SHS PTA WEEKLY PLANNER 10/17/23

Dear SHS Families,

Viva la spirit week! Don’t forget: tomorrow is Color Wars (9th: green, 10th: blue, 11th:
purple, 12th: red, staff & faculty: pink), Thursday is Surf-vs-Ski, and Friday is School Colors.

Do you know who else has school spirit? Did you guess the PTA? You did? Right on! If you
haven’t joined us already, show your Wrecker pride and sign up today!

GO Wreckers!

Important Upcoming Dates

Thursday, October 19th | SHS Fall Parlor Choir Concert at Trinity Church
Southport,
7:30pm

Friday, October 20th Homecoming Football game vs. Stamford, 7pm

Saturday, October 21st Senior Homecoming Dance 7-9:30pm

Wednesday, October SHS Chamber Orchestra Concert at SHS Cafe, 7pm
25th

Tuesday, October 31st Halloween Staffapalooza, 8:30am

STAPLES SCHOOL NEWS

Halloween Staffapalooza: Faculty and Staff Appreciation Event
Once again we will celebrate our amazing SHS Faculty and Staff with Halloween treats!
Please sign up here to donate or volunteer on 10/31.

Yearbook: Supplement

If your student ordered a yearbook LAST year they are entitled to receive a photo
supplement, to be distributed during lunch waves today, 10/17 & Wed, 10/18; please
encourage your student to stop by the tables outside the cafeteria and grab one.
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Yearbook: Company Change

As noted in Principal Thomas’ email, SHS’s yearbook staff is working with a new company--
Jostens--to develop the 2024 yearbook. Jostens has begun sending emails with info to place
an order. Questions? Let the SHS Yearbook Team know: shsyearbook@westportps.org.

The School Counseling Department News

e Senior Post-High School Planning Highlights:
o Senior Parent Counseling Presentation recording + handout
College & Career Center college visits are in Scoir
Transcript + recommendation requests: instructions
College Financial Aid Application Night: recording + handout
UCONN Early College Experience
UCONN Application Fee Free Day is 11/1. See link above for info.
UConn Stamps Scholarship deadline: 11/1
US Navy Recruiter visits SHS: 11/6
Navigating the College Search: Virtual presentation 11/9, 6:30-7:30pm
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Staples Library News

ATTN SENIOR PARENTS

Homecoming
The Senior Homecoming Dance is this Sat,10/21. Click for info.

Senior Internship Program

Senior Internships are a highly anticipated privilege of senior year! Click here to find out
more about the program and visit the homepage. Also, you don’t have to have a senior to
host a senior! The internship team is always looking for new sites to be added to the robust
list of opportunities for Spring ‘24. Email Internship Coordinators Michelle Howard &
Lauren Goldshore: shsinternship@westportps.org. Click Here for more info on hosting.

STAPLES COMMUNITY NEWS

SLOBs update

General meeting: 10/18 @ 7:30pm (7:15 arrival) in the Staples cafeteria. Check for updates
+ newest volunteer opportunities. New members must pre-register; please do so soon to
make sure you are a member before capacity is reached! Reach out

to president@shsslobs.com with questions.

SDEI update

Weds, 10/18 at 6pm is the monthly SDEI meeting at Mexicue. October is Diversity
Awareness Month, Disability Employment Awareness Month, as well as the end of Hispanic
Heritage Month. Please click to learn more about important upcoming Staples DEI events.
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STAPLES PLAYERS PRESENTS: The Prom

It’s Staples Players vs. the PTA! No, not our beloved PTA--the one in Edgewater, Indiana,
where they are making a fuss about two girls going to prom together. Enter a group of
hilarious, narcissistic Broadway actors who make remedying the injustice their pet project.
While the out-of-work stars’ original motivation is to rehab their own damaged
reputations, they find greater purpose in healing hearts and opening minds. You'll fall in
love with the characters, the music and the message in this funny, colorful, poignant show.
Performances are Nov. 10, 11, 17, 18 at 7:30pm and Nov. 12 & 18 at 3pm. Tickets go on
sale online at staplesplayers.com on Oct. 21st or can be bought at the door, starting 30
minutes prior to show time (subject to availability).

Toquet Hall
Here’s what's happening in October for Staples students at Toquet Hall.

"Don't Wait" at-home film screening: A 52-minute film that empowers families to have
age-appropriate conversations with their K-12 students around substance use. Register for
the screening here. Moderated discussions of the film on Tues, Oct. 24w at 7pm & Thurs,
Oct. 26w at 7pm. Register for the discussion here.

Father's Forums are back this fall at Toquet Hall (Next dates: 11/18 & 12/16 at
8am): Westport Together and Causeway Collaborative provide an opportunity for
fathers to connect and discuss some of the parenting challenges in today's world.
These informal get togethers touch on topics ranging from gaming/technology,
dating, and managing the emerging independence of tweens/teens and are facilitated
by Vince Benevento, LPC and Founder/Director of Causeway Collaborative. Register
here: Father's Forums w/ Causeway Collaborative

November 15« at 7pm at Westport Library Trefz Forum: A Conversation with
Jennifer Wallace: Author of "Never Enough: When Achievement Culture
Becomes Toxic and What We Can Do About It”: In Never Enough, Wallace
investigates the deep roots of toxic achievement culture and finds out what we must
do to fight back. Space is Limited. Register and learn more here.

Host Families Needed for Staples - Hwa Chong Exchange Program 2023
SHS is proud to resume our exchange program with our sister school in Singapore, the
Hwa-Chong Institution. Please consider becoming a host family: click here for info.

Tools for Schools
See the Tools For School letter for updates on Indoor Air Quality in Westport Schools.

Chartwells Update

Show your WRECKER PRIDE by coming out to support our teams at this
week’s STAPLES SPORTING EVENTS!
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Tuesday, October 17th Staples Boys Soccer vs. Danbury, 4pm

Wakeman Field

Tuesday, October 17th Staples Field Hockey @ Ludlowe, 4pm

Wednesday, October 18th | Staples Girls Swim and Dive vs. Greenwich, 4pm

Staples Pool

Wednesday, October 18th | Staples Cross Country @ New Canaan, 2pm

Waveny Park

Wednesday, October 18th | Staples Girls Soccer vs. St. Joseph's, 4pm

Wakeman Field B

Wednesday, October 18th | Staples Girls Volleyball @ Ludlowe, 5:30pm

Wednesday, October 18th | Staples Boys Water Polo @ Choate,

4:30pm and 5:30pm

Thursday, October 19th | Staples Boys Soccer @ St. Joseph’s, 4pm

Thursday, October 19th | Staples Girls Volleyball vs. Trumbull, 5:30pm

Thursday, October 19th | Staples Field Hockey @ Stamford, 4pm

Friday, October 20th Staples Field Hockey vs. Greenwich, 3:45pm
Ginny Parker Field
Friday, October 20th Staples Football vs. Stamford, 7pm

Homecoming and Pink Out
Staples Stadium

Monday, October 23rd Staples Girls Soccer vs. Westhill, 4:30pm

Wakeman Field B

Staples Football: Homecoming and Pink Out this week! Buy tickets here. For the
full game schedule, visit wreckersfootball.org.

Staples Baseball: Calling all current and future baseball players and parents: Come
meet Head Coach Jack McFarland and the rest of the Staples Baseball coaches and
staff before the SHS Homecoming Football Game. Learn more about the SHS
Baseball Program and what’s in store for the 2024 season. Principal Stafford
Thomas and Athletic Director V] Sarullo will also share a few words. Enjoy hot cider
and snacks, as well as the opportunity to buy raffle tickets to win Staples baseball
swag before heading over to watch Staples football versus Stamford. This Fri,
10/20, 6-7pm, at Staples Baseball Balcony (above the field).

Staples GSOCC: Come out to support our hometown champions!

Visit staplesgirlssoccer.com for full game schedule + latest news.
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**If you would like to advertise a school sponsored event, sporting or otherwise, please submit a write-up
to shs pta@westportps.org by Friday at 5pm. Please send all information as you wish it to be displayed, with
any pertinent links. Announcements will be included in the following week’s Tuesday PTA Planner.**

Elena Caggiano & Jodi Harris
SHS PTA Co-Presidents
shs_pta@westportps.org
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