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K-5 Math:

Why, What, How

The Why:
Connecticut Core 
Standards in 
Math Grades K-5

The What:
Big Ideas Math is the 
vehicle for curriculum, 
instruction and 
assessment.

The How: How can you support at home? 
After today, you will…

● Understand my child will learn to use 
algorithms just like I did.

● Understand the importance of visual 
models.

● Support my child with breaking numbers 
apart and comparing them.



How your student learns math
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Why Big Ideas Math?

Embedded in every lesson!



Student Dashboard



Grades K-2 Grades 3-5



Big Ideas Math Games



GPS Website



All math boils down to two concepts

Break 
Aparts

Comparison



Break Aparts (Number Bonds)



Break Apart Numbers to Multiply



Algebra in Grade 1? Absolutely!!



K-2 Word Problem Types



Why do we need to visualize?



Grade 1- “Add to”



Grade 1- “Compare Bigger”
white?



Grade 4
w

swim



Coffee Chat Word Problems

Cohesive Progressions

Standards for Mathematical Practice 

Parent Resources!

K-8 Curriculum, by Grade Level

IXL Diagnostic

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1InS4i3UOJF25qcXXwJ_pSYzbtxJG0wP-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kEeUzwjYG_s-IN0VHM-IjLz-1HMQvGM6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jK4cutDkANsD96XhIXjWuWT-g_fDtjnh/view?usp=sharing
https://www.greenwichschools.org/teaching-learning/academics/math
https://www.greenwichschools.org/teaching-learning/k-8-curriculum
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mCmnEvtp0kqsvvZVkbi8GPAte4tvDm6e/view?usp=sharing


Parent Resources!

Big Ideas and IXL Login 
Information

Big Ideas Login:
tinyurl.com/gpsbigideas
Video of how to log in: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwP0wbCtfU0

IXL Login:
ixl.com/signin/greenwichps

We use Google Single Sign On:
Email: first name.last name@greenwichschools.org (ex. 
john.smith@greenwichschools.org)
Password: Student ID# (ex. 001099652)

https://www.greenwichschools.org/teaching-learning/academics/math
http://tinyurl.com/gpsbigideas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwP0wbCtfU0
https://www.ixl.com/signin/greenwichps


Questions about Math 
or another subject?

Mike Reid
Website: K-8 Math
Email: mike_reid@greenwich.k12.ct.us

Tara Fogel
Website: K-8 Science
Email: tara_fogel@greenwich.k12.ct.us

Mike Reid
Website: K-8 Math
Email: michael_reid@greenwich.k12.ct.us

Tara Fogel
Website: K-8 Science
Email: tara_fogel@greenwich.k12.ct.us

Kim Paladino
Website: K-8 ELA
Email: kimberly_paladino@greenwich.k12.ct.us
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