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What is a Gifted Learner?

According to the National Association for Gifted Learners, gifted learners are  

“Students with gifts and talents who perform—or have the capability to 

perform—at higher levels compared to others of the same age, experience, and 

environment in one or more domains. They require modification(s) to their 

educational experience(s) to learn and realize their potential”



Explorer Program Description

The Explorer Program is specifically designed to meet the unique needs of 

second through sixth grade intellectual and Creative gifted students.  Each 

Explorer student receives a minimum of five hours of instruction per week with 

a certified gifted education teacher.



District Policy for Testing

Meridian Public School District will conduct intellectually gifted 

screening for all first grade students each spring. Students in third grade 

will be screened again at the beginning of their third grade school year.  

Twice a year a student may be referred for the gifted education program 

by their school administrator, teacher, parent, peer or by the student 

themselves in writing. Any person having reason to believe that the 

student demonstrates an exceptionally high degree of intelligence, 

Creativity or leadership may refer any student in grades 2-6. 



Intellectually Gifted Characteristics 
Reasons well (good Thinker)       - Has high degree of energy - Learns rapidly

Prefers older companions or adults       - Has extensive vocabulary - Has a wide range of interests

Has an excellent memory       - Has a great sense of humor - Has a long attention span (if interested)

Early and avid reader       - Sensitive (feelings hurt easily) - Concerned with justice, fairness

Shows compassion               - Judgement mature for age - Perfectionism

Is a keen observer       - Intense - Has a vivid imagination

Morally sensitive       - Is highly creative - Has strong curiosity

Tends to question authority       - Preserving in their interests - Good at jigsaw puzzles



Explorer Referral Process
Stage 1 - Referral

There are two types of gifted referrals processes.

Type One - Mass Screening Referral Process addresses those students who are mass screened for gifted 

eligibility.

Type Two - Individual Referral Process addresses those students who are individually referred for gifted 

eligibility.  Referral forms are available through the gifted teacher or counselor at each school.

Stage 2 - School Site Local Survey Committee (LSC) Review

Once the referral data have been collected, the LSC shall review all data

Stage 3 - Parental Permission for Testing

At this time, district personnel shall obtain written parental permission for testing. District personnel shall also 

notify parents in writing about their rights under FERPA.

Stage 4 - Individual Intelligence Assessment

The assessment stage is the individual test of intelligence, which shall be administered by a licensed examiner.

Stage 5 - Assessment Report Completed

District personnel shall write an Assessment Report which shall contain certain components.

Stage 6 - District Level LSC Eligibility Determination

Once the Assessment Report is finalized, the LSC shall meet to review all data to determine if eligibility criteria 

have or have not been satisfied. The LSC shall rule that the student is or is not eligible for the intellectually gifted 

program.



Parental Notification

District personnel shall notify in writing the parents of each student tested for the 

intellectually gifted program about the assessment results.

Transfers

1. When a student transfers to our school district from a public school within the state, a 

copy of the eligibility ruling must be sent to the Gifted Education Department. After review, 

appropriate placement is made.

2.  When a student moves from another state to Mississippi with a gifted eligibility ruing, the 

student must satisfy Mississippi eligibility criteria before being considered for placement in the 

gifted program. The eligibility ruling from another state may be used to initiate the referral 

process in Mississippi. There is no temporary placement while the student goes through the 

eligibility process with the local district.





Gifted Programs
Twice exceptional students

There are gifted students with disabilities.  
These students can be hard to identify. 

Some things to watch for are: 
Possessing a large amount of info about 
lots of things, Keen & alert observer, 

works independently, Curious.



Gifted Programs
They are not a SERVICE.

They are a NEED and an INTERVENTION.

Just as a child with an IEP HAS SPECIFIC 
LEARNING NEEDS SO DOES THAT OF A 

GIFTED STUDENT.



Gifted Programs
It IS one piece of our puzzle by which we 

need to meet the needs of each and 
every student.

It is NOT fun for “FUN’S SAKE.” IT IS FUN 
FOR THE SAKE OF CHALLENGE AND 

LEARNING. 



Gifted Programs
Fun for a gifted student is 

debating, playing chess, solving logic 
puzzles, and in-depth research on 

various topics.



Gifted Programs
Provide your gifted students opportunity 

to expand on their learning, give them 
topics to research, allow them to work 

with other gifted students in their 
classroom



Gifted Programs
It is NOT about preparing students to 

“SAVE THE WORLD.”

It is about reaching students DIFFERENTLY 
today and APPROPRIATELY preparing them 
for whatever they may choose to do in the 

future.



Gifted Programs
Similar to the student who feels as 

though they “belong” on the football field 
or the band, many gifted students find 
comfort and validation by being around 
intellectually equal peers in their gifted 

program.



Gifted Programs
It is NOT a reward for kids who behave 
well in class and turn in perfect work.

Some gifted kids are the ones who are 
off-task,work sloppily, or fail to turn in 

assignments.



Gifted Programs
Gifted intervention does NOT just address 

a single need.

It ALSO addresses social and emotional 
needs. 



10 Myths of a gifted kid

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MDJst-y_ptI


Mississippi Association for Gifted Students 
National Association for Gifted Students 
Byrdseed
Big Ideas for Little Scholars
The Gifted Guru
UCONN Renzulli Center for Gifted Education

Parent and Teacher Resources

https://www.magcgifted.org/
https://www.nagc.org/
https://www.byrdseed.com/
https://bigideas4littlescholars.com/
https://www.giftedguru.com/
https://gifted.uconn.edu/


Contact Info
Jessica Ethridge

Gifted Teacher
West Hills/Northwest

Meridian Public School District

jlethridge@mpsdconnect.org


