
Saucon Valley School District 
Academic and Personnel Committee 

August 25, 2021 – 5 pm 
High School Audion 

 
 

*********************** 
 
Welcome to the meeting of the Academic and Personnel Committee.  Our objective is to serve the 
students, parents, and residents of our community.   You are an important part of this meeting and we 
look forward to your questions and comments. 
 
We are all here for the same reason.  All opinions are welcomed and equally valuable.  Our only request 
is that we address each other with civility and respect.  Our courtesy toward each other is the best way to 
show our students how much we respect them as well. 
 
Committee Members - Susan Baxter, Cedric Dettmar, Tracy Magnotta,  

      Shamim Pakzad 
 

Committee Agenda 
 
 

I. Call to the Order – Tracy Magnotta, Committee Chair 

 
II. Pledge of  Allegiance 

 
III. Recording of Attendance – Tracy Magnotta, Committee Chair 

 
IV. Motion to Approve Agenda 

 
V. Approval of Minutes – July 28, 2021 

 
 

VI. Courtesy of the Floor to Visitors – Agenda Items Only – Visitors should state 
their name and address 
 

VII. Discussion 
1. After School Remediation Program Spring Data 2021/Summer School Data 

2021 
2. High School Physical Education Test Out 

 
VIII. New Business 

 
IX. Old Business 
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X. Citizens’ Inquiries and Comments – Visitors should state their name and 
address. 
 

XI. Announcements 
 

Future Meetings ~ 
Wednesday, September 22, 2021 
Wednesday, October 27, 2021 
Wednesday, November 24, 2021 
Wednesday, December 22, 2021 

 
XII. Motion to Adjourn Meeting 
 
 
 

 

The Saucon Valley School District does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, or handicap. 



Saucon Valley School District 
Academic and Personnel Committee 

Minutes of July 28, 2021 
 

Present were Academic and Personnel Committee Board Members: Susan Baxter, 
Cedric Dettmar, and Dr. Shamim Pakzad.  Also present were: Dr. Craig Butler, Colleen 
Mroz, Jaime Vlasaty, and Board Member Shawn Welch. 

 
 Meeting began at 5:05 pm 
 
Approve agenda motion by Pakzad, second by Baxter 
 
Approve minutes motion by Pakzad, second by Baxter 
 
Courtesy of the Floor – No comments 
 
Discussion 
 
1. Update on Class Size K-8 – Dr. Butler gave an update on enrollment numbers 

grades K through 8. Dr Butler will follow up with more specific information with 
regard to middle school and high school. 

 
2.    Update on Spanish Immersion Year One Implementation – Mrs. Vlasaty gave the 

committee a brief update on the Spanish Immersion program and first year 
implementation.  

 
3. Update on PE Test Out Exam, Study Guide, and Procedure –  
 
4. Update on Special Education Topics – Mrs. Mroz gave a presentation on special 

education and points of emphasis moving ahead with the special education 
services in the district.  A PowerPoint document was distributed to the board. 

 
New Business – None 
 
Old Business - None 
 
Citizens’ inquiries and comments – No comments 
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:42 pm. 
 
Announcement of future meetings: 

 

Wednesday, August 25, 2021  
Wednesday, September 22, 2021 
 
  





MATH: 



ENGLISH: 



SCIENCE: 



SOCIAL STUDIES: 



•

•

•
•

•



SVMS Failure and Retention 
Information



Total Failures By Grade Level
Grade Number of Failing Grades for Core Subject Areas and Foreign Languages

5 4

6 79

7 54

8 78

Grade Number of Failing Grades for Core Subject Areas Only

5 4

6 79

7 39

8 55



Total Number Failed Grades 
By Subject Area

Subject Area Total Number of Failed Grades
French 8 3
Language Arts 6 11
Language Arts 6 Online 2
Language Arts 7 7
Language Arts 7 AS 1
Language Arts 7 HA 1
Language Arts 8 10
Language Arts 8 Online 4
Math 7 AS 1
Math 8 AS 1
Math Algebra 1
PA Core 5 1
PA Core 6 3
PA Core 6 Online 2
PA Core 7 15
PA Core 7 Online 5
PA Core 7/8 1
PA Core 8 12
PA Core 8 Online 3

Subject Area Total Number of Failed Grades
Science 5 Online 1
Science 6 9
Science 6 Online 2
Science 7 9
Science 7 Online 4
Science 8 10
Science 8 Online 4
Social Studies 5 1
Social Studies 5 Online 1
Social Studies 6 5
Social Studies 6 Online 2
Social Studies 7 3
Social Studies 7 Online 1
Social Studies 8 4
Social Studies 8 Online 2
Spanish 7 8
Spanish 7 Online 7
Spanish 8 20



Comparison Total Number 
Failed Grades By Subject Area 

Online and In Person
Total Number followed by Subject Area Online

1
Science 5 Online
Social Studies 5 Online
Social Studies 7 Online

2
Language Arts 6 Online
PA Core 6 Online 
Science 6 Online
Social Studies 6 Online
Social Studies 8 Online

3
PA Core 8 Online

4
Language Arts 8 Online
Science 7 Online
Science 8 Online

5
PA Core 7 Online

6
Language Arts 7 Online

7
Spanish 7 Online

Total of Failed Grades Online   46

Total Number Followed By Subject Area In Person
1

Language Arts 7 AS
Language Arts 7 HA
Math 7 AS
Math 8 AS
Math Algebra
PA Core 5 
PA Core 7/8
Social Studies 5

3
French 8
PA Core 6 
Social Studies 7

4
Social Studies 8

5
Social Studies 6

7
Language Arts 7

Total Number Followed By Subject Area In Person
8

Spanish 7
9

Science 6
Science 7

10
Language Arts 8
Science 8

11
Language Arts 6

12
PA Core 8 

15
PA Core 7

20
Spanish 8

Total Failed Grades In Person  137



Comparison Total Number 
Failed Grades By Subject Area And 

Number Of Students With Failing Grades  
Subject Number of Failing Grades Number of Students With More Than 1 Failed Course Number of Student With Only 1 Failed Course

Math 45 35 out of 45 10 out of 45 
Science 39 31 out of 39 8 out of 39
Social Studies 19 16 out of 19 3 out of 19 
World Languages 38 17 out of 38 21 out of 38
English/Language Arts 42 31 out of 42 11 out of 42
Total Failed Grades 183 130 for students with more than 1 failed course 53 for students with only 1 failed course

Comparison Total Number 
Failed Grades Q3 to End of Year

By Number Of Students

Subject Number of Failing Grades Number of Students With Passing Grade Q3 and Failing Grade For Year Number of Students With Failing Grade For Year
Math 45 11 34
Science 39 10 29
Social Studies 19 3 16
World Languages 38 4 34
English/Language Arts 42 8 34

Total Failed Grades 183 36 for Number Of Students With Passing Q3 Grade
147 For Number Of Students With Failing Grade For 
Year



Total Number 
Failed Grades By Subject Area 

Online and In Person: Math

Math Courses                                Total Number Failed Grades
PA Core 5 1

PA Core 6 3
PA Core 6 Online 2
PA Core 7 15
Math 7 AS 1
PA Core 7/8 1

PA Core 7 Online 5
PA Core 8 12
PA Core 8 Online 3

Math 8 AS 1

Math Algebra 1



Total Number 
Failed Grades By Subject Area 

Online and In Person: Language Arts

Language Arts Courses Total Number Failed Grades

Language Arts 6 11

Language Arts 6 Online 2

Language Arts 7 7

Language Arts 7 AS 1

Language Arts 7 HA 1

Language Arts 7 Online 6

Language Arts 8 10

Language Arts 8 Online 4



Total Number 
Failed Grades By Subject Area 
Online and In Person: Science

Science Course Total Number Failed Grades
Science 5 Online 1

Science 6 9

Science 6 Online 2

Science 7 9

Science 7 Online 4

Science 8 10

Science 8 Online 4



Total Number 
Failed Grades By Subject Area 

Online and In Person: Social Studies
Social Studies Course Total Number Failed Grades
Social Studies 5 1

Social Studies 5 Online 1

Social Studies 6 5

Social Studies 6 Online 2

Social Studies 7 3

Social Studies 7 Online 1

Social Studies 8 4

Social Studies 8 Online 2



Total Number 
Failed Grades By Subject Area 

Online and In Person: Foreign Language

Language Course Total Number Failed Grades

Spanish 7 8

Spanish 7 Online 7

Spanish 8 20

French 8 3



Total Number of Retentions SVMS 2021
Grade Number of Retentions

5 0
6 1/151
7 4/174
8 4/161 

Summer School Numbers SVMS 2021
Number of Students 1 course  2 courses

30 20 10

Summer School Numbers by Grade Level SVMS 2021
Grade Level Number of Students Number of students Taking More Than 1 Course

5 0 0
6 3 1
7 15 6
8 12 3



Summer School Completion as of 8/2/2021
Language Arts

Course

Week 1               
percent  

completed

Week 1   
Current 
Grade

Week 2               
percent 

completed

Week 2   
Current 
Grade

Week 3                
percent 

completed

Week 3   
Current 
Grade

Week 4                
percent 

completed

Week 4   
Current 
Grade

Week 5                
percent 

completed

Week 5   
Current 
Grade

Language Arts 6 12% 87.00% 19% 77% 28% 74% 38% 77% 44% 77%
Language Arts 6 2% 100.00% 17% 80% 34% 76% 54% 75% 84% 76%
Language Arts 7 11% 68.00% 30% 41% 46% 41% 64% 46% 69% 45%
Language arts 7 10% 24.00% 13% 62% 19% 55% 19% 59% 20% 58%
Language Arts 7 0% 0.00% 0% 0% 1% 100% 3% 100% 7% 43%
Language Arts 7 0% 0.00% 29% 89% 32% 87% 36% 87% 36% 87%
Language Arts 7 11% 72.00% 13% 73% 15% 72% 15% 68% 65% 67%
Language Arts 7 5% 80.00% 5% 83% 9% 65% 15% 60% 15% 60%
Language Arts 7 7% 97.00% 13% 63% 15% 63% 27% 61% 42% 54%
Language Arts 7 0% 0.00% 0% 0% 9% 12% 11% 14% 59% 17%
Language Arts 8 11% 84.00% 16% 90% 16% 85% 16% 85% 18% 85%
Language Arts 8 5% 93.00% 21% 40% 28% 44% 33% 36% 49% 28%
Language arts 8 7% 25.00% 7% 25% 7% 25% 7% 25% 7% 25%
Language Arts 8 5% 94.00% 11% 33% 26% 37% 56% 33% 60% 33%
Language Arts 8 9% 91.00% 28% 76% 45% 75% 63% 78% 82% 75%
Language arts 8 6% 95.00% 14% 62% 31% 60% 67% 68% 83% 73%
Language Arts 8 0% 0.00% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Language Arts 8 2% 100.00% 5% 89% 5% 89% 9% 64% 9% 64%



Summer School Completion as of 8/2/2021
Math

Course

Week 1               
percent  

completed
Week 1   

Current Grade

Week 2               
percent 

completed
Week 2   

Current Grade

Week 3                
percent 

completed
Week 3   

Current Grade

Week 4                
percent 

completed
Week 4   

Current Grade

Week 5                
percent 

completed
Week 5   

Current Grade

Math 6 0% 0.00% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Math 6 11% 98.00% 38% 94% 50% 93% 70% 88% 83% 87%

Math 7 4% 100.00% 11% 95% 11% 95% 11% 95% 16% 90%

Math 7 11% 96.00% 20% 98% 25% 91% 46% 89% 64% 90%

Math 7 9% 88.00% 23% 91% 39% 88% 54% 89% 61% 87%

Math 7 0% 0.00% 0% 0% 2% 81% 2% 81% 5% 82%

Math 7 x x x x 0% 0% 11% 72% 38% 88%

Math 7 7% 88.00% 16% 82% 21% 74% 21% 74% 21% 74%

Math 7 0% 0.00% 0% 0% 5% 38% 5% 38% 23% 69%

Math 7 18% 98.00% 55% 85% 70% 83% 70% 83% 70% 83%

Math 7 7% 94.00% 29% 93% 38% 91% 38% 91% 38% 91%

Math 7 9% 87.00% 38% 78% 38% 78% 38% 78% 100% 67%

Math 7 11% 95.00% 13% 93% 14% 93% 18% 93% 20% 94%

Math 7 32% 94.00% 55% 87% 66% 85% 79% 82% 100% 81%

Math 7 0% 0.00% 0% 0% 25% 43% 48% 31% 61% 28%

Pre-Algebra 0% 0.00% 9% 75% 23% 72% 49% 74% 75% 70%

Pre-Algebra 6% 94.00% 25% 82% 30% 54% 30% 54% 82% 38%

Pre-Algebra 20% 95.00% 51% 91% 80% 86% 100% 81% x x

Pre-Algebra 13% 54.00% 27% 56% 27% 56% 42% 64% 42% 64%

Pre-Algebra 16% 78.00% 31% 88% 50% 91% 67% 88% 74% 83%

Pre-Algebra 6% 84.00% 18% 55% 42% 54% 64% 52% 79% 54%

Pre-Algebra 0% 0.00% 0% 0% 16% 75% 26% 79% 26% 79%



Reasons for Failure and Action Plan 2021-2022

2021-2022 Action Plan

All Grades 
Use of PAW Period: 42 minute period at beginning of school day to provide support of 
previous day instruction/assignments/assessments or preview of the days instruction

All Grades 
Ability to adjust curriculum  scope and sequence based on professional 
anecdotal/assessment data information determined on a class by class basis.

Grades 7 and 8

Math 2 and Language Arts 2: These courses extend instruction/review for skills/content 
presented throughout the Language Arts and Math courses scheduled for the student. 
Where professional staff is available.

2021-2022 Possible Reasons for Failure

Responses by parents via 
phone conferences

“We are in a middle of a pandemic”
“I work nights, so no one is home with him/her to help”
“I’m not a teacher”
“They are lazy….they need to fail”

Information we have via 
School Counselors

- Student is caring for siblings while parents(s) work
- Parent passed away 
- Relative passed away
- Parent/relative hospitalized 
- Student is seeking mental health assistance
- Student is placed in mental health facility
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