SHS PTA WEEKLY PLANNER 9/19/23

Dear SHS Families,
It's on ...it’s live ... it's happening now: the PTA Membership Drive!

Thank you to our SHS families who have joined the PTA and donated to the

school. Membership is open and our online school directory is now live. If you haven’t joined
yet, or if you would like to donate to our Annual Giving campaign, click here! Thank you for
your support!

Important Upcoming Dates

Wednesday, September 20th | Back to School Night - Grades 9 & 10

6:30-8:30pm

Monday, September 25th Yom Kippur

No School

Wednesday, September 27th | Back to School Night - Grades 11 & 12

6:30-8:30pm

STAPLES SCHOOL NEWS

Our first Back to School Night is tomorrow! For more info, click here. Note that student
schedules will NOT be provided at BTS night. Also note that wifi at Staples is an adventure-
don’t rely on accessing schedules on your phone after arrival @ SHS. If you can print it out at
home or take a screenshot before arriving at SHS, you’ll be glad you did. Follow

these instructions to access your student’s schedule.

Want to do some good while at BTSN? Please participate in SHS’s annual virtual food drive.
Check out this flyer for more info and for the QR code to donate.

Seniors

Save the date for the Senior Homecoming Dance - Saturday, 10/21. Stay tuned for more
information.

The School Counseling Department News

e 9th Grade Parent Presentation: If you weren’t able to attend, check out these links to
the recording and handout.
o Senior Post-High School Planning Highlights:
o Recording of the Senior Parent Counseling Presentation and handout
o School counselors meet with seniors during Connections: 9/7-21
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College & Career Center college visits have begun (details in Scoir)
Transcript + recommendation requests began Monday, 9/18
College Supplemental Essay Workshop: Thursday, 9/28, 6:30-8pm: virtual
College Financial Aid Application Night: Tuesday, 10/3, 6:30-8pm: Westport
Library

o UCONN Early College Experience
World Language Department News:
SEAL of BILITERACY testing for Juniors and Seniors for external languages and students NOT
enrolled in a language class: click here for more info.
Staples and EF Tours Student Trip:
Staples and EF Tours are planning an educational student trip to Japan in 2025. To learn more,
click here.
STAPLES COMMUNITY NEWS

o O O O

Service League of Boys (SLOBS):

SLOBs is a club that seeks to strengthen parent-son relationships and promote leadership
development through community service activities. SLOBs first meeting is TODAY, 9/19 @
7:30 pm. Volunteer opportunities are posted at shsslobs.ivolunteer.com.

Staples PTA Volunteers:

Staples PTA does so much to support our children, teachers/staff, administration and families,
but we can't do it all without you! Please fill out this survey to find out more; you're not
committing yourself to anything. We will be in touch when we need help with events and
initiatives. Questions? Contact SHS PTA VPs Volunteers, Stefanie Shackelford and Sandi Srihari
at staplesptavolunteers@gmail.com.

Attention New Families:

The New Families Committee-for any families who are new to Westport-is hosting a parent
coffee with Principal Thomas + family event at Wakeman Town Farm. Please stay tuned for
dates & times, but reach out to your New Families Coordinators with questions: Laurie
Fortunoff-9th grade, laurie0818@aol.com and Joanna Mitchell-10th-11th-12th

grades, Scmitchells@yahoo.com.

Staples PTA Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee:

September is Hispanic Heritage Month. For more info, click here. The first SDEI meeting of the
year will be held on Thurs, 9/21 @ 10am at The Porch. Share ideas, ask questions, or just join
for a coffee. Email co-chairs Tabitha Nguyen and Sarah Adair at shs.pta.dei@gmail.com.

Tools for Schools:

See the Tools For School letter for updates on Indoor Air Quality in Westport Schools.

Toquet Hall:

Check out what's new this fall for Staples students at Toquet Hall.

Host Families Needed for Staples - Hwa Chong Exchange Program 2023:

SHS is proud to resume our exchange program with our sister school in Singapore, the Hwa-
Chong Institution. Please consider becoming a host family: click here for info.

Show your WRECKER PRIDE by coming out to support our teams at this week’s STAPLES
SPORTING EVENTS!

Tuesday, September 19th Staples Boys Soccer vs. Norwalk, 4pm

Wakeman Field
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Tuesday, September 19th Staples Field Hockey at New Canaan, 4pm

Wednesday, September 20th | Staples Girls Swim & Dive at Darien YMCA, 3pm

Wednesday, September 20th | Staples Girls Soccer vs. Stamford, 4:30pm

Wakeman Field

Thursday, September 21st Staples Field Hockey vs. Fairfield Warde, 4pm

Ginny Parker Field

Thursday, September 21st Staples Boys Soccer vs. Stamford, 4pm

Wakeman Field
Friday, September 22nd Staples Girls Soccer vs. Darien, 4:00pm

Wakeman Field
Friday, September 22nd Staples Girls Swim & Dive at New Canaan YMCA, 3pm
Friday, September 22nd Staples Football at Southington, 6:30pm

Saturday, September 23rd Staples Boys Soccer at Darien, 2pm

o SHS Girls Swim & Dive presents: DIVE INTO COMEDY! This amazing and hilarious
fundraiser is open to all and all proceeds will help the team upgrade their equipment
and facilities. Here are the details: Thursday, 9/28 at Fairfield Theatre Company
StageOne. Doors open @ 7pm for the 7:30pm show. Tickets are $100 per person, ages
21+, there will be a cash bar, and ALL proceeds help our Staples swimmers! They hope
to see you there: https://fairfieldtheatre.org/shows/stageone/dive-comed

e Staples GSOCC: Please come out to support our hometown champions!

Visit staplesgirlssoccer.com for full game schedule + latest news.

o Staples Football: Click here for game and ticket information. For the full game schedule,
visit wreckersfootball.org.

**If you would like to advertise a school sponsored event, sporting or otherwise, please submit
a write-up to shs pta@westportps.org by Friday at 5pm. Please send all information as you
wish it to be displayed, with any pertinent links. Announcements will be included in the
following week’s Tuesday PTA Planner.**

Elena Caggiano & Jodi Harris
SHS PTA Co-Presidents
shs_pta@westportps.org
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