high school from the search results. 



Student Financials

This is the first page within the Student 

Financials section. It provides an overview 

of the section. 

If the student did not provide consent earlier 

in the application, it will give them the 

opportunity to do so here.

If they still don’t want to provide consent, they will be able to manually enter 

tax information but they will not be eligible for federal student aid. They will 

send the record to the school who will reach out to the student to provide 

consent



Student Tax Return Information

If consent is provided and the tax information is 

successfully transferred in, these are the only 

questions they will have to answer

If the IRS was not able to provide tax information, 

they will have additional questions to answer to 

determine if they are a tax filer 



Student Assets

● Students will be asked what their current 

balance of Cash, Savings and Checking, 

their current net worth of business and 

investments

● If at any time you have questions about 

what the question means, there should be 

a question mark (?) next to the question 

and it will open a separate tab and provide 

detailed information to help you.



Colleges

● The student is asked to search for 

the colleges and/or career 

schools they would like to receive 

their FAFSA® information. 

● Students can select to send their 

FAFSA information to a maximum 

of 20 schools. 



Student Review Page

● The review page displays the responses that 

the student has provided in the FAFSA® form. 

The student can view all their responses by 

expanding each section. To edit a response, 

the student can select the question’s 

hyperlink and will be taken to the 

corresponding page. 

● Students will be able to see the status of their 

Contributor’s portion of the application 



Student Signature

● On this page, the student 

acknowledges the terms and 

conditions of the FAFSA® form and 

signs their section. 

● After agreeing and signing, the 

student is able to Sign their section of 

the FAFSA form but the form cannot 

be submitted until all Contributors 

have completed their information.

● The last person to complete that last 

portion of information will see the 

Sign and Submit button. 



Section Complete

Upon signing the student section, the student is 

presented the student section complete page. This 

page displays information for the student about next 

steps, including tracking their FAFSA form. The 

student is reminded that their form is not completed 

and can’t be submitted until the parent completes 

the contributor section of the form and signs it. 

A FAFSA will be deleted if it hasn’t been submitted 

and no one has accessed it within 45 days. To keep it 

active, either the student or parent can login and 

work on the application.



PARENT SECTION



Parent Current Marital Status

The parent is asked about their current marital status and State of Legal Residence



Invitation Email

When the student invites their parent(s) to be 

a contributor on their FAFSA, this is what it 

will look like. Click on “Log In" and and enter 

the Parent’s FSA ID to provide consent and 

complete the parental information.

If the parent logs in and the student’s form 

information isn’t found, they can click the 

“Can’t find form” in the email and the help 

information will help them understand how to 

get that resolved.



Parent Status Center – My Activity 

After successfully logging in, the parent is 

taken to their “My Activity” page where you 

will see an invitation to be a contributor on 

the student’s FAFSA® form. 



Parent Identity Information

The first page is the same as the student’s where it 

will bring in your address from your FSA ID but you 

can change it. If any of the other information is 

incorrect you will need to click on the Account 

Settings link to update your FSA ID information.



Parent Consent

This page informs the parent 

about consent and their federal 

tax information. By providing 

consent, the parent’s federal tax 

information is transferred 

directly into the FAFSA form from 

the IRS to help complete the 

Parent Financials section.  



Other Parent Information 

The parent is asked to provide 

information about their spouse or 

partner.

Important: Even if they are not required 

to provide consent, the FAFSA form needs 

to gather information about the other 

parent.



Parent Financials

This is the first page within the Parent Financials section. It provides an overview of the section.



Parent Federal Benefits Received 

This page asks the parent if they or anyone in 

their family has received federal benefits. 



Parent Tax Filing Status

This page asks the parent about their tax 

filing status. 

If you are married and say that you didn’t 

file jointly, more questions will appear 

If they indicate they are married filing 

separately, the other parent will be 

required to login and provide consent to 

have their information transferred in

If the form was not able to bring in the parent’s tax 

information (possibly because they completed a foreign tax 

return or because of identity theft) they will be able to enter 

the information manually but they must still provide 

consent to have the SAI calculated



Parent Family Size

Key Information:

The 2024-25 FAFSA will automatically 

populate the Family Size based on the tax 

return but it can be changed to 

accurately reflect the family size.

Remember: it doesn't matter who claims 

the student on the taxes. 



Number in College

This page asks the parent how many people 

in the family will be in college between July 

1, 2024, and June 30, 2025. 

Note: The SAI (Student Aid Index - formerly 

Estimated Family Contribution) will not take 

into account the number of students that 

will be in college

Parents who have more than one attending college should reach out to the 

financial aid offices to see if they can take this into consideration



Parent Tax Return Information

The parent is asked a few more questions 

about their 2022 tax return. 



Parent Assets

Note: If a parent has a 529 college fund for 

their students, they no longer have to report 

the total of all family funds for each student. 

They only have to report the amount of the 

529 for the student they are filling the FAFSA 

out for.



Parent Review Page

The review page displays the responses that the 

parent has provided in the FAFSA® form. In this 

scenario, the parent can only view responses 

within the parent section of the student’s FAFSA 

form. The parent can view all their responses by 

expanding each section. To edit a response, the 

parent can select the question’s hyperlink to be 

taken to the corresponding page.

Parent can see the status of other Contributors 

on this screen



Parent Signature

The parent acknowledges the terms and conditions of 

the FAFSA® form and signs their section. Since all 

required sections are complete, the parent can both 

sign and submit the student’s FAFSA form. 

If all Contributors have finished their sections, the Sign 

and Submit button will appear. If they haven’t it will just 

say Sign.

The great news is that since the parent is submitting all 

of their information within their login (FSA ID) if they 

login to do a FAFSA for another student or even for 

themselves, it will automatically transfer everything 

over. There will just be a few questions they will ask.



FAFSA® Confirmation

Upon submitting the student’s FAFSA® 

form, the parent is presented an 

abbreviated confirmation page. This page 

displays information about tracking the 

student’s FAFSA form and next steps. 

Once the student and parent sections are 

completed and signed, the FAFSA form is 

considered complete and submitted for 

processing. 



FAFSA Submission 
Summary



FAFSA Submission Summary 

The student will receive a FAFSA Submission 

Summary for their processed FAFSA® form and 

any subsequent corrections that they submit. 

The FAFSA Submission Summary is broken into 

four tabs: Eligibility Overview, FAFSA Form 

Answers, School Information, and Next Steps. At 

the top, the student will see information about 

when their form was received and processed. 

They also have the option to print their FAFSA 

Submission Summary to keep for their records. 



Eligibility Overview

● On the Eligibility Overview tab, the student sees 

information about what federal student aid they 

may be eligible for, such as a Federal Pell Grant 

and Federal Direct Loans. They are also able to 

view the Student Aid Index. 

● Any amounts of financial aid that display on this 

tab are estimates and are not guaranteed. Final 

determination of the student’s financial aid 

eligibility is provided by their school’s financial 

aid office. 



Eligibility Overview (continued)



FAFSA Form Answers & School Information 
These sections let you review information submitted and college information. The FAFSA Form Answers has 

a button if you to need make corrections or add a college



Next Steps 
On the Next Steps tab, the student can see comments 

that pertain to their FAFSA® form. Some comments 

may require the student to start a correction or send 

additional documentation to their school. Other 

comments may be informational and do not require 

any further action from the student. 

If there is an issue after they submit their FAFSA, the 

Next Steps tab will have a red exclamation mark on it. 

This will typically mean their aid package can not be 

generated until something is corrected



WHAT HAPPENS 
NEXT?



• Students should receive a confirmation that their FAFSA was processed 
within 3-5 days of submission. They can check the status on the FAFSA 
Submission Summary page.

• At that time, their information is sent to the colleges for processing

• Every school has a different timeline for when they will start processing 
awards. Having your application in before this date will allow you to be 
considered for the maximum amount of aid. 

– Examples: 
• March 1st - UNM, NMSU, Western NM, San Juan Community 

College and NMT 

• May 1st - CNM

NEXT STEPS



STATE BASED
AID



NEW MEXICO

•The Legislative Lottery & Opportunity scholarships are the biggest 
component of New Mexico’s state based financial aid

•Must be a resident of New Mexico.

•Student must have completed high school at a public or accredited 
private New Mexico high school, graduated from a public or 
accredited private new Mexico high school or received a high school 
equivalency credential while maintaining residency in New Mexico.

•No application is necessary

•Covers 100% of tuition and fees as long as the student maintains a 
2.5 GPA and completes the required number of credits (12 at a 
2-year college, 15 at a 4-year university)



SCHOOL
BASED
SCHOLARSHIPS



SCHOOL BASED SCHOLARSHIPS
• Merit (Academic) - may be considered automatically or may need to fill out a 

separate application

• Athletic

• Major specific

• General scholarships

• Requirements vary by school

• Administered through

– Admissions

– Academic Departments

– Athletic Department

– Financial Aid



New Mexico State University
https://admissions.nmsu.edu/scholarships/ 

https://admissions.nmsu.edu/scholarships/


FAFSA AND SCHOLARSHIPS
Some school-based scholarships and private scholarship require FAFSA to be on file – even if you don’t have 

financial need

Texas Tech

• “You do not need to complete the FAFSA and you will still be considered for merit based 

scholarships and specific major scholarships from your department that do not require the FAFSA. 

However, by completing the FAFSA, you do increase your chances to be considered for a wider 

pool of scholarships.”

Hispanic College Fund - https://www.hsf.net/scholarship

505 Southwestern® New Mexico True Scholars 

NMEAF Fund Your Future Scholarship - monthly drawing for $500 scholarships

APS Education Foundation Varsity Grant - drawing at the end of the year for eight $1000 scholarships

BigFuture Scholarship - monthly drawings for $500 and $40,000 scholarships

https://www.hsf.net/scholarship
http://505chile.com/


WUE (WESTERN UNDERGRADUATE EXCHANGE)

• Agreement between schools in western states that provides a reduced tuition to 
some students

• Eligible students won’t pay out-of-state tuition, they will pay 150% of in-state tuition

– Example 

• Out of state tuition is $30,000 a year

• In state tuition is $10,000 a year

• A WUE student would pay $15,000 a year

• Not all schools participate

• Some only have it for certain majors

• Some only have a few scholarships and therefore it is a competitive process

• Some give it to all students

https://www.wiche.edu/tuition-savings/wue/wue-savings-finder/ 

https://www.wiche.edu/tuition-savings/wue/wue-savings-finder/


PRIVATE 
SCHOLARSHIPS



PRIVATE SCHOLARSHIPS

• There are thousands of private scholarships!

• Many are not based on GPA or financial need

– Where to find them:
• Scholarship search sites

• Employers

• Service organizations

• Mrs. Chandler’s list on the Class of 2024 page 
https://lacueva.aps.edu/our-school/counseling/class-of-2024 

https://lacueva.aps.edu/our-school/counseling/class-of-2024


ALBUQUERQUE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
 New Mexico Manufactured Housing Association Scholarship Fund
Providing assistance to New Mexico graduating high school seniors residing in a manufactured home.
 
Sussman-Miller Educational Assistance Fund
Providing assistance to students to further their education in an undergraduate program who need financial assistance to address the ‘gap’ in 
financial aid packages.
 
Youth in Foster Care Scholarship Fund
Providing assistance to young adults who have been in the New Mexico foster care system who want to develop a marketable skill or continue their 
education at a post-secondary school.
James Ledwith Memorial Scholarship Fund
Providing assistance  to students for post-secondary education in pursuit of a life dream with hope, faith and courage in spite of facing hardship. This 
scholarship is for students who are pursuing a professional goal and have faced or facing adversity.
 
Kiwanis Club of Albuquerque Scholarship Fund
Providing assistance to graduating students with strong community service experience and strong academic records from an Albuquerque metro area 
high school, (includes Bernalillo, Sandoval Valencia and Torrance Counties) who are planning a career in child development and/or teaching.
 
Manuel Lujan Excellence in Education Scholarship Fund
Providing assistance for graduating seniors from 24 designated central New Mexico high schools attending a New Mexico four-year college/university.  
Each designated high school selects one student for a $500 per year award, renewable for a total of four years of undergraduate studies. 
 
Susie Kubié Symphonic Music Scholarship
Provides scholarships to deserving young students who have participated in the Albuquerque Youth Symphony Program and intend to pursue a 
degree in music during college. One new and/or renewing scholarship, up to $4,000 will be awarded annually.
 
Woodcock Family Education Scholarship Fund
Providing assistance to Albuquerque metro area high school graduating seniors of exceptional promise in the fields of science and math.

https://abqcf.org/scholarships/  

https://abqcf.org/scholarships/


ALBUQUERQUE HISPANO CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE

• The Albuquerque Hispano Chamber of Commerce scholarships are 

awards designed to provide recognition for educational

and leadership qualities to graduating Hispanic high school seniors 

that will be attending an institution of higher learning.

• The Scholarship committee will consider educational achievement, 

leadership qualities, letters of recommendation, written essays and 

strong financial need.
Application available January 2024

https://www.ahcnm.org/scholarship-954050.html 

https://www.ahcnm.org/scholarship-954050.html


NMAA SCHOLARSHIPS
NMAA offers Athletic and Activities Scholarships

• Have you participated in the following activities?

– Athletic Training Challenge, Bowling, BPA, Chess, Choir, Concert Band, DECA, 

Drama/One Act Play, English Expo, FCCLA, FFA, HOSA, JROTC, Mock Trial, Orchestra, 

Rodeo, Scholastic Publications, Science Fair, Science Olympiad, Skills USA, Speech & 

Debate, Student Council and TSA.

• What about these sports?

– Baseball, Basketball, Cross Country, Football, Golf, Soccer, Softball, Spirit, 

Swimming/Diving, Tennis, Track & Field,

Volleyball, and Wrestling.

• If yes, you should look at the NMAA scholarships! Deadline to apply is February 1st, 2024

https://www.nmact.org/foundation/scholarship-forms/ 

https://www.nmact.org/foundation/scholarship-forms/


505 Southwestern® New Mexico True Scholars is a new scholarship program designed to recognize passion and 
commitment to pursue higher education and make a positive impact on the agriculture industry in New Mexico.  
One recipient for the $5,000 scholarship will be selected annually and will be awarded in equal payments over 4 
years of undergraduate study.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

• Applicants must be graduating seniors of a New Mexico high school.

• Applicants must plan to attend an accredited college or university in New Mexico beginning fall 2024 and be 
enrolled full time.

• Applicants must have maintained a cumulative GPA of 3.0 in their first six semesters of high school.

• Applicants must have completed a FAFSA application for the upcoming college year

•  Applicants must demonstrate a commitment to making an impact in the agricultural industry and/or overall 
economy of food and agriculture of New Mexico.  

https://www.newmexicofoundation.org/apply-for-a-scholarship/ 

http://505chile.com/
https://www.newmexicofoundation.org/apply-for-a-scholarship/


This is an essay contest sponsored by Organ Transplant 
Awareness Program of New Mexico. This year there will be 
two $500 scholarships awarded to New Mexico high school 
seniors. The awards are in memory of Betty Montoya, 
kidney recipient and Jaime Munoz, double lung recipient. 
The purpose of the scholarship program is to promote 
organ and tissue donation as an important social 
responsibility while assisting New Mexico youth with higher 
education. 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: 
• High school senior attending a public, private school or 

home school in New Mexico. 
• Have a grade point average of 2.0 or above on a 4.0 scale.
• Intend to enroll in an accredited college, university, or 

vocational-technical school. 
• Application will open in December – deadline is February 

14th
http://otapnm.com/scholarship

http://otapnm.com/scholarship


JIFFY  LUBE WHAT 
DRIVES YOU

https://www.yourturn2apply.co
m/newmexico.htm

See Amelia’s video at the link 
above

https://www.yourturn2apply.com/newmexico.htm
https://www.yourturn2apply.com/newmexico.htm


PARNALL LAW 
DISTRACTED DRIVING SCHOLARSHIP

https://www.hurtcallbert.com/scholarships/

https://www.hurtcallbert.com/scholarships/


Deadline April 14th 
https://1003thepeak.iheart.com/co
ntent/the-toyota-high-school-schol
arship-challenge/

https://1003thepeak.iheart.com/content/the-toyota-high-school-scholarship-challenge/
https://1003thepeak.iheart.com/content/the-toyota-high-school-scholarship-challenge/
https://1003thepeak.iheart.com/content/the-toyota-high-school-scholarship-challenge/


https://bigfuture.collegeboa
rd.org/pay-for-college/bigfu
ture-scholarships 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/bigfuture-scholarships
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/bigfuture-scholarships
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/bigfuture-scholarships


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetgZi-dNjP2BIesgGE
UKc_1njy-uZ-jyhjwHoHCMrAFUrQhg/viewform

APS Education Foundation Varsity Grant
Seven scholarships will be awarded to students in the amount of $1,000 each. Student members of the APS Education Foundation Board of 

Directors have agreed upon the following criteria in order to enter a student’s name into the Varsity Award Scholarship Drawing: 

●   A student’s name can be entered once for each category listed below that they complete. There are ten (10) categories which means 

a student who completes each item will receive up to 10 entries

1. Apply to a 2- or 4-year college or university, trade school, certification or apprenticeship program

2. Complete your FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid), CSS Profile (College Scholarship Service) Profile through College Board 

or if you are not eligible to fill out the FAFSA, you can complete a school-based financial aid form

3. Participate in a college or university visit with a tour (it can be virtual); you can also attend an online information session; you can also 

contact a recruiter directly or a member of admissions for more information

4. Complete a Career Assessment through online programs such as YouScience, My Next Move,  or NM Career Solutions (click on Work 

Interests Assessment)

5. Plan to take and complete an AP test your senior year

6. Participate in a job shadow, internship/mentorship, or pre-apprenticeship program

7. Pass a Dual Credit Class with a “C” or above

8. Take an ACT, SAT or ACCUPLACER Practice Test

9. Set up a Career Solutions Student account at www.nmcareersolutions.com and complete the “Why I Work” Financial Tool Activity 

(under the Career Exploration Tab).

10. Apply for a scholarship (other than this one)

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetgZi-dNjP2BIesgGEUKc_1njy-uZ-jyhjwHoHCMrAFUrQhg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetgZi-dNjP2BIesgGEUKc_1njy-uZ-jyhjwHoHCMrAFUrQhg/viewform
https://www.nmcareersolutions.com/vosnet/Student/StudentWizardPage.aspx?enc=C1oDnK6KJB+AybxRo44YmDh8U3sMjPPFOD0SqybBvCY=
http://www.nmcareersolutions.com/


LA CUEVA  
SCHOLARSHIPS



CAMILLA ROWE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

The Camilla Rowe Memorial Scholarship honors the memory of a dedicated and 

loving teacher at Eisenhower Middle School. Her teaching philosophy 

emphasized to her students “to question, seek answers and question again in 

the search of Truth.”

A $1,200 Scholarship will be awarded yearly to one graduating senior who 

attended Eisenhower Middle School for one year. 

Application available mid-spring



ALLEN KRUMM MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Allen Krumm was La Cueva's first principal, the Allen Krumm 
Memorial Scholarship is awarded to a selected application based on:

• Demonstration of personal qualities, such as perseverance, 
initiative and a willingness to work hard

• Financial Benefit 

• Potential to be a well-respected representative of La Cueva High 
School 

• Potential to succeed 

Application available mid-spring



STEVE KNEE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

This Memorial Scholarship Fund was established in 2004 in memory of Steve 

Knee. A scholarship in the amount of $2,000 will be awarded to a graduating 

varsity athlete from La Cueva HS who best exemplifies his/her athleticism, 

competitive spirit, character, emotional balance and leadership.

To qualify, the student/athlete must:

• Have participated in one or more high school sports at the Varsity level

• Have a cumulative high school GPA of 3.0 or better

• Demonstrate in specific ways his/her athleticism, spirit, character, work ethic & 

leadership.

Application available mid-spring



DAWN M. WITIUK MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

•The Dawn M. Witiuk Memorial Scholarship was established to 
honor La Cueva High School mathematics teacher Dawn M. 
Witiuk

• In the past, the award was $1000

Application available mid-spring



ROBBY BAKER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

The Robby Baker Scholarship Fund was established by Robby’s 
family in 2003. Robby loved to ski and found that skiing helped his 
self-confidence as he dealt with the challenges of dyslexia.
 
One scholarship is awarded annually to a LCHS graduating senior 
who has a language learning or other reading disability.
 

Awarded through the Albuquerque Community Foundation

Application available mid-spring

https://abqcf.org/scholarships-for-new-mexico-high-school-students/ 

https://abqcf.org/scholarships-for-new-mexico-high-school-students/


AUSTIN DENTON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
The Austin Denton Memorial Scholarship has been established to carry on the legacy of an amazing young 

man. Austin devoted his life to giving back to his school and community. He was an amazing journalist and 

had a passion for all things La Cueva. He was involved in DECA, a sports reporter for The Edition, the 

announcer for basketball, baseball and football. But walking through the halls of La Cueva you cannot find a 

part of our campus that he didn’t have an impact on. He loved our school and our school loved him. He had 

a passion for life and anyone who had the opportunity to know him felt his impact. This $2,500 scholarship 

will be awarded in May at the La Cueva High School Honors Ceremony to one La Cueva senior. 

Requirements: 

• Senior graduating from La Cueva High School in May 2024

• 3.0 weighted GPA 

• Must be attending a 2 or 4-year college/university in the fall of 2024

• Demonstrated involvement in extra extra-curricular activities which includes La Cueva and/or 

community-based activities

Application available mid-spring



COL ROMERO MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

The Colonel Romero Memorial Scholarship will award two scholarships to seniors who are active 

in the La Cueva High School Marine Corps JROTC program. 

• One scholarship in the amount of $500 will be awarded to a senior who has enlisted in any 

branch of the military. 

• The second scholarship in the amount of $1000 will be awarded to a senior who is pursuing 

post-secondary education at a trade school, 2-year or 4-year college or university. 

Application available mid-spring



SCHOLARSHIP SEARCH SITES

Senior Class Website: https://lacueva.aps.edu/our-school/counseling/class-of-2024 

UNM’s General Scholarship Resource (general list, don’t have to be going to UNM)

https://scholarship.unm.edu/Resources/websites/freshman.html 

New Mexico State University’s Scholarship List (general list, don’t have to be going to NMSU)

https://fa.nmsu.edu/scholarships/private.html

https://www.scholarships.com/

http://www.fastweb.com/

https://www.cappex.com/

http://www.finaid.org/scholarships/

https://lacueva.aps.edu/our-school/counseling/class-of-2024
https://scholarship.unm.edu/Resources/websites/freshman.html
https://fa.nmsu.edu/scholarships/private.html
http://links.schoolloop.com/link/rd?href=736c5f6c696e6b666630316363306562326668747470733a2f2f7777772e7363686f6c617273686970732e636f6d2f
http://links.schoolloop.com/link/rd?href=736c5f6c696e6b6666303163633065623266687474703a2f2f7777772e666173747765622e636f6d2f
https://www.cappex.com/
http://www.finaid.org/scholarships/


HOW  DOES  IT 
ALL WORK 
TOGETHER?



SAMPLE 
AWARD 
LETTER



How much will you have to pay?
•Cost of Attendance is not an exact amount you will need to cover

– Includes

• Tuition and Fees (you must pay per semester)

• Room and Board (if living on campus you must pay per semester)

• Books and Supplies (can rent, get eBook)

• Transportation (travel, car, insurance and parking permit)

• Personal/Miscellaneous (shampoo, deodorant, etc)

– Some colleges include the highest cost of housing, food and transportation 

in their total

• Take a look at the exact dorm you want to live in and the meal plan that will 

meet your needs

• Transportation may not need to be that high if you don’t have to fly home 

– Make sure you budget for a parking pass if you are taking a car

• Payment plans are available (sometimes with a fee)



NET PRICE CALCULATORS

• Every school is required (by law) to have a Net Price Calculator to 

help students and parents estimate costs and aid awards

• Some are better than others

• May include:

– Federal financial aid

– State financial aid

– School based aid

– Scholarships

• Simply go to the college websites and search for Net Price 

Calculator



Beware of Sticker Price
• It is important to not only look at the published their estimated cost of 

attendance but look at how much aid is available

– Some publish amounts as high as $85,000 a year 

• You may find that the actual cost (after scholarships and federal aid) of these 

high cost institutions might be lower than other schools that list a lower cost of 

attendance

• It is very important that students apply to a variety of schools not only based on 

admissions criteria but on cost as well. 

• BigFuture has a section of their college search website that includes information 
on cost

– Student situations vary but it’s a good place to look at how colleges are 
meeting/not meeting student need

• https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search
• Navigate to College
• Click on Costs

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search


Types of Aid

• Grants/Scholarships (free money)

• Work Study 
• You work to earn the money

• Work on campus

• Loans
• Subsidized 

• Interest does not accrue until after graduation

• Repayment begins 6 months after finishing/graduating college

• Unsubsidized 
• Interest starts accruing immediately

• Repayment begins 6 months after finishing/graduating college

• PLUS (Parent Loan for Undergraduate Students)
• Interest starts accruing immediately

• Repayment begins immediately

• Private Loans
• Interest starts accruing immediately

• Repayment begins immediately

More 
appealing

Less 
appealing



LOAN REPAYMENT CALCULATORS

http://www.bankrate.com/calculators/college-planning/loan-calculator.aspx

http://www.bankrate.com/calculators/college-planning/loan-calculator.aspx


YOUR TO DO LIST

•Students and one parent need to set up a FSA ID

•Complete the FAFSA

– The earlier the better, but not until I announce that it is open, 

sometime in December

•Find and apply for scholarships!

– School-based and private



FAFSA APPOINTMENTS

If you would like to schedule an appointment to do your 

FAFSA with me, you can go to 

https://lacueva.aps.edu/chandler and scroll to the bottom to 

find the scheduling link. Appointments will be available once 

the FAFSA opens  

https://lacueva.aps.edu/chandler


Money Mondays

FAFSA Assistance from Financial Aid 

Professionals

https://www.nmeaf.org/money-mondays

Dates will be available once the FAFSA 

opens

https://www.nmeaf.org/money-mondays


Create Your FSA ID 

If you would like to set up your FSA ID 
now, scan the QR code here to go to 
the Create Account screen

If you have had another student 
complete the FAFSA in the last few 
years, you already have an account and 
do not have to set up another one.



QUESTIONS
Create Your FSA ID 

Spend a few minutes now creating your FSA ID so it can 
be confirmed before the FAFSA opens up

Scan the QR code to the left to go to the Create an 
Account page

If you have had another student complete the FAFSA in 
the last few years, you already have an account and do not 
have to set up another one


