






-----Original Message----- 
From: Sue Lundin <​suelundin@charter.net​> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 25, 2020 10:25 AM 
To: Tim Goff <​gofft@newhtfd.org ​> 
Subject: Public Comment 
 
New Hartford Board of Education ~ 
To begin, I request that this public comment, along with any other correspondence you may receive, 
be read aloud at the December 1, 2020 meeting. Just because this is a virtual meeting, it should 
follow the intent of in-person meetings. 
I am very concerned about the passive nature of the members of this Board. Reports are given 
without any questions from the members of this Board.  Motions are made and approved without any 
discussion or questions from the Board.  Even though it is part of the consent agenda, there are no 
requests to review the financial report.  It makes me wonder how many actually read it seriously.  
We can’t go on with these ever rising budgets being rubber stamped with little or no discussion and no 
push back on increases proposed. The members of the Board should read the proposed budget with 
an eye for why certain items are in the budget and why there are increases in line items.  As an 
example, 2 years ago the proposed budget was approved during the initial meeting it was presented 
without much discussion. Last year, the 2020-2021 proposed budget was approved at the 2nd 
meeting.  The BOE should certainly keep the students at the forefront but so should the taxpayers be 
part of the equation.  Yearly budgets should not be rubber stamped. 
There has been no serious consideration or discussion around consolidation of the 2 primary schools 
into Ann Antolini school.  There used to be 600+ students there and with current enrollment at least 
200 students less than that, there is no excuse for that to be ignored.  Why isn’t there a joint 
committee with representation from both the BOE as well as taxpayers to seriously look at this.  As 
the chairman of the BOE, you could disseminate a request to taxpayers to get volunteers for this 
committee and select a balance of interested respondents to be on the committee. The consolidation 
of the schools does not need to occur during the 2021-2022 school year but rather 2022-2023.  This 
would allow for thoughtful consideration by the committee as well as the required public hearing on 
the subject.  A non-binding referendum is not required nor should one interfere with the process.  I 
challenge the Board to do the right thing fiscally. 
In addition to the reading of this Public Comment during your next meeting, I request this to be 
attached to the minutes and be publicly available with the posted minutes. 
Thank you ~ Sue Lundin 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
 


