SHS PTA WEEKLY PLANNER 11/7/23

Dear SHS Families,

Join us TOMORROW for our PTA Coffee with Principal Thomas ... and guests! This
don’t-miss presentation will highlight current DEI initiatives as presented by Assistant
Principal Micah Lawrence, Athletic Director V] Sarullo, and District Physical Education and
Health Coordinator Chris Wanner. See you at 9am in the Faculty Dining Room (behind the
caf), and please stick around to vote on this school year’s budget.

Important Upcoming Dates

Tuesday, November 7th Election Day: NO SCHOOL for students

Wednesday, November 8th | Coffee with the Principal, 9am
Staples Cafeteria Faculty Dining Room

Friday, November 10th Staples Players Presents “The Prom”
Saturday, November 11th | 7:30pm

Saturday, November 11th | Ecofest: Westport’s Sustainable Holiday Fair,
1lam-4pm
Staples Cafeteria

Sunday, November 12th Staples Players Presents “The Prom”
3pm

Friday, November 17th Staples Players Presents “The Prom”
Saturday, November 18th | 7:30pm

Saturday, November 18th | Staples Players Presents “The Prom”
3pm

STAPLES SCHOOL NEWS

PTA Membership and Directory
Available now for all your holiday card needs. Interested? Sign up today!

Logowear
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The SHS logowear store is stocked with brand new offerings and open now thru 11/17.
Order today!

Yearbooks Are Available to Order

Order your student a copy of the ‘23-24 yearbook here. As a friendly reminder, the earlier
you purchase, the more you save. Questions? Let the SHS Yearbook Team

know: shsyearbook@westportps.org.

The School Counseling Department News

e First Quarter Report Cards: Grades are in the process of being finalized and reviewed for
accuracy. Look for an email later this week once report cards are available to students and
families.

e Senior Post-High School Planning Highlights:

o Senior Parent Counseling Presentation recording + handout

o College Financial Aid Application Night: recording + handout

o Students are encouraged to utilize our_ post-high school planning guide, guide to
the_Common App, and the many resources in Schoology.

ED Agreements: see link to Counseling Dept. for more information

First Quarter Grades: see link to Counseling Dept. for more information

Transcript + recommendation requests: instructions

US Navy Recruiter visits SHS: 11/6

Paying for College Virtual Presentations

Navigating the College Search: Virtual presentation 11/9, 6:30-7:30pm

Never Enough: When Achievement Culture Becomes Toxic - And What We Can Do

About It: Book talk on Wednesday, 11/14 7-8pm at the Westport Library

o US Naval Academy Midshipman Visit: Tuesday, 11/21

o O O O O O O

ATTN SENIOR PARENTS

Cap & Gown + Diploma

Have you filled out your senior’'s Cap & Gown + Diploma order form yet? Don’t forget, it’s
due by 1/15/24. Checks for cap & gowns should be sent to Staples High School c/o
Arvinder Chadha-Main Office #1025B, 70 North Avenue, Westport, CT 06880.

Senior Yearbook Ads

Senior Ads are live! Click here for instructions on how to purchase and design yours today,
directly on the Jostens site. Parents can also purchase a 1/16 page ad by filling out

this Google Form and sending in a check made out to “SHS Yearbook” for $30.

Senior Internship Program

Click here for more about the program or visit the SHS Internship homepage. Want
to host a senior? Email Internship Coordinators Michelle Howard & Lauren
Goldshore: shsinternship@westportps.org.

STAPLES COMMUNITY NEWS
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Reflections Arts Contest 2023-24

The Staples PTA is proud to announce the theme for this year’s competition: “I am hopeful
because...” The Reflections Program is the PTA’s cornerstone Arts Program that offers
students the opportunity to be recognized on the local, state, and national levels for their
unique artistic interpretation of the theme. All entries can be submitted virtually this year.
Artists are invited to compete in the categories of Film Production, Music Composition,
Visual Arts, Dance Choreography, Literature and Photography. Any student who is
interested in participating should contact the Reflections Committee

at shsreflectionscontest@gmail.com for specific category guidelines and an entry

form. The submission deadline is Mon, 12/18.

SPED Annual Transition Fair
Wed, 11/8 from 6-8pm. Comstock Center, 180 School Road, Wilton. For more information,
please click here.

EcoFest Holiday Fair

Join the Staples Zero Waste Committee for a sustainable holiday fair at SHS from 11am-
4pm on Sat, 11/11. The fair includes exhibitors selling food and crafts, as well as those
attending to educate the community on sustainability! It also includes food, kids
crafts/activities, gifts to buy, a thrift store, and even more. The EcoFest has something for
every occasion and holiday.

SLOBs

Their next general meeting is Tues, 11/14 at 7:30pm (7:15 arrival) in the Staples cafeteria.
Please check shsslobs.com for updates and newest volunteer opportunities. Membership
closes on 12/1 so please make sure you are registered and paid! Reach out

to president@shsslobs.com with questions.

Attn: Junior and Senior Parents

Tickets for the 86th Annual County Assembly Charity Ball (Class of 2025) and Red & White
Charity Ball (Class of 2024) are on sale now. Both events will be held 7:30pm-11pm at the
Stamford Marriott; Counties on 1/27/24 and Red & Whites on 2/2/24. Click here for
more info.

Staples Players Presents: The Prom

It's Staples Players vs. the PTA in Edgewater, Indiana, where they are making a fuss about
two girls going to prom together. Enter a group of hilarious, narcissistic Broadway actors
who make remedying the injustice their pet project and find greater purpose in healing
hearts and opening minds. Shows are Nov. 10, 11, 17, 18 at 7:30pm & Nov. 12 & 18 at 3pm.
Tix are on sale now or can be bought at the door, starting 30 minutes prior to show time
(subject to availability).

Bedford Acting Group Presents “Beauty and the Beast”
Be Our Guest, Be Our Guest! Mark your calendars for the Bedford Acting Group’s
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production of the Broadway classic, “Beauty and the Beast: The Broadway Musical” during
the weekend of 12/1-3. Tickets go on sale to the public on 11/10. Follow them

on Instagram + Facebook for sneak peeks and updates about the show. Followers will also
receive early access to tix sales before the general public.

SDEI update

November is Native American Heritage Month! Please click to learn more about important
upcoming Staples DEI events, including the monthly SDEI meeting on Thurs, 11/9 at
10:30am at the Porch.

Library News
Click here to learn more about what’s happening at the SHS Library.

Host Families Needed for Staples Hwa Chong Exchange Program 2023
SHS is proud to resume our exchange program with our sister school in Singapore, the
Hwa-Chong Institution. Please consider becoming a host family: click here for info.

Toquet Hall
Here’s what's happening for Staples students at Toquet Hall. Highlights include:

e High School Lunch and Movie 11/18 from 2-4pm
e The Lighthouse for LGBTQ+ teens on Mondays from 5-6:30pm and Friendsgiving on 11/13
from 5-6:30pm

Tools for Schools
See the Tools For School letter for updates on Indoor Air Quality in Westport Schools.

Cafeteria News
Click here to learn what’s new in the SHS Cafeteria.

Show your WRECKER PRIDE by coming out to support our teams at this
week’s STAPLES SPORTING EVENTS!
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Tuesday, November 7th

Staples Boys Soccer vs. Ridgefield, 2pm
CIAC First Round
Wakeman Turf

Tuesday, November 7th

Staples Girls Volleyball vs. Newington, 5:30pm
CIAC First Round
Staples Gym

Wednesday, November 8th

Staples Field Hockey vs. Hamden, 2pm
CIAC First Round

Ginny Parker Field

Thursday, November 9th | Staples Girls Soccer vs. Brien McMahon/Hall, 2pm
CIAC First Round
Wakeman Turf

Friday, November 10th Staples Football vs. St. Joseph, 7pm

Staples Stadium

Saturday, November 11th

Staples Girls Swim LL Swim Trials, 4:30pm
Cornerstone Aquatics Center

¢ Please come out to cheer on Staples Boys Soccer, Girls Volleyball, Field Hockey, and
Girls Soccer as all 4 teams compete in the first round of the state championships on

our home turf!

e It's the Captains’ Walkout! Join us in celebrating our 2023-24 Team Captains @ halftime

during this Friday’s football game against St. Joe’s.
o Staples Football: Buy tickets here + see the full game schedule: wreckersfootball.org.

**If you would like to advertise a school sponsored event, sporting or otherwise, please submit a write-up
to shs pta@westportps.org by Friday at 5pm. Please send all information as you wish it to be displayed, with

any pertinent links. Announcements will be included in the following week’s Tuesday PTA Planner.**

Elena Caggiano & Jodi Harris
SHS PTA Co-Presidents
shs_pta@westportps.org
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