SHS PTA WEEKLY PLANNER 11/14/23

Dear SHS Families,

Thank you to Principal Stafford Thomas, AP Micah Lawrence, District PE and Health
Coordinator Chris Wanner & AD V] Sarullo for joining our first PTA meeting of the year and
initiating a super interesting conversation on the district’s DEIB initiatives! And thanks to
all of you for attending, voting on our budget, and your dialogue concerning our beloved
school!

Important Upcoming Dates

Tuesday, November 14th Community Conversation with the BOE at the
Westport Public Library, 12pm

Tuesday, November 14th Never Enough: When Achievement Culture
Becomes Toxic - And What We Can Do About It
Book talk at the Westport Library, 7-8pm

Friday, November 17th Staples Players Presents “The Prom”
and Saturday, November 18th 7:30pm

Saturday, November 18th Staples Players Presents “The Prom”
3pm

Wednesday, November 22nd Early Dismissal
12:30pm

Thursday, November 23rd and Thanksgiving Holiday and Recess
Friday, November 24th

STAPLES SCHOOL NEWS

PTA Membership and Directory
Apple pie or pumpkin pie? Let’s talk it out. Do you know what doesn’t require debate? You
guessed it: joining the SHS PTA! Sign up today!

Logowear
The SHS logowear store is open now thru Friday, 11/17. Order your holiday gifts today!
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Yearbooks Are Available to Order
The ‘23-24 yearbook can be ordered here-the earlier you purchase, the more you save.
Questions? Let the SHS Yearbook Team know: shsyearbook@westportps.org.

Community Conversation with the Board of Education

TODAY,11/14 in the Komansky Room, Westport Library. The Westport BOE
encourages community members to join a community conversation on any topics
related to our schools. Esteemed long-time Westport educator and former RTM
moderator, Velma Heller, will facilitate the conversation. Community members are
encouraged to attend and to raise school-related questions of importance to them.
This is an opportunity for a more informal exchange as the BOE continues their
practice of actively seeking feedback from community members in an open public
forum.

The School Counseling Department News

e First Quarter Report Cards are available now
e Senior Post-High School Planning Highlights: see link above for detailed information

ATTN SENIOR PARENTS

Please click here for important Senior Information, including

e Cap & Gown + Diploma Ordering - Due by 1/15/24
e Senior Yearbook Ads - Due by 12/31/23
e Senior Internship Program

STAPLES COMMUNITY NEWS

Reflections Arts Contest 2023-24

The Staples PTA is proud to announce the theme for this year’s competition: “I am hopeful
because...” The Reflections Program is the PTA’s cornerstone Arts Program that offers
students the opportunity to be recognized on the local, state, and national levels for their
unique artistic interpretation of the theme. All entries can be submitted virtually this year.
Artists are invited to compete in the categories of Film Production, Music Composition,
Visual Arts, Dance Choreography, Literature and Photography. Any student who is
interested in participating should contact the Reflections Committee

at shsreflectionscontest@gmail.com for specific category guidelines and an entry

form. The submission deadline is Mon, 12/18.

SLOBs
The Service League of Boys next general meeting is tonight, Tues, 11/14 at 7:30pm (7:15
arrival) in the Staples cafeteria. Check shsslobs.com for updates and newest volunteer
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opportunities. Membership closes on 12/1 so please make sure you are registered and
paid! Reach out to president@shsslobs.com with questions.

Dodge-A-Cop

The Westport Youth Commission, Staples Teen Awareness Group, and the Westport Police
Department present Dodge-A-Cop on Mon, 11/20 at 6:00pm (5:30pm check-in). Tickets
are $10 and can be purchased outside the cafeteria during lunch waves. Come on down and
dodge, dip, duck, and dive. Teams of 5 students plus 1 cop will compete for fun and prizes.
Proceeds will benefit local food pantries at the Gillespie Center and Westport Women'’s
Club.

Attn: Junior and Senior Parents

Tickets for the 86th Annual County Assembly Charity Ball (Class of 2025) and Red & White
Charity Ball (Class of 2024) are on sale now. Both events will be held 7:30pm-11pm at the
Stamford Marriott; Counties on 1/27/24 and Red & Whites on 2/2/24. Click here for
more info.

Staples Players Presents: The Prom

It's Staples Players vs. the PTA in Edgewater, Indiana, where they are making a fuss about
two girls going to prom together. Enter a group of hilarious, narcissistic Broadway actors
who make remedying the injustice their pet project and find greater purpose in healing
hearts and opening minds. Shows are 11/17 & 18 at 7:30pm & 11/18 at 3pm. Tix are on
sale now or can be bought at the door, starting 30 minutes prior to show time (subject to
availability).

SDEI Updates
November is Native American Heritage Month. Click here to learn more.

Library News
Click here to learn more about what's happening at the SHS Library.

Toquet Hall
Click here to find out what’s happening for Staples students at Toquet Hall.

Cafeteria News
Click here to learn what’s new in the SHS Cafeteria.

Show your WRECKER PRIDE by coming out to support our teams at this
week’s STAPLES SPORTING EVENTS!

e Please come out to cheer on Staples Field Hockey and Girls Soccer as they compete in the
CIAC state championships!
o Staples Football: Buy tickets here + see the full game schedule: wreckersfootball.org.

**If you would like to advertise a school sponsored event, sporting or otherwise, please submit a write-up
to shs pta@westportps.org by Friday at 5pm. Please send all information as you wish it to be displayed, with
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any pertinent links. Announcements will be included in the following week’s Tuesday PTA Planner.**

Elena Caggiano & Jodi Harris
SHS PTA Co-Presidents
shs_pta@westportps.org



