SHS PTA WEEKLY PLANNER 10/31/23

Dear SHS Families,

Happy Halloween! Today is our 2nd Annual Halloween Staffapalooza and we wish to
dedicate this space to thank the many parents who signed up to provide our amazing SHS
faculty and staff with treats and/or work to set up and clean up: thank you!

PTA praise also goes to Megan Weitz for serving as Staffapalooza chair!

As a final note, we wish to extend deep gratitude to Joanna Triscari, our directory

chairperson. She has fielded innumerable emails, calls and texts on behalf of our parent
population and solved all directory conundrums expertly. We appreciate you, Joanna!

Important Upcoming Dates

Tuesday, October 31st Halloween Staffapalooza, 8:30am

Tuesday, November 7th Election Day: NO SCHOOL

Wednesday, November 8th | Coffee with the Principal, 9am

STAPLES SCHOOL NEWS

PTA Membership and Directory
Yep, still a thing. Interested? Sign up today!

Halloween Staffapalooza: Faculty and Staff Appreciation Event
Today!

Coffee With the Principal

Join us for our first of the school year, fan favorite, coffee with Principal Thomas ... and
guests! This don’t-miss presentation will highlight current DEI initiatives, as presented by
Assistant Principal Micah Lawrence, Athletic Director V] Sarullo, and District Physical
Education and Health Coordinator Chris Wanner. See you at 9am in the cafeteria, and be
sure to stick around to vote on this school year’s budget.
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Yearbooks Are Available to Order!

The link to order the 23-24 yearbook is live and can be found here. As a friendly reminder,
the earlier you purchase, the more you save. Questions? Let the SHS Yearbook Team
know: shsyearbook@westportps.org.

The School Counseling Department News

e First Quarter Report Cards: Friday, October 27th was the last day of first quarter. Grades
will now be finalized and reviewed for accuracy. Look for an email next week once report
cards are available to students and families.

e Senior Post-High School Planning Highlights:

o Senior Parent Counseling Presentation recording + handout

College Financial Aid Application Night: recording + handout

College & Career Center college visits are in Scoir

Students are encouraged to utilize our_post-high school planning guide, guide to

the_Common App, and the many resources in Schoology.

Transcript + recommendation requests: instructions

UCONN Early College Experience

UCONN Application Fee Free Day is 11/1. See link above for info.

UConn Stamps Scholarship deadline: 11/1

US Navy Recruiter visits SHS: 11/6

Paying for College Virtual Presentations

Navigating the College Search: Virtual presentation 11/9, 6:30-7:30pm

Never Enough: When Achievement Culture Becomes Toxic - And What We Can Do

About It: Book talk on Wednesday, November 15, 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. at the Westport

Library

o US Naval Academy Midshipman Visit: Tuesday, 11/21

O O O
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ATTN SENIOR PARENTS

Senior Yearbook Ads

Senior Ads are live! Click here for instructions on how to purchase and design yours today,
directly on the Jostens site. Additionally, parents can purchase a 1/16 page ad by filling out
this Google Form and sending in a check made out to “SHS Yearbook” for $30.

Senior Internship Program

Click here for more about the program or visit the SHS Internship homepage. You don’t
have to have a senior to host a senior! Email Internship Coordinators Michelle Howard &
Lauren Goldshore: shsinternship@westportps.org. Click Here for more info on hosting.

STAPLES COMMUNITY NEWS

SPED Annual Transition Fair
Wed, 11/8 from 6-8pm. Comstock Center, 180 School Road, Wilton. For more information,
please click here.
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Attn: Junior and Senior Parents

Tickets for the 86th Annual County Assembly Charity Ball (Class of 2025) and Red & White
Charity Ball (Class of 2024) are on sale now. Both events will be held 7:30pm-11pm at the
Stamford Marriott; Counties on 1/27/24 and Red & Whites on 2/2/24. Click here for more
info.

STAPLES PLAYERS PRESENTS: The Prom

It's Staples Players vs. the PTA--the one in Edgewater, Indiana, where they are making a
fuss about two girls going to prom together. Enter a group of hilarious, narcissistic
Broadway actors who make remedying the injustice their pet project. While the out-of-
work stars’ original motivation is to rehab their own damaged reputations, they find
greater purpose in healing hearts and opening minds. Performances are Nov. 10, 11, 17, 18
at 7:30pm & Nov. 12 & 18 at 3pm. Tix are on sale now or can be bought at the door,
starting 30 minutes prior to show time (subject to availability).

SDEI update

November is Native American Heritage Month! Please click to learn more about important
upcoming Staples DEI events, including the monthly SDEI meeting on Thurs, 11/9 at
10:30am at the Porch.

Host Families Needed for Staples: Hwa Chong Exchange Program 2023
SHS is proud to resume our exchange program with our sister school in Singapore, the
Hwa-Chong Institution. Please consider becoming a host family: click here for info.

Toquet Hall
Here’s what's happening for Staples students at Toquet Hall. Highlights include:

High School Super Smash Bros Tournament 11/4 at 6pm (+info)

“Don’t Wait” at-home screening + moderated discussions

Father’s Forums on 11/18 and 12/16

A Conversation with Jennifer Wallace: Author of "Never Enough: When Achievement
Culture Becomes Toxic and What We Can Do About It” on 11/15 at 7pm at the
Westport Library

TEA Talk: Thinkers, Educators, Artists, and Al

Please join a panel discussion exploring the impact of artificial intelligence on arts
education, music, and art. Sunday, Nov. 5 at 2Zpm at the Westport Libary. Please see
attached flyer and register here.

Tools for Schools
See the Tools For School letter for updates on Indoor Air Quality in Westport
Schools.

Chartwells Update
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Show your WRECKER PRIDE by coming out to support our teams at this
week’s STAPLES SPORTING EVENTS!

Wednesday, November 1st | Staples Girls Swim
FCIAC Varsity Trials, 5:30pm
Greenwich HS

Thursday, November 2nd | Staples Boys Water Polo at Greenwich Country Day
3pm
Greenwich YMCA

Thursday, November 2nd | Staples Girls Dive
FCIACs, 5:30pm
Westhill HS

Friday, November 3rd Staples Boys Water Polo vs. Greenwich Country Day
Senior Day, 5:30pm
Staples Pool

Friday, November 3rd Staples Football vs. Trumbull
7pm
Staples Stadium

Saturday, November 4th Staples Girls Swim
FCIAC Varsity Finals, 3pm
Greenwich HS

e Staples Football: Buy tickets here + see the full game schedule: wreckersfootball.org.
e Staples GSOCC: Please cheer on the Staples Girls Soccer team as they compete in the FCIAC
playoffs. Check staplesgirlssoccer.com for the latest game schedules.

**If you would like to advertise a school sponsored event, sporting or otherwise, please submit a write-up
to shs pta@westportps.org by Friday at 5pm. Please send all information as you wish it to be displayed, with
any pertinent links. Announcements will be included in the following week’s Tuesday PTA Planner.**

Elena Caggiano & Jodi Harris
SHS PTA Co-Presidents
shs_pta@westportps.org
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