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You will use this document to compaose your thoughts on Between the World and
Hge. Please color code your entries o indicate the different sections of davs of
writings in this document. Esch time vou are asked to respond o 2 journal
prompt, please add to this documeet father thap create 2 new one.

February 1st
Fart 1: fdentify tvo of the following themes from Coates' book to wiiich you are
most drawis

« The Body

= The Dream

« Education and Inguiry

s History

s ldentity
Part 2: Describe your inttial reaction to Between the World and Me. Sy
thoughts, feslings, dis/IgTeements, 0T GUestions you have?
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Erterven the Warld sad Me Anmaiaikon A sipiinene

Guidelines Tue annotdions: FORMAT
Yene noics shoudd he ndwniicn (ot typad) and leethlz. and each mote sheht be nked 1o =
spzcifiz passnge. Avowd muss undsclining highlightisg thnl iz unconecied & nass, You may
ke nies i any of the following wiovs:
I, Wrils nodes o6 Pisd-tts and slizch to tosl.
2. Wirite notes an Inosslenf o7 in & noiehool;. Be sure w wiite the pape muimber af the
passape that pach noce coerespamds ta. Yiou naay orpaizs sonr mnzes by sopic tacher than
by page memher. bt cach mote should be Likod 10 2 specific passape. isdvmited with 5
pupe rclimooee.

Couldelines for snnatotions: HOW MUCH SHOLULD | ANNOTATE?

Cranlaty 12 meee anpartant Quie quanbly. be ] v, o so s s are dosiee doen vous
reatlang 1o mierrogale the 1%, novr Fticr. thoeones abool moaning, aod add feckeromd
imEnarnntion on utlesions ond definiboes of nntamiliar words. This ts 6 elatively shon baok, s 1
woiildd expect 1o s22 neesse from o majornity of pages

Guidefines Tur anootafivos: CONTENT
Aam for 3 vrizty af patsx — see helow, Make vour sunes mearingiul o yoe Some sudenis find
it ke=lpfial 10 develop o “key™ e Vlegend” with 2 few symbals or colar coding 1 help crzonse
wOUT M.
i Amlyhical'micpretive contmealury.
2. Literry ar rhesnnzal elememis. Try io ga o step funther than identifang the clsemem
1y ie thennzs ahoul the muthe s parpese m wsang the device.

I Quastas — oxpermlly miempretrye snslvlacal guestsmes il migh leod ie inicresing
discussapa,

4. Connectim oo viber 1extz, coursss, celmral ieachsienas, SERSTIENSAR, Me

% Canmnectinns within the hook: eches:, repsmians, patieme Ldsmify, ek, and thenmre

ghoul The mezmng of tiese cnvrprng Dicmes 'paficrrss tal anify the wird,
6. Hachyrowsd sforestion on allusess te prople. oy, Uismtuee, cie, Look up b
altusing and nd n fwa nenes ahow the reference. Tor pomes slhisione von may wam o
dlig deegier
Defimitians of unfamilter wirds — ssproally wosds it don’ | lurve snough conlex! ciuss
11 ickn pou make an cducaicd pucss st the word's mcatang. Uy mol cnsepli de oircle
wirds yom dan’t kaose - Laak them up angd ndd o briad defiritice that meakes sonse in the
camieat 1l ihe sentence.
£ Somc comvorsaes] popomal responscy
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Thistises In Betmaen the Wirld angd Me

BT oF aaf phessing - race selationz, recial chasm, rucial jssee, raciat aeofiling.
white priviiepe, sven white sumremacy-surves Lo obscare Bhal racism iz 2 visceral
experznce. that i disledpes brairs. biocks sirwavs. rips moscls, sstracts argans,
eracks bines, brogks ieth., Yo Mt JIWet (ORemi=r e the simiogy, the
hasary, the pronomics. e praphe. the chars. the regressions all land, with pres:
wicd=neos, wnom the body” (ke

Thrpughout Cogtes” nnsel be returns Lo she wdea of ehe Black bady. discussmg ths
vepic in spii angd nuamiced wave How docs Costes define aisd deseribe the Black
Tty RO Che BT W ik Coates ok whan fie relers 1o Tl ides of
losing his pwen bady?

Evplun the validity of Coates’ arpument about the Bock hody as dispeanbis?

The Ursam
"I Dream thrves oo penessiation. on bmitinsg e number of pessiile guestans,
gl pp Eging camiediang ansasrsT (50

Fresn of uf | wiiar is Vi 0T Thee Amserican Degam as we typncalls K
LR elsey® Hav o

A Eaplain Crates'y

(TN B

The dlocasm s boSue et the comeas nl Semee iy
wpsibon of "the Dosam” with “the Sinuppile” How doss
Thaes plpcernent dewelig e fuszy

A pheily anoessililins 5 GppETTUETY 0 et

What & Coales main arpument tegasdng e Dream” and i he rigls
Ri?

b i vk

Education
“But the laws of the szhools were aimed 24 somsthmg distarg and vague. What del it
Tl e, 5 Gl ohders Coddd s, Sgvom up ardd b sammebady™ S what precisels did
this ke Te do with an educatien rendeted ax rote discipline (253 .

“Literacy for freedom” = 2 cancepd foundatsonal Lo the African American liseratan
trudition. ld=ntrfy the tyvpes of lileraoy Coates received o pursusd, How does
Cantes deseride the Amerszan educalien SYstem? What ane the prablems Cistes
idemtifess in the edumatson system?

WAz 3% COates’ (emary srpament 2 cdigstsan snd 55 role i eqialae? s he
Justified 1o thes stance? Explain

History
"oy mist Sriggle so Tty rememher The pRsT In afl S8 MURNCE, Srrar, arsd
humanity: You muss reszt the comman urgy Leeserd the comforting narrssme of
Ervines faw. towurd fary takes that smply somes imepressibie justice The ensidinsed
were pat Brichs j vour raad, 2nd their s wise mat chapers sn voie pedemprne
hastory, They wiere peapbe turnsd to fuel foc the American machine” (70,

A smifesns cones T (et sddreasns I the 1027 181048 af Amenivan nisrery,
specicath how hastorical facts sre cecourstsd and for omatted and the purpose o’
his manipulacion o TR Whie dises Cantes e60m 16 belless comtls the hatarical
rarranier and whas diez e purpaor gee The sansequences of ghi

Fupéaim Coates prohld weary. Explatn v
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“Lareracy dor forpdam™ 0a snneeepn fonndatsoral teshe AFFcan Ansersan Loeeagsnn
tradicien. Jdentiy the trpes of Heeracy Cranes seccived or purkied Hom diors
Coabes describe the Amencan education sysiem? Whas ane the problems Coates
lernifers. i the edusatzn sverem™

What e Coules” prioary arpumest abenl edessisan and s rale megualaty® bs he
jiszified iR thes sanee? Explain

HisLory
“¥ow musl sirugpte to truly pemendbac the pogl i al sts nuanoe, eroac, and
frumanity Yo sAwes sesss the comman urge tomand she camioming mrraiwe of
i Law sowsrd fary toles That gmplv Gome irreprdesitie JEmrnies The ensleeed
were nat bricks in vour roud. aned e bves were not chapters m vow redempive
lsiszary. They were peapss Tiemed o fuel fae this Smesican mscnae” [70)

A sapnifizant concern Costes adidresees in Lhe text is that of Amerrcan histooy.
spevificalhy how haszanizal facse are pecassed and for aminted gd e parpese of
Lhs munipulation of truth. Whe dess Coutes s=om 1 belise comzols te hastonizal
marrative and what does he purport are the conesuences of that controf?

Ex:plzin Coates” problem with America’s tradition of relulling history. Ixplain yoar
SUPREIT OF QissZrerment withi fis pasinn on this 1ami

Tdemeity
“we dxl nee chowse our fences. They were imposed i i by Viginss plinters
vheroged with ersloving as many Americans ax possible. They are the ones whe
eRrL Itk @ one-deap rale thes sepamed the “whie” fram thee "k even g
meant thear vwen blis-eved seas woald Tive onder the lash The resall is 2 paple, 2
acd; peuple, whin embody all plasical wasieties and whose e sLozies mirmor this
iy slodl range Torougl The Meoss | s thay we were, sn ol oen segregmed Dody
puliia, cusmopeblans, The black diaspoma was ot just our own wordd bal, in so
Murns wins, the Westeen warid igael™ (44

Coniley spends & sgrilse=nt amount of Lime discussmg the compbesitze of moe and
iderly in America, What does Coates yov dbout the tendency aof Amerimn hastory
i diArIsE slavery ik a mase of people racher than individuats whe soffered the
atricities of being ensbeed? Thw did ths offece the idemtity of Black Americaps?

DeecTibe Uogtes prirmany stacemen regard:ng identim and VOEIT [ESICOTE R0 s
drpument,
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Betwven e Wil e Me Prersading

. Wwhat do vou wnderstand fram i "Unequal Oppmeenicy Bie ade?

- What di you thonk ¢ e o be svspemesally awars?
Urserile vour onderstanaling of sestemis raesm.

. Do vou funk meiem i @ pesvasave pralidem e Aneres? Wh or why ant?



1.93. (SDE: Partisanship Curriculum): For the current fiscal year, of the funds allocated by the
Department of Education to school districts, no monies shall be used by any school district or
school to provide mstruction in, to teach, instruct, or train any administrator, teacher, staff
member, or employee to adopt or believe, or to approve for use, make use of, or carry out
standards, curricula, lesson plans, textbooks, instructional materials, or instructional practices
that serve to inculcate any of the following concepts: (1) one race or sex is inherently superior to
another race or sex; {2} an individual, by virtue of his race or sex, is inherently racist, sexist, or
oppressive, whether consciously or unconsciously; (3) an individual should be discriminated
against or receive adverse treatment solely or partly because of his race or sex; (4) an individual's
moral standing or worth 1s necessarily determined by his race or sex; (5) an individual, by virtue
of his race or sex, bears responsibility for actions committed in the past by other members of the
same race or seX; (6) an mdividual should feel discomfort, guilt, anguish, or any other form of
psychological distress on account of his race or sex; {7) meritocracy or traits such as a hard work
ethic are racist or sexist, or were created by members of a particular race to oppress members of
another race; and (8) fault, blame, or bias should be assigned to a race or sex, or to members of a
race or seX because of their race or sex. Nothing contained herein shall be construed as
prohibiting any professional development training for teachers related to issues of addressing
unconscious bias within the context of teaching certain literary or historical concepts or issues
related to the impacts of historical or past discriminatory policies.
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EBetwern the World mid Me Pre-meading

L What do wou understand from e "Unegual Oppesolty Boe” vde?

2z What di vau chank iz 18es16 Lo be syseenesally aware?

3. Dnzrribevoue understandimg of svstamae T,

. Do vou theuk raciem is @ preovasme prablem (e Ameren? W oo win eat?
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“Literacy doe faepdam” @ conee [ foundassingl te e Afncan Smencas [Rerssn
traditinn. jdentify the tpes of Herac Crades received o puarstied How does
Coaatex describe she Amerscon sduration system? Y'hat ame e peabiloms Coates
wirmifees i the Fducasin SeTem™

Vi'hiat g Coutes” primuary arpumenot aeu! edusatino and e cole 0 equulsa® s he
Jusnified I Thee srance? Saplan

Figory
“Wow oust Srugrie 1o bruly rememier e sast el il naance, error, arsd
Jsirnaniny Yeq gLt 3e-mr the SOMENON YFEE Teward M0 LondlirTing e of
e daw, powand faaTy Sabes that amps some srmeneessinie penice The ensleed
were nat bmicks i oyoor moad. znd thear bves wese raut chapters o Yoo redemppive
Jeism oy Theey ware st Turned 1o fuel b 1he Ameriean mschae” 70

& spnifemant concern Coates addresses |o the text 1s That ol Jmeoizan history,
specincalle how Mgorioal faces are Fecnnses! anitAor omirted el the peiese of
thes manipulation of trath. Whe dos Contes seem 1o believe comepls thee Iestoriol
rsrmatne and what dess he puspart are the conssguences of thal cosirol?

Deptzm Coates’ proitem swilh famencay tradition of reteling history. Explain wear
SR OF ARSIt wiah B posiaipn en this Jurpug

Tdegieiry
“We dhd et chowse our feaces. They weore onpesed ua e by Vepina glanturs
chsesmed wilh ersloving as many fumesicans os posible. They are the ones wh
came u w1t s ardiop rule thas separuned the =whine” fam the “lesC even d i
mean ther o blus-eved soas woald live imder the lash The result is @ people, o
st peaple, who embody all phasical vaneties ane whese [He stasies seiror this
physicsl renge Tk The Mecos | g2 [hat we Wene an or o epregaiod Sy
paliae, cusmopoatans, The black disspon was net jos our own world bt 5 eo
TR WS, the Wesreen world feeli” (43)

Lautes sprods 2 spmibuant umounl of Hme diseusssug e compbesitios of moe and
identity in dsnericn. What does Ceates cav sbout the tendency ol dunsrican lEstory
1& dispiss slavery ar a mass of peapde mtber chan sndviduai whe suffered the
atrowities of being rmskved? How did this affect the ideotity of Silick Americurs?

Diescribe Tnstes’ Frimmry STSTPment regardsng sdenciny 2nd wour peaitar shaie his
arpument.
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Tharies i Rerenen the Weorls and e

The Binck Rody
"B F owar phossing-race solations, el chasm.raslal wsee, roiat profing.
awhite provikeps, evea while simremacy'-serves to obsoure thal mosm is 2 vsceal
expenene. that v disledpes brains. biocks arvayvs. rips miscle. extracts argans,
Tracks bt Breale teeTh,, ol Mus] dWivs seremibser thin the sisdagmy, The
hastory. the scomamace the praphs. the charss, the repressiors all knd, with press
vickenoe, waon the bady™ [idh

Threaghout Castes’ novel R returns to e idea of the Black bady discusming thes
Legiie in Rpiies and Pustiond ways Hew does Toades define s deseribe the Bsol.
traitn thrsiagbiel the foik? What dises Coatos mear when b rofers 10 the idg 6
lesing his s bode?

Exptzin thie validity of Ciates” aspument aboat the Back body as dispesabis?
The Ur=sm

Zaniem, on Ematusg the number of prsssile quessons
o preieging anediate ainsaere 130

“itr Lirpamn thrives oo praeszi

Frss ol al
st Thafa
we

Fiston? Expzin Costes” sustaposition af “the Urmam” wath “the &
Tk plaCernent et [He 5

5 “The Pasans 415 I the Ao D ds we Tyl
aw dhi 1he el

b B2 BT Gt

RIS SIFATRR A TR AT O a0l A

JERTE
upple " Hew doss
T St aloeeibilley gatt =Ty in Amepicn?

'tz s Coabest” miin arpument regandomg: "the Tirszm” and &= be nglt? Wi or win

i

Educating
“Bu the lass of the echosls were simed & somesthog distnt and vague, Wt ded &
TCET Wy, 58 s cibers told us, “grow up grat b samebody™ And wihat previsch did
Thirs e T gt Witk &0 edueation sendered g8 rone desoglioe T (25)

“Lalengcy for freedom & 2 cancept foundetsonal Lo the 2incan Amercan Eberatan
tradition. =ty the types al lileracy Cosies recrived or parsusd. How does
Caaes dosersie e Amerecsnd education susem™ What a9 the peabidens Cisites
1demtilies b the educatson system?

Whas 5 Uaanes prmary smeit San eoisnan and q= mle in rijualmT i he
Jumtified in the stance® Zxplain

“Werg MINST STAUEEIC £0 TRUlY Femeter The fras s e upnos, orrar, and
humanity. You most reszsl the conomon uepe towasd the comlorting narr=tne of
vane Jaw. foward feary tales that smply some Imepressibie justice. The ensloosd
were pat bricks 1 vodr road. end then e wers tat chgpers g v fedempiase
‘Tmstory. They wrre people limned to Tuel for the Amenican machne” (70)

& mrmifesne cnneemm Costet @liEresses o the 7 1< 1hat ol Smesan WsTnry,
spersically how histonc facts are recoumsd and for cemtled and the purpose of
iz i pulaziok oF Trath. Wn diess Coates eetr 1o belieer congeals the heomcal
rarrage wnd what diet he prerpart 358 The sanssuenses of it crngeol?

Enpdagn Coates proty ry Expilainovper
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Rerereen the Horld god Me Asimaratbe Assirement

Guridelines for untotais FORBENAT
ot oy shoudl B hsndwtitien 400 tyvposd) und bopible. ot each oete shiseld be Sinked 10 4
mpecific passnge, Asasd moss endeclming hephlighring har s uscomnecizd wnaess. Yo mey
ke males B ony of the Eollowimg vens;
i, Winle holes oo Posi-is and st Lo besl.
2. Write notes on lovsslenf o7 in s neaehook, Re siwre w vwme the pape munbe= of ghe
passape that pach nier coevesponds ta. You mEy organzs vour mees by aopic mather than
By pugs numbie. ke ezl mote shoudd be bnked 0 2 specific pussape, dimted with a
pare selmenre

Comidelines for annatatione: HOW MUCH SHOULD 1 AXNOTATE?

Draalsty & mire tporinm than qeentity, et Twant o st va T MisEp i vuur
rsthbing (o microgals e ext. nege pafico, theanize aboad nicmzng, and sdd duckgwend
minrmnation em allesms ond fefndtions of unfamiliar wards, This i o relavely shon ks, w0
wonld expier! o420 neess foom o majoricy of pepes

Guidelines for snustaiins: CONTENT
Aam dor 2 vy af pabss - poe hedra Make vour noess mesnimgfd wvor. Some students find
1 k=lpful oo develop o “losy " or Vlegend” wirth a few symibals oo color codmp 1o hetp arpanies
WL THTS.
i Amalyticalnlopreirve conomomlars:
2. Loierary or rhesnmcn! elements, Try i go o siep firther thar idenrifiing ibe shemem
wy ie theonre afon the anthies's parpose m peng the device.
3. Qucsbions — espornlly micgretyeanabbeal guestsmes tat mipght lead 1o imoresing
discusann,
4. Canmectaons oo other tevie, courzes, culiural seuchsiones, CRPETIEnES, e
£ Capnectinns withm the book: echess, repmitions, paitermne Ldenufy, tmck, and thenrse
sl b mzemog of those cmoping Bomes paltens il diify s sorl
. Berlyrour mdprmstion oo allusens te posple. hotory. Dicniture. cte. Luak op the
zlsine and udd u few noes shout the reference. For come sllusione. vom may sast o
dig despor
7. Defimitions of andamilier words — sspeaslly woeds that don 't ieve eocugh conlexd chues
T hucly vam torke an eidaested pucss aboul T wend s meanng. 10 o osogh 10 oreke
wards o dan't koesy - Look them up onsl ndel o hrisf defipitics tha meekes genss in the
cmmcat of e seatomer.

o

8. Somie conversalwes permal soiponscs.,
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You will use this document ta compose your theughts on Between the World and
hie, Please color code your entries to indicate the different sectians of davs of
writings in thiz doctment Each time you are asked to respond to a journal
prampt, please add to this document rather than create 2 new one

Pebruary 1st
Part 1 identify two of the following themes from Coarss’ book towhich you are
most drawn:

% The FBody

» The Dream

s Edurstion and Inguicy

= History

s [dentity
Part 3: Describe vour indtial reaction bo Bethween the Wordd end Me. Any
thowughts, feelings, disfapresments, ot guestions you have?



From: Elizabeth Barnhardt
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Subject: CHS Parent Complaints/Curriculum
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Betureen the Workd end Me Presreading,

What el vou sndeestaml fraw the *Unequal Oppoetniey Roce” video?

. What do vou thank & means t be systemaseally awnne?
. Diesirile vanr understanding of svstemis mesm,
. Dvyau think rasism is o prevasave problem in Ameren? W or why oo
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“Laveracy dos freedam” i a coneepn Tonndaisonal toihe African Amencan ivession
rradition Wensidy ehe ovpes of lieracy Crates recclved oF pursued. How docs
Caules destribe the amencan edovation system? What are the prablems Curtes
Igentifece in the cducatson sestem?

What 5 Coutes” primary argunent aboul educsiaun and s rale m equaliiy? Is he
Justified In thes stanee? Explain

History
“¥ou must srugple to truly renember the past in all its nuance, error, ard
burnanity ow must sessst the comman urge tomard e comdarting naresine of
e law, joward lary tales thi iImpie some imepressifale jistice The enslaved
were nol bricks it yoar raal. and their lves were not chaplers m vour redempiive
hisgary. Thay wiere poapse tiemed w fuel for the Amestcan machne” [70]

A sagnificant concern Coates adibresses in the 4ot is that of amenican histeey.
epecsficatty how Rustorieal facts ane eeeounted and far amitived and the parpese of
this manipulatian of truth. Who does Coates seem to believe cartrols the hestorical
narrative and what does hie purpert are Lhe consequences of that control?

Explaar Coates” problem with Americas tradition of retelling history Txplain vour
SUppArt of dlesgreement with his pasiting an chis 1opic

Tdenriry
“We i net chowse pur fences. They were tmpoesed on s by Virginss planters
chsesspd with erslving as many Americans as possible, They are the ones whe
arne up with 3 anc-sdrop nale that sepamted the “white” fram the “Mack” even if it
mearr thear own blue-eved sens would Jive onder the lash. The result is 2 people, a
zek peaple, why embedy all phasical varieties and whose e stories mirror this
[hysieal range Tarongh Tae Meges | 5w that we Wene an o e GeEregated oy
palitxe, cosmupoblans, The Mack diaspora was not just our taen world bat, in so
ARy wins, the Westeen sorkd lgaelf™ i473)

Cautes spenads a sygnifant amount of Lime discussang the complexities of race and
identity in damerice, Whal does Coates say about the tendency of Anperican ldstory
i dispizss slavery ara mass of people mther than mdividuats whe sufiered the
atrovities of beirg ¢nskaved? By did this alfect the ileatity of Black fmecicans?

Brecribe Coates’ primary atatement regarding identipy and your pesigian ahont bis
argument.
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Themes |0 Retwren the Werld anad Me

The Black Body
Bt ol aur phisssing- race relations, rucial chasm, racial justee, racat grafiling,
white privibege, even white supremacy-serves Lo abscure that ricism {s 2 viscesal
expenence, that o disledges brains. blcks airwavs rips moscle. extracts argans,
cracis hofes, Breaks teeth,, Youw must always iemember that 1he secidopy, the
history, the rronomics. the graphs, the chars, the regressions all land, with preat
vinkerce, upen the bady™ (W6

Throughout Coates opvel hie ceturns o the dea of the Elack body, discussing this
Lo an speciive and ruanced wove How does Coates define arvd deseribe the Black
Bady Thraughout th: book? What does Coates meam wike he referss 1o The idea of
loaing his wn boch?

Explam the validity of Coates” argument abuat the lack body as disposable”

The Dream
“The Dream thrives o genemalization, on hmating tee ramber of pessaile questians,

il prrivisnging imeaedhate anssers150)

Fivss ol af. what s “the Drearn™ (s it thie S Deveed s we cypicalls B it or
sanyethijisg elsel? How dih the desom come oo e aver she couese ol demericars
histony? Explan Coates’ puxtaposition of “the Drean” weth “the Struggle” Hovw dors

this placement deselon s posiTan atenit aecessibnlinn Qi appartuiiny 1B Amerca?
‘Whar & Caates” main argument regariding “the Drezm” aral s be ngha® Whay arwhy
nar?

Education
“But the laws of the schools were aimed a1 something distant and vague, What dad it
TEVCON T, 96 Oar eklers tald us, “grons g arad be somehady™ Apl whiat precisely did
Ehids B 1o oowith sn edueation rendersed as (ote dscpline? (25)

“Lateracy for freedam” 13 2 comeepl foundational to the Afncan Amerncn eratson
tradition. Idenizfy the types af fileracy Ceates recrived or pursued, How doss
Caales describe 1he Amencan educition sestem? Whas ane the prablems Coates
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February 151
Part 1: Identify two of the following themes from Coates' book to which you are
mast drawh:

# The Body

+ The Dream

» Education and Inguiry

s History

e lfdentity
Part 2: Deseribe vour initial reaction to Behween the World and Me. Any
thoughrs, feelings, disfagreements, or questions you have?



From:

Sent: Wed, 8 Feb 2023 15:58:03 +0000 (UTC)
To: scfreedoomcaucus@gmail.com; SCSupt Ed
Cc: Rebecca Hines; Jay Kilmartin; Charlene Wessinger; Beth Carrigg;

coreyallen0226@gmail.com; justice@palmettostatewatch.com; Matt Hogan; ksnipes@lexrich5.org;
Theovertonreport
Subject: CRT Assignment - Lexington Richland School District 5

Good Morning All,

My name is and | am citizen of Lexington Richland 5 and my daughter is a former student. It
was brought to my attention the assignment given by Ms. Mary Wood at Chapin High School in her AP
Language Class last week by some concerned parents. It is my understanding that the parents of the
children who brought this to our attention attempted to resolve with the principal but Mr. Ames (the
principal) allowed for her to give the lesson one more day.

Ms. Woods frankly told her class something along the lines of "hoping she doesn't get fired for this"... no
teacher prefaces a lesson with this unless they know they are doing something that is wrong. Ms.
Woods opened up with two systemic race videos and this was a precursor to the book which they would
be discussing. This is not Ms. Woods first rodeo and she is well aware of what she is doing and has
continued to be controversial for whatever reason.

| will attach both videos, the assignment, the book (Between the World in Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates), and
two emails from children in her class to a sitting school board member.

First this absolutely violates Proviso 1.93 Partisanship Curriculum:

1.93. (SDE: Partisanship Curriculum): For the current fiscal year, of the funds allocated by the
Department of Education to school districts, no monies shall be used by any school district or
school to provide instruction in, to teach, instruct, or train any administrator, teacher, staff
member, or employee to adopt or believe, or to approve for use, make use of, or carry out
standards. curricula, lesson plans, textbooks, instructional materials, or instructional practices
that serve to inculcate any of the following concepts: (1) one race or sex 1s inherently superior to
another race or sex; (2) an individual, by virtue of his race or sex. is inherently racist, sexist, or
oppressive, whether consciously or unconsciously; (3) an individual should be discriminated
against or recelve adverse treatment solely or partly because of his race or sex: (4) an individual's
moral standing or worth is necessarily determined by his race or sex; (5) an individual, by virtue
of his race or sex, bears responsibility for actions commuitted in the past by other members of the
same race or sex; (6) an individual should feel discomfort, guilt, anguish, or any other form of
psychological distress on account of his race or sex; (7) meritocracy or traits such as a hard work
ethic are racist or sexist, or were created by members of a particular race to oppress members of
another race; and (&) fault, blame, or bias should be assigned to a race or sex, or to members of a
race or sex because of their race or sex. Nothing contained herein shall be construed as
prohibiting any professional development training for teachers related to issues of addressing
unconscious bias within the context of teaching certain literary or historical concepts or issues
related to the impacts of historical or past discriminatory policies.

Second issue is this topic/incident needs to be added to the next board meeting agenda, February 13th.

. The public deserves to know what is happening in our schools. The public needs to see how our
elected board responds to this type of material being discussed with high school students against current
state law and just simply that it is propaganda. As a citizen and parent | feel this situation isn't receiving
the attention it should be as Ms. Woods father sits on the board. Mr. Mike Satterfield. The excuses are



already rolling bc it is Black History Month. | am confident you can teach lessons about Black History
without propaganda and without flat out ignoring the law. Not to mention any time you make students so
uncomfortable they don't want to go back to class there is a HUGE problem and it is totally unacceptable.

Honestly there should not be any questions on whether this should be discussed at the next board
meeting. | ask that you encourage our board officers: Rebecca Blackburn Hines (Chair), Matt Hogan (
Vice Chair), Kimberly Snipes (Secretary) to do the right thing and add this to the next board meeting
agenda. | also ask that you look into Proviso 1.93 and the material that was presented to Ms. Woods
class and see if there were any violations of state law.

Thank You,

The Unegual Opportunity Race

E The Unequal Opportunity Race

Systemic Racism Explained




Systemic Racism Explained
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February 151
Part 1: Identify rwo of the following themes from Coates’ book to which vou are
most drawn:

« The Body

= The Dream

& Education and Inguicy

» History

» ldentity
Part 2: Describe vour inttial reaction to Between the World and Me. Any
thoughts, feelings, dis/agreements, or questions you have?






From: Kimberly Snipes

Sent: Wed, 8 Feb 2023 17:21:51 -0500

To: Akil Ross; Amee White

Subject: Fwd: CRT Assignment - Lexington Richland School District 5
---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Rebecca Hines <rhines@lexrichS.org>

Date: Wed, Feb 8, 2023 at 3:08 PM

Subject: Re: CRT Assignment - Lexington Richland School District 5

To:

CC: scfreedoomcaucus@gmail.com <scfreedoomcaucus@gmail.com>, SCSupt Ed
<scsupted@ed.sc.gov>, Jay Kilmartin <johnkilmartin@bellsouth.net>, Charlene Wessinger
<cwessinger(@lex-co.com>. Beth Carrigg <bcarrigg@lex-co.com>, corevallen0226(@gmail.com
<coreyallen0226@gmail.com™>, justice@palmettostatewatch.com
<justice@palmettostatewatch.com>, Matt Hogan <mhogan@lexrich5.org>,
ksnipes@]lexrich3.org <ksnipes@lexrichS.org>, Theovertonreport

<theovertonreport@gmail.com>

| appreciate your email.

Please understand that | share the concern. As a parent, if my child brought forth a similar situation, |
would also want to demand answers.

However, as a board member, there are legal and policy standards that we are obligated to follow. First,
we cannot discuss specific employees and their personnel situations. We have one employee — the
superintendent. We do not have the authority, under policy guided by statutes, to investigate or
discipline other district employees. Because of our quasi-judicial roles, we must refrain from being
personally involved with talking specifics about a teacher/employee/student situation that may warrant
a disciplinary action. If protocol isn’t followed, the board members involved would have to be recused
from any decisions/conversations relating to the situation. Due process requires that the district
administration follow protocol when a complaint is made, and any potential disciplinary action is taken.
While | had not been contacted by parents or students on this issue, and | haven’t seen some of the
emails below or any other excuses, | have heard from another board member about the concerns,
including a demand for this to be put on executive session at the next meeting. As of the time of that
request, the district was not aware of this situation, and it is my understanding that proper protocol has
now been initiated and this specific situation and any violations relating to it are being
addressed/reviewed. As such, the district administration must be given the sufficient opportunity to
investigate the facts and make a determination before any conversation relating to this situation can be
discussed — whether in executive session or in general session.



Again, any public conversation regarding any specific employee cannot occur during a board meeting;
however, | do respect the request for a public conversation and questions relating to the content of the
curriculum. As the board officers made clear in a public board officers meeting (prior to this last-minute
request), the district has a few time-sensitive, extremely important matters to discuss that must have
priority. If [ have learned anything in the two years on this board, it’s that rushed decisions always have
poor outcomes. Board officers (and other board members) have already indicated that this discussion is
important and it will be put on the agenda at a future meeting...as of now, the plan is to discuss this in
late March or April. | understand the frustration in timing but | am bound by policy.

In the interim, and because you copied current legislators to this email, | will say this...on behalf of
myself and as just one board member — who brought forth the Parental Rights Resolution for District 5,
and who was almost censured for trying to address obscenity in the books in our schools— situations
such as these are why it is so important for our lawmakers to help local districts by implementing clear
and concise legislation relating to curriculum and accountability. | am encouraged by and support
conversations of eliminating those gray areas of opinions (as opposed to truth & facts) in curriculum
with legislation such as the Transparency and Integrity in Education Act. | am hopeful that local districts,
the SCDOE and the General Assembly can work together to create both legislation and policies that
remove unnecessary rhetoric and allow for the focus to shift to an honest education.

As always, you are welcome to reach out to me personally to discuss your concerns. | hope you have a
blessed afternoon.

Kind regards,

Rebecca Blackburn Hines

On Wed. Feb 8, 2023 at 10:58 AM wrote:
Good Morning All,
My name is and | am citizen of Lexington Richland 5 and my daughter is a former

student. It was brought to my attention the assignment given by Ms. Mary Wood at Chapin High
School in her AP Language Class last week by some concerned parents. It is my understanding that
the parents of the children who brought this to our attention attempted to resolve with the principal but
Mr. Ames (the principal) allowed for her to give the lesson one more day.

Ms. Woods frankly told her class something along the lines of "hoping she doesn't get fired for this"...
no teacher prefaces a lesson with this unless they know they are doing something that is wrong. Ms.
Woods opened up with two systemic race videos and this was a precursor to the book which they
would be discussing. This is not Ms. Woods first rodeo and she is well aware of what she is doing and
has continued to be controversial for whatever reason.

I will attach both videos, the assignment, the book (Between the World in Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates),
and two emails from children in her class to a sitting school board member.

First this absolutely violates Proviso 1.93 Partisanship Curriculum:



1.93. (SDE: Partisanship Curriculum): For the current fiscal year, of the funds allocated by the
Department of Education to school districts, no monies shall be used by any school district or
school to provide instruction in, to teach, instruct, or train any administrator, teacher, staff
member, or employee to adopt or believe, or to approve for use, make use of, or carry out
standards, curricula, lesson plans, textbooks, instructional materials, or instructional practices
that serve to inculcate any of the following concepts: (1) one race or sex is inherently superior to
another race or sex; (2) an individual, by virtue of his race or sex, is inherently racist, sexist, or
oppressive, whether consciously or unconsciously; (3) an individual should be discriminated
against or recelve adverse treatment solely or partly because of his race or sex; (4) an individual's
moral standing or worth is necessanly determined by his race or sex; (5) an individual, by virtue
of his race or sex, bears responsibility for actions committed in the past by other members of the
same race or sex; (6) an individual should feel discomfort, guilt, anguish, or any other form of
psychological distress on account of his race or sex; (7) meritocracy or traits such as a hard work
ethic are racist or sexist, or were created by members of a particular race to oppress members of
another race; and (8) fault, blame, or bias should be assigned to a race or sex, or to members of a
race or seX because of their race or sex. Nothing contained herein shall be construed as
prohibiting any professional development training for teachers related to issues of addressing
unconscious bias within the context of teaching certain literary or historical concepts or issues
related to the impacts of historical or past discnnminatory policies.

Second issue is this topic/incident needs to be added to the next board meeting agenda, February
13th. . The public deserves to know what is happening in our schools. The public needs to see how
our elected board responds to this type of material being discussed with high school students against
current state law and just simply that it is propaganda. As a citizen and parent | feel this situation isn't
receiving the attention it should be as Ms. Woods father sits on the board. Mr. Mike Satterfield. The
excuses are already rolling bc it is Black History Month. | am confident you can teach lessons about
Black History without propaganda and without flat out ignoring the law. Not to mention any time you
make students so uncomfortable they don't want to go back to class there is a HUGE problem and it is
totally unacceptable.

Honestly there should not be any questions on whether this should be discussed at the next board
meeting. | ask that you encourage our board officers: Rebecca Blackburn Hines (Chair), Matt Hogan (
Vice Chair), Kimberly Snipes (Secretary) to do the right thing and add this to the next board meeting
agenda. | also ask that you look into Proviso 1.93 and the material that was presented to Ms. Woods
class and see if there were any violations of state law.

Thank You,

The Unegual Opportunity Race




E The Unequal Opportunity Race

Systemic Racism Explained
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Dipreribe Counes’ primare statement regandng wenciny snd yaar pesitsan shaut bis
argumenl.
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You will use this decument to compose your thoughts on Between the World and
He, Please color cade your entries to indicate the different sections of days of
writings in this docurnent. Each time you are asked to respond to a journal
prampt, please add to this document rather than create a new one.

February 15t
Part 1: [dentify rwo of the following themes fromn Coates' book towhich vou are
muost drawn:

= The Body

= The Dream

+ Education and Inguicy

= History

= ldentity
Part 2; Describe vour initial reaction to Between the World end Me. Any
thoughts, feelings, dis/agreements, or questions vou have?



Kimberly P. Snipes

Board of Trustees, Secretary

School District Five of Lexington & Richland Counties
e: ksnipes@lexrich5.org

www.lexrich5.or;
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From:

Sent: Wed, 8 Feb 2023 21:19:50 +0000 (UTC)
To: Rebecca Hines
Cc: scfreedoomcaucus@gmail.com; SCSupt Ed; Jay Kilmartin; Charlene Wessinger;

Beth Carrigg; coreyallen0226@gmail.com; justice@palmettostatewatch.com; Matt Hogan;
ksnipes@lexrich5.org; Theovertonreport
Subject: Re: CRT Assignment - Lexington Richland School District 5

Thank you for your response Mrs. Blackburn Hines,

| absolutely understand discussing personnel in a public meeting and that policy may not allow this. |
don't believe this is a personal issue because it doesn't matter who taught it, it's the fact of what was
taught. However, | do believe there can be a discussion of the expectations and standards D5 has when
it comes to this type of material. There are children who were harmed by this lesson if you read the
emails and you say you did. Where is the representation to protect these children?

It happened and needs to be discussed publicly. | believe that late March or April is unacceptable and is
totally disrespectful to these children and their parents.

You did lead the "porn in our school" (which is still there) discussion and the Primary Stakeholder
Resolution and | am grateful for that.

| hope you will champion this effort as well by not allowing illegal divisive propaganda to be taught in our
schools.

Thank You Again,

On Wednesday, February 8, 2023 at 03:08:14 PM EST, Rebecca Hines <rhines@lexrich5.org> wrote:

| appreciate your email.

Please understand that | share the concern. As a parent, if my child brought forth a similar situation, |
would also want to demand answers.

However, as a board member, there are legal and policy standards that we are obligated to follow. First,
we cannot discuss specific employees and their personnel situations. We have one employee — the
superintendent. We do not have the authority, under policy guided by statutes, to investigate or
discipline other district employees. Because of our quasi-judicial roles, we must refrain from being
personally involved with talking specifics about a teacher/employee/student situation that may warrant
a disciplinary action. If protocol isn’t followed, the board members involved would have to be recused
from any decisions/conversations relating to the situation. Due process requires that the district
administration follow protocol when a complaint is made, and any potential disciplinary action is taken.
While | had not been contacted by parents or students on this issue, and | haven’t seen some of the
emails below or any other excuses, | have heard from another board member about the concerns,
including a demand for this to be put on executive session at the next meeting. As of the time of that
request, the district was not aware of this situation, and it is my understanding that proper protocol has
now been initiated and this specific situation and any violations relating to it are being
addressed/reviewed. As such, the district administration must be given the sufficient opportunity to



investigate the facts and make a determination before any conversation relating to this situation can be
discussed — whether in executive session or in general session.

Again, any public conversation regarding any specific employee cannot occur during a board meeting;
however, | do respect the request for a public conversation and questions relating to the content of the
curriculum. As the board officers made clear in a public board officers meeting (prior to this last-minute
request), the district has a few time-sensitive, extremely important matters to discuss that must have
priority. If | have learned anything in the two years on this board, it's that rushed decisions always have
poor outcomes. Board officers (and other board members) have already indicated that this discussion is
impartant and it will be put on the agenda at a future meeting...as of now, the plan is to discuss this in
late March or April. | understand the frustration in timing but | am bound by policy.

In the interim, and because you copied current legislators to this email, | will say this...on behalf of
myself and as just one board member —who brought forth the Parental Rights Resolution for District 5,
and who was almost censured for trying to address obscenity in the books in our schools— situations
such as these are why it is so important for our lawmakers to help local districts by implementing clear
and concise legislation relating to curriculum and accountability. | am encouraged by and support
conversations of eliminating those gray areas of opinions (as opposed to truth & facts) in curriculum
with legislation such as the Transparency and Integrity in Education Act. | am hopeful that local districts,
the SCDOE and the General Assembly can work together to create both legislation and policies that
remove unnecessary rhetoric and allow for the focus to shift to an honest education.

As always, you are welcome to reach out to me personally to discuss your concerns. | hope you have a
blessed afternoon.

Kind regards,

Rebecca Blackburn Hines

On Wed, Feb 8, 2023 at 10:58 AM wrote:
Good Morning All,
My name is and | am citizen of Lexington Richland 5 and my daughter is a former

student. It was brought to my attention the assignment given by Ms. Mary Wood at Chapin High School
in her AP Language Class last week by some concerned parents. It is my understanding that the
parents of the children who brought this to our attention attempted to resolve with the principal but Mr.
Ames (the principal) allowed for her to give the lesson one more day.

Ms. Woods frankly told her class something along the lines of "hoping she doesn't get fired for this"...
no teacher prefaces a lesson with this unless they know they are doing something that is wrong. Ms.
Woods opened up with two systemic race videos and this was a precursor to the book which they
would be discussing. This is not Ms. Woods first rodeo and she is well aware of what she is doing and
has continued to be controversial for whatever reason.

| will attach both videos, the assignment, the book (Between the World in Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates),
and two emails from children in her class to a sitting school board member.

First this absolutely violates Proviso 1.93 Partisanship Curriculum:



1.93. (SDE: Partisanship Curriculum): For the current fiscal year, of the funds allocated by the
Department of Education to school districts, no monies shall be used by any school district or
school to provide mnstruction in, to teach, instruct, or train any administrator, teacher, staff
member, or employee to adopt or believe, or to approve for use, make use of, or carry out
standards, curricula, lesson plans, textbooks, instructional materials, or instructional practices
that serve to inculcate any of the following concepts: (1) one race or sex is inherently superior to
another race or sex; (2) an individual, by virtue of his race or sex, is inherently racist, sexist, or
oppressive, whether consciously or unconsciously: (3) an individual should be discriminated
against or receive adverse treatment solely or partly because of s race or sex; (4) an individual's
moral standing or worth is necessarily determined by his race or sex; (5) an individual, by virtue
of his race or sex, bears responsibility for actions committed in the past by other members of the
same race or sex: (6) an individual should feel discomfort, guilt, anguish, or any other form of
psychological distress on account of his race or sex; (7) meritocracy or traits such as a hard work
ethic are racist or sexist, or were created by members of a particular race to oppress members of
another race; and (&) fault, blame, or bias should be assigned to a race or sex, or to members of a
race or seX because of their race or sex. Nothing contained herein shall be construed as
prohibiting any professional development training for teachers related to issues of addressing
unconscious bias within the context of teaching certain literary or historical concepts or issues
related to the impacts of historical or past discriminatory policies.

Second issue is this topic/incident needs to be added to the next board meeting agenda, February 13th.
. The public deserves to know what is happening in our schools. The public needs to see how our
elected board responds to this type of material being discussed with high school students against
current state law and just simply that it is propaganda. As a citizen and parent | feel this situation isn't
receiving the attention it should be as Ms. Woods father sits on the board. Mr. Mike Satterfield. The
excuses are already rolling be it is Black History Month. | am confident you can teach lessons about
Black History without propaganda and without flat out ignoring the law. Not to mention any time you
make students so uncomfortable they don't want to go back to class there is a HUGE problem and it is
totally unacceptable.

Honestly there should not be any questions on whether this should be discussed at the next board
meeting. | ask that you encourage our board officers: Rebecca Blackburn Hines (Chair), Matt Hogan (
Vice Chair), Kimberly Snipes (Secretary) to do the right thing and add this to the next board meeting
agenda. | also ask that you look into Proviso 1.93 and the material that was presented to Ms. Woods
class and see if there were any violations of state law.

Thank You,

The Unegual Opportunity Race
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Systemic Racism Explained

Systemic Racism Explained
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I, Aualyticul beRrelve conmpmiEry.
2. Luterary ar rheoncal elements, Tey io ga a step fusther tumn idennfying the shemem
i ieriee abom the auther’s pumese m uang ihe device,

3. Queshion: — ospecaally micrpretvie anabvisenl gueshions tial meight lead 10 imeresting

discussapn.

4. Connectimes to ofber lextz, conrses, celtural teuchstenes, experiences, oie

%, Connechions within the book: echees, repetvivons, paiterne [dendrfy, imck, and theomae

aheail the neamiag of these emenging themes fatterms Dl atify e work.

f, Hachprowsd ndormetion en allussens to people. tustory, Bicrture. ol Lok up the
albwans and wid i few nenes ahour the reference. For eome allusione. o may wiis o
dip d=eper

. Defintions of anlammelar wonls — espeaally words thit don 't lave envugh conlext clues
i lietp v make an cilucum! gecss shoeul the woeid s moansig. 1 nol aeoegh 1o circle
worde you dan's knnw - bk them op ol piked o brie? defimivics thot makes sense mthe
camleat ol s selenee.

% Some convessmbonsl perscral responscs.
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You will use this document to compaose your thoughts on Between the World dnd
#e, Please color code your entries to indicate the different sections of days of
writings in this document. Each time vou are asked to respond to a journal
promipt, please add to this document rather than create a new one.

February ist
Part 1: identify rwo of the following themes from Coates' book towhich you are
mast drawn:

+ The Body

+ The Dream

» Education and Inguiry

+ History

+ ldentity
Part 2: Describe your inktial reaction to Between the World and Me. Any
thoughts, feelings, dis/agreements, or questions you have?







From: Rebecca Hines

Sent: Wed, 8 Feb 2023 15:08:08 -0500
To:
Cc: scfreedoomcaucus@gmail.com; SCSupt Ed; Jay Kilmartin; Charlene Wessinger;

Beth Carrigg; coreyallen0226@gmail.com; justice@palmettostatewatch.com; Matt Hogan;
ksnipes@Iexrich5,org; Theovertonreport
Subject: Re: CRT Assignment - Lexington Richland School District 5

| appreciate your email.

Please understand that | share the concern. As a parent, if my child brought forth a similar situation, |
would also want to demand answers.

However, as a board member, there are legal and policy standards that we are obligated to follow. First,
we cannot discuss specific employees and their personnel situations. We have one employee —the
superintendent. We do not have the authority, under policy guided by statutes, to investigate or
discipline other district employees. Because of our quasi-judicial roles, we must refrain from being
personally involved with talking specifics about a teacher/employee/student situation that may warrant
a disciplinary action. If protocol isn’t followed, the board members involved would have to be recused
from any decisions/conversations relating to the situation. Due process requires that the district
administration follow protocol when a complaint is made, and any potential disciplinary action is taken.
While | had not been contacted by parents or students on this issue, and | haven’t seen sume of the
emails below or any other excuses, | have heard from another board member about the concerns,
including a demand for this to be put on executive session at the next meeting. As of the time of that
request, the district was not aware of this situation, and it is my understanding that proper protocol has
now been initiated and this specific situation and any violations relating to it are being
addressed/reviewed. As such, the district administration must be given the sufficient opportunity to
investigate the facts and make a determination before any conversation relating to this situation can be
discussed —whether in executive session or in general session.

Again, any public conversation regarding any specific employee cannot occur during a board meeting;
however, | do respect the request for a public conversation and questions relating to the content of the
curriculum. As the board officers made clear in a public board officers meeting (prior to this last-minute
request), the district has a few time-sensitive, extremely important matters to discuss that must have
priority. If | have learned anything in the two years on this board, it’s that rushed decisions always have
poor outcomes. Board officers (and other board members) have already indicated that this discussion is
important and it will be put on the agenda at a future meeting...as of now, the plan is to discuss this in
late March or April. | understand the frustration in timing but | am bound by policy.

[n the interim, and because you copied current legislators to this email, | will say this...on behalf of
myself and as just one board member — who brought forth the Parental Rights Resolution for District 5,
and who was almost censured for trying to address obscenity in the books in our schools— situations
such as these are why it is so important for our lawmakers to help local districts by implementing clear
and concise legislation relating to curriculum and accountability. | am encouraged by and support



conversations of eliminating those gray areas of opinions (as opposed to truth & facts) in curriculum
with legislation such as the Transparency and Integrity in Education Act. | am hopeful that local districts,
the SCDOE and the General Assembly can work together to create both legislation and policies that
remove unnecessary rhetoric and allow for the focus to shift to an honest education.

As always, you are welcome to reach out to me personally to discuss your concerns. | hope you have a
blessed afternoon.

Kind regards,

Rebecca Blackburn Hines

On Wed. Feb 8, 2023 at 10:58 AM wrote:
Good Morning All,
My name is and | am citizen of Lexington Richland 5 and my daughter is a former

student. It was brought to my attention the assignment given by Ms. Mary Wood at Chapin High
School in her AP Language Class last week by some concerned parents. It is my understanding that
the parents of the children who brought this to our attention attempted to resolve with the principal but
Mr. Ames (the principal) allowed for her to give the lesson one more day.

Ms. Woods frankly told her class something along the lines of "hoping she doesn't get fired for this"...
no teacher prefaces a lesson with this unless they know they are doing something that is wrong. Ms.
Woods opened up with two systemic race videos and this was a precursor to the book which they
would be discussing. This is not Ms. Woods first rodeo and she is well aware of what she is doing and
has continued to be controversial for whatever reason.

I will attach both videos, the assignment, the book (Between the World in Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates),
and two emails from children in her class to a sitting school board member.

First this absolutely violates Proviso 1.83 Partisanship Curriculum:

1.93. (SDE: Partisanship Curriculum): For the current fiscal year, of the funds allocated by the
Department of Education to school districts, no monies shall be used by any school district or
school to provide instruction 1n, to teach, instruct, or train any administrator, teacher, staff
member. or employee to adopt or believe, or to approve for use, make use of], or carry out
standards, curricula, lesson plans, textbooks, instructional materials, or instructional practices
that serve to inculcate any of the following concepts: (1) one race or sex is inherently superior to
another race or sex: (2) an individual, by virtue of his race or sex, is inherently racist, sexist. or
oppressive, whether consciously or unconsciously; (3) an individual should be discriminated
agains! or receive adverse treatment solely or partly because of his race or sex; (4) an individual's
moral standing or worth is necessanly determined by his race or sex: (5) an individual, by virtue
of his race or sex, bears responsibility for actions committed in the past by other members of the
same race or sex: (6) an individual should feel discomfort, guilt, anguish, or any other form of
psychological distress on account of his race or sex; (7) meritocracy or traits such as a hard work
ethic are racist or sexist, or were created by members of a particular race to oppress members of
another race; and (8) fault, blame, or bias should be assigned to a race or sex, or to members of a
race or sex because of their race or sex. Nothing contained herein shall be construed as
prohibiting any professional development training for teachers related to issues of addressing
unconscious bias within the context of teaching certain literary or historical concepts or issues
related to the impacts of historical or past discriminatory policies.

Second issue is this topic/incident needs to be added to the next board meeting agenda, February



13th. . The public deserves to know what is happening in our schools. The public needs to see how
our elected board responds to this type of material being discussed with high school students against
current state law and just simply that it is propaganda. As a citizen and parent | feel this situation isn't
receiving the attention it should be as Ms. Woods father sits on the board. Mr. Mike Satterfield. The
excuses are already rolling bc it is Black History Month. | am confident you can teach lessons about
Black History without propaganda and without flat out ignoring the law. Not to mention any time you
make students so uncomfortable they don't want to go back to class there is a HUGE problem and it is
totally unacceptable.

Honestly there should not be any questions on whether this should be discussed at the next board
meeting. | ask that you encourage our board officers: Rebecca Blackburn Hines (Chair), Matt Hogan (
Vice Chair), Kimberly Snipes (Secretary) to do the right thing and add this to the next board meeting
agenda. | also ask that you look into Proviso 1.93 and the material that was presented to Ms. Woods
class and see if there were any violations of state law.

Thank You,

The Unegual Opportunity Race

E The Unequal Opportunity Race

Systemic Racism Explained




E Systemic Racism Explained
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Thank you for your response.
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Fetween the Worlll ead Me Pre-reading

Whiat o vou undersland from the "Linefual Oppanonity Eoce™ videa?

. Whiat do s chank 13 ineane b be systenasally awene?

Deseribe vour enderstanding of systemic s,

- Do vau thenk raviem i g peevasie probbem s Amerea? Why or why not?

&t or
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*Laeracy o7 [reodim” 184 cole Pl Toundaransl rooghe Alncan Amencan liherson
wradition. lilentidy the tepes at Hieraes Cnaes received o pursicd. Hia diocs
Coates descrbe the Amencon edocation systens? Yhat are the probinne Coates
laentifers by thie fiueason w51em?

Wt s Contles” primary argument aboul educaisan gl ds role in equalty? Is he
Jstithed | thes arance? Explain

Hisory
“Vau must strugdle to truly remember the past it all iLs nuance, errar, and
fmarioy You muss gesst the comman ege tasasd the comforting aprese of
ivine b, faward fasry tales thist impby sams irrepressibie (istice. The endlaod
were not bricks in veur road, and thear bves were nat chopiers i your redempive
hskary. They wene penpso Turmed to ek for the dmeslean meshene” [0

A sagiifecant roncern Costes addresses in the texd is that of American history,
specificatly how hisioread focss are reesuped andsor amined and the parpese of
thas masipulazion of truth. Who dees Coates s2em 1a believe controls the lstorizal
narmatne and what does be purport are the conssqusnces of that rontraf?

Expiam Coates’ problem will Amenica’s tradition of retelling historv. Explain veur
sippant or dissgreement with his positipa on this wopie

Identiny
“We dnl owt chonse cur dences. They were mmpesed oo us by Virginae planters
vhsesied with erslaving as many imericans as pasible. They are the ones whe
came b with a ane-deop rule that separated the =it from the “ilkaek” evien if I0
meart thesr enn bles-eved sons would live under the lashe The result is o people, o
baak peaple, whio embedy all phasical vasieties and whese He stofes miror this
physlenl range Tharough The Secos aaw that we were i o ewn segregared By
pulstc, cosmppratans. The black diaspora was not just our eam world bt inoso
mafw wins, the Wisstern world itsel® (43}

Coites spersds o sgnlbesnt smount of Ume dissussang the complesities ol race and
identily in Aanericy What does Coates gay shout the tendency uf American history
to diseiess slavery is & mass of peopie rather than individuaks whe suffered the
atrecities of boing ensiaved ¥ Hew did thes alfect the kleatity of Dlack Americans?

Deecribe Cnates’ primary statement regardimg identisy ane your pesitan shao bis
wrgumenl.
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Themes in Banween the World and Me

The Black Body
“But Al ann phessing-roce selatlons, rackal ehasie, rocial justser, tacial probiing,
white privilope, eves white supremacy-series to akscure that mcism is 2 visceral
expenence, tit it dislodpes brains. blocks airways. ops mescle. extracts angans,
crcks hupies, hrcsics oeTh, Yol must alwaye repember tha the socilagy, The
history, the sconoemcs. the graphs. the chans, Lthe regressions all laad, with great
viedenos, upon the bmiy™ (15

Thrrapnent Cotes nevel be returms s she idea of the Blick bady, disrussng this
i a0 Speine wnd Auatend wavs Hiw docs Coares dofine umsd deseribe the Black
by Threaghiean the boph? Whart does Coates mean wisn e relers go the ides of
Tosing his vwn bodv?

Explain the validity of Cuates’ argument about the Back boty as dispraabiles

The Dream
“Ihe Dream choves va genesalizution, ca lmaing thee number of patsiile questions.
o prs e ing snediare sussweraT (50)

Fiess ot wf whiat i “the Do (500 the Avetican Eream as we repicadle Vaoma i1 i
sanpeehirag eleed™ Heow i The dbeam camte tode over g conese ol Amecan
Hastary T Explun Ceates’ atstaposition of “te [esan with “the Sruggle” Heae does
thvis gicreens v log 1 it almii e ssibiliny apid apEe Ty i Al

W'lias o5 Coules’ main arpument regasdng “the Dream” and bs br nghe? Wiy or wise
(A

Eddcation
“Hut the kins of the schopls were aimed 3t somethimg distant and vague. What s
A T, as aur chlers wold s, “mroe g e sammetady 7 And what procisels did
Usig fuve T o with 20 edueation sendered g5 note dsckplineT (23)

“Literacy for frecdam” 15 2 concept fountatsonal to the Afncan Aanencan [Seratsan
tradition. ldentidy the bypes ol litereoy Coates received of porsued. Bow does
Contes desorste the Amencan education sveem? What oe the problems Cosnes
identiles in the educatyn system?

Whas s Coates primary srguimsent shout educstson ardd ds male i equalay? Is he
Justified in thas stance? Explain

History
Yo st SErgple 30 trdy Femeniher the past in all ite nuanee, orvar, ond
lumomity. You musi sesst the common urge tosrd the condortiog narcave of
divingz law. taward fary tales thm sy some irrey ible justice. The ensloved
were rat brieks i viun rad, znd thetr Iges wete mat Chapaers in sous fedemptne
history. They weee peopie bunived §o fuel for the AmeTrican inechme” {701

A sxppifmant copesim Costes adiresses |n the test s that of Smesican Wstoy,
specifically how histoncal facts are recoansted and for omitted ans the pargiose of
thsie marnipulaion of Trigh Whn diocs Cantes scem 1o belicve comtrels the hzsturical
rarrastee and whas doss e purpart ane the consequenses al shar comeead?

sty Explilr v

Espdain Cugres’ pron} 8
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Brreeen the World and Me Atnmarating Assinpment

Cuidelines for attotutions: FORMAT
Your noies houlld e bamdwrien (ool typed sl legible. sl coch nnte stusld be dmked 1o g
specific passoge. Avoid muss ondsriining ighlighring chin is unconnecied i parss. Yow nay
ke nales moany of the felloweny woes:
1. Wnic moles on Post-its and sitsch Lo foxl.
2. Wrire noaes an looszleol or in o nodchook Fe swre 1o wme the page mimbsr of the
pnesnpe that ench note posresponds ta. Yo mmy orpanize your noeee by wnpic Tazher tan
by pupe numsher. kel cach nuie slould be Linkoed 4 2 spocific passape. indicaked with a
pape iefoemce.

Cuidetines for pnnatotinge; BOW MUCH SHOULD [ ANNOTATE?

Qratalaty’ b e diaportunst o guantity, bi T want b soc hat you ae showing dewn vour
reabaiy to micrrogule e 1exl e paflorms. flwonize sbum mearmny, and add background
mfnmmarion en allessons ond definatinns of unfamilinr wards. This is o relatnoely shon book, se |
wolld expect o see noges fvan o mijority of pages

Guldetines for annatatives: CONTENT
Adm e 2 vaneny of potes — see belisas Make yous nogss meatngful wovai, Some stuidents fin
ot helpdul 1o develop n key™ ar “legend”™ with a few symbals or calar coddiong e help argonize
SO nuecs

1. Apalynicul' micprelve conmmiary.

2. Lierary ar thesomical elements. Try o o o step further dhun identifyang the elemem

1y s thennze st the suthoc's purpese m sang the deviee.

3 Queshions — ospocnlly mtemprelve'analvical questwns that mught leod o ialerestiog
duscussann
4. Connzctions oo aiher woxis, courees, celoral foachsiones, experienses, sic

"

Canezehnns within the hook: gohess, reptinans, paitstne IdengtRy, drack, and thenrize

bt e mramng of these cinerging Geoies fafems Bl dipfy e ik

6. Backpround udvrmation an allaavas te poople. hestary, litenituee, cie, Loak ap the
albusion and udd i few potes shout the reference. For womes allusions. vou may wam oo
dig desper

T, Dedinttions of wnfamile worls — espeaanlly woeds that don't have cnouph comead clues
1o hekp vow make an sdursicd puess aboul the wond's meanng, (s not awselh o circle
words wou dan't knpwe  kook them up ond add o brizf deGipitien ths makes sense m the
camext ol s seslence.

& Some conversmlwnal perivnal responses.
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You will use this document bo compose your thoughts on Between the World and
e, Please color code your entries to indicate the different sections of days of
writings in this document. Each time you are asked to respond to a journal
prompt, please add to this document rather than create 2 new one.

February 1st
Fart 1: identify two of the following themes from Coates’ book towhich you are
most drawn:

+ The Bady

= The Dream

+ Edugalion and Inguiry

= History

= jdenfity
Part 2: Deseribe vour initial ceaction Lo Belween the World and Me. Any
thoughts, feelings, dis/agreements, or questions you have?






From: Anna Miller

Sent: Sat, 4 Feb 2023 08:46:07 -0500

To: Neshunda Walters

Subject: Fwd: CHS Parent Concerns

Attachments: IMG_6773.jpg, IMG_6771.jpg, IMG_6772.jpg, IMG_6770.jpg, IMG_6769.jpg,

IMG_3948.jpg, IMG_3947.jpg, IMG_3946.jpg

Let's discuss ASAP Monday morning to get started on this.
Anna

---------- Forwarded message -----~---
From: Akil Ross <aross(@lexrich5.org>
Date: Fri, Feb 3, 2023 at 10:23 PM
Subject: Fwd: CHS Parent Concerns

To: Anna Miller <ammiller@lexrich5.org>

I will need your help to review this matter in accordance with board policy.

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Elizabeth Barnhardt <ebarnhardt(@lexrich5.ore>
Date: Fri, Feb 3, 2023 at 3:21 PM

Subject: CHS Parent Concerns

To: Akil Ross <aross(@lexrich5.org>

Dr. Ross,

Over the past two days, I have been contacted by multiple parents of students who attend CHS
and are enrolled in the AP Eng and Comp class of Mary Wood. They are extremely concerned
about an assignment given to them this week, and based on the conversations I have had with
them, I feel that this needs to be immediately addressed.

I was informed at the beginning of the week that the students were allegedly told by Ms, Wood
the following : "We're going to do something a little different this week. I'll probably get fired
for this, but I don't care. They were then given an assignment on the book "Between the World
and Me" by Ta-Nehisi Coates. From the authors own website, this book is described by the
following quote: " Americans have built an empire on the idea of 'race’, a falsehood that damages
us all but falls most heavily on the bodies of black women and men- bodies exploited through
slavery and segregation, and, today, thereated, locked up, and murdered out of all proportion.
What is it like to inhabit a black today and find a way to live within it? And how can we honestly
reckon with this fraught history and free ourselves from it's burden?".

They were then shown the following two Youtube Videos:
The Unequal Opportunity Race: https://www.voutube.com/watch?v=vX Vzl-rNY




Systemic Racism Explained: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YrHIQIO bdQ

According to multiple students, they were made to feel extremely uncomfortable. One student
stated that "Every single face in the room was either bright red or ghost white. You could hear a
pin drop in the room, and no one wanted to speak after watching those videos." Another student
stated that they felt so uncomfortable that they did not wish to even go back to school to attend
this class. It would also seem that some of the other teachers have similar assignments, but their
students were given the choice of book to review, and this was not the case in Ms. Woods' class.

I have attached some of the text messages from parents, as well as the complete assignment
given to the students. Many of them wish for themselves and their children to remain anonymous
due to fear of retaliation from the community, classmates of their children, and most
astonishingly from Ms. Wood herself. They have said that no one feels the ability to speak up
about this because they "do not wish to have a target on their backs". This is completely
unacceptable that any student would be made to feel that they cannot speak out about something
they are being taught in a classroom, and fear retaliation from someone in the position of a
teacher. They have also informed me that they have requested parent-teacher conferences with
Ms. Wood, as well as meetings with Mr. Ames, and have not received responses.

I look forward to your prompt attention to this matter,
Regards,

Elizabeth Barnhardt
Lexington-Richland District 5 Board Trustee

Dr. Akil E. Ross, Sr.

Superintendent
School District Five of Lexington & Richland Counties

0: 803.476.8169 e: aross@lexrich5.org

www.lexrich5.or

000

“We love and grow our students!”




Anna M. Miller

Chief of Academics and Administration

School District Five of Lexington & Richland Counties
0: 803.476.8128 e: ammiller@lexrich5.org
www.lexrich5.or,

000

“We love and grow our students!”
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Tleemes (n Betoeen the Werld anyd hMe

The Mack body
Bt s auf plivsstng-race relatlons, racial chasm, fecial jusiee, o grafiling,
white pnvikspe, even white supremacy-serves to obscore that racism is 2 vsceral
expen=nee, that i disledpes brains. blocks airwaye rips muscle. extracts argans,
cracks bones, broske teeth., You must alwive cemember thet the secolagy, the
history, the economacs. thr graphs, the chares, the regressions all land, with prest
violenos, upen the bady™ (104

Throaphout Caates’ novel he peturns to the sdea of the Black body, discussing ths
togihe an speeific amd rusnoed wovs Hinw goes Cogtes define s describie tha Black
by Thraghour the Dook? What docs Coates mean when be refess 1o the ides of
lesing his ewn bady?

Explin the validity of Crates” argement about the Lack body as disgosable

The Dresm
“Ihe Dream thrves on generalization. on mating the namber of possatile guestions,
oy priv Bl bavimecinte gineees” (50

Firsr ol af what is “the Caream’ (i if the Amsericarn Tcar as we tycalls kno it o
sammething else)™ How did 1he gresim come T e over the cogrse ol Amesican
kizrory? Explain Coates’ mxtapesition ol “the Dream™ with “the Strugple” How does
s el develon Fas pusitsin shouT acoessIbilive anid appemuny e Smeric?

What = Caales” main argument regasiing “the bream” ard is he nght® Whe ar wip
Teir?

Education
“But the bws of the sthoals were aimed 21 something distant and vague What dsd it
TN Te, 88 4r elders tald us, “grow up ard be somcebady™ And what procusely did
theie Bt do with an eshacation rerdered a2 e deempline? (25)

“Literacy o freedom” 15 2 concept foundstional to the Afncam American iberatsin
traclition. ldentidy the types of literacy Coates received or puarsued. Hew does
Captes desribe the Amersean edacatlon sysem? What ate the prablems Costes
iderdifees m the educpism system?

What 15 Coates PRmary argament Shour eodueatson amd 55 role i equaliay? 16 he
jizstified in thas slanoe® Explain

History
“¥au st grugple 1o taly rememher The past in 1 ts nuaroe, orear, ansd
lurmanity. You oiest sesast the comanan wrge temard the comforting aarrataee of
Evine law, toward fasry tales that imply some imepressible justice. The enslaved
were nat bricks in yeur paad, and their bves wene pat chapers an vaier redemprioe
history. They were people turned to fuel for the Americn machome" (70

A sipndficant concern Crates addresses | the test |5 tha of Ammerican history,
specafically how bastorical facts are recounied and for omitted and the purpose of
thee manipulation of nath. Whe does Coases seem o believe comrls the hsstorizal
rarragioe and what does i purprt are The conssquenses of shar contel?

Fypiain Coates’ prob stary. Explain vour
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Leracy dor reedam” 1a coneept fonmtaanal 1o 3he Afnican Amencan heranon
tradition dentity the typee of leracy Coesties recelved oF pursoed How docs
Caates deseribe the amerscan sducation svsten? What are the prablems Coates
jdenifics I The edugassan evstem?

What i Coustes prmary argument aboot educaton and ts role @ equaly? 1s e
Justifiedd In thes spanee? Explam

History
“¥ou must srugile to truly rememiner the past m aflits muunce, ervar, asd
manity. You muss resst the comman ugge Tomard 1he comtaming nareatve of
dhivine Low, waward fary tales than imphy some arrepressibale justice The enslaed
were nol bricks invour road. and therr bves were nal chapters m vaer redesmptive
Bistary, They were peapse tiemed tofuel toe the Amerteon machme” [70)

A sypnilreant concern Coates adiresses in the texl is that of Amecican history,
specifiealiv haw hissarical faees are recoamed sndor amitred and cthe pargese: of
s manipulation of truth. Whe dees Coates seens 1o believe comtruls the hestorical
narrateve and what does he purport are the canssguences af thal contral?

Explan Coates’ problem wikk Amezicas tradition ol weielling histary. Zxplain your
SR OF dissgreement with his positie on this 1epi

Tdeneity
“We dnl nit chowse pur feaces. They were impesed on ws by Vigins planters
phsessed with enslving as many Americans as possible. They are the ones who
come U with @ ane-drap rule tat sepamted the “white” from fhe “Mack” even i o
meant ther vwn blue-eved soms weuld live under the lash. The pesult s 2 people, o
bEack people, whir embuedy all physicul varivties and whese e stories mirror this

physical range Tarough Toe Meosa | saw thay we Wens ol ol e Segrogal o hoily

palitx, cusmuepeatans, The back daspara was mot just our cen wodd lai, inso
W Wi, the Western waork] Itscl™ ($3)

Coates spemly 2 spnilkant amounl of Lime discussang the compéexities of rmoe and
identily in Amence What does Coates sav about the tendensy of American bostory:
e cisouss slavery as 3 mass af peaple meher than mdividias who suffered the
atrocities of being voskvecd? Tiow did this sffes the ideatity of etk Amencars?

[rractibe Coates’ primary statement regerdmg idennsy and your pesioan shont his
argumert
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Retween the World gud Me Annatution Asigement

Culdelines [or arhotations: FORMAT
Yo nites showdd be andwritten (oot Gyped) ol bepible. and cach nvie showld be linked 1o s
specific passnge. Awoul moss endstlining heghlighting that is unconmected m nares, Yoo muy
Lake moles in apy of the fllowing ways:
1. Wrile noles on Poest-its and mtach kitexl,
2. Write nedcs an |oasslent or g nelebnok, Be sime i wriie the page mimiber of the
passnpe that ench nege correspomds ta. You may argamze your noees by fopic racher than
by prage nember, kel cach mote showeld be bindeod 10 2 spocific passape. madesited weith o
pape reforenee.

Guldetines for annatatinne: HOYW MUCH SHOULD T ANNOTATE?

Chaalaty s muee noportan than quantite, b Twont o sec thal you are shvwmg donn your
reading 1o mlerragale s el nuse patlcres, lsones abpol meaning, aol add backerowd
imfoemation on allusions ond definitions of unfamiliar wards, This is a relaively shon baok, su |
wonld expect o see noses from o majorisy of pages

Guiclelines for anmetativas: CONTENT

Aim for 2 vimeiy of pabss - see helow, Make your noces meaningful o yaw, Some siadents Fnd

it helpdial 10 develng n “key” or “legend”™ with 2 few symbals or cabor cedling 10 help crpanize

YOUE TIRCS.

1. Analytical mlerprotve comscnliy.

2. Loerary ar rhetoncnl elements, Tev io ga o step further thar identifiong the element

ary o thenre about the authee's purprse m usang the device.

1. Queshons — capeeaally mierprelve nalybeal questions Dot aght leaid o imeresting

docussen.

4. Cannsctions w ather lexts, courses, celtural souchstones, experiences, ele.

§. Connectays within the book: schoss, repetitians, patterne [demify, wack, nnd theorize

about the meaning wf these emerging temes patierns Uial wefy the work.

6. Backpround mivrmation oi allusem e people. history, lilemtore, cic. Look up the
alluson und nidd a few nones shout the reference. Fer come alfusione. you may wani g
dig desper.

. Defimitions of unlanliar words — espocanlty woeds that don’t luve envugh contexd clues
1o lickp yoe make un cdusated pecss abou e word s meanang, 3Us not seseh o cirele
wiorsls youl don't ko - ook them up ond addd o brief definition that makes sense in the
cotleal ol the semionce.

& Samic conyversatisinal personil responscs.
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You will use this document to compose your thoughts on Between the World and
ffe. Please color code your entries to indicate the different sections of days of
writings in this document. Each time vou are asked to respond to a journal
prompt, please add to this documetit rather than create a new one.

February 1st
Part 1: identify two of the following themes from Coates' book to which you are
mast dravin:

+ TheBody

s The Dreamn

« Education and Inquiry

+ History

s ldentiry
Tart 2: Diescribe vour initial reaction to Belween the World and Me. Any
thoughts, feelings, dis/agreements, ot guestions you have?




From: awhite@lexrich5.org on behalf of "Akil Ross" <aross@lexrich5.org>

Sent: Mon, 6 Feb 2023 13:38:00 -0500

To: Carolyn Ash; Tamara Turner

Subject: Fwd: CHS Parent Concerns

Attachments: IMG_6773.jpg, IMG_6771.jpg, IMG_6772.jpg, IMG_6770.jpg, IMG_6769.jpg,

IMG_3948.jpg, IMG_3947.jpg, IMG_3946.jpg

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Elizabeth Barnhardt <ebarnhardt@lexrich3.org>
Date: Fri, Feb 3, 2023 at 3:21 PM

Subject: CHS Parent Concerns

To: Akil Ross <aross@lexrich5.org>

Dr. Ross,

Over the past two days, [ have been contacted by multiple parents of students who attend CHS
and are enrolled in the AP Eng and Comp class of Mary Wood. They are extremely concerned
about an assignment given to them this week, and based on the conversations I have had with
them, I feel that this needs to be immediately addressed.

[ was informed at the beginning of the week that the students were allegedly told by Ms. Wood
the following : "We're going to do something a little different this week. I'll probably get fired
for this, but I don't care. They were then given an assignment on the book "Between the World
and Me" by Ta-Nehisi Coates. From the authors own website, this book is described by the
following quote: " Americans have built an empire on the idea of 'race', a falsehood that damages
us all but falls most heavily on the bodies of black women and men- bodies exploited through
slavery and segregation, and, today, thereated. locked up, and murdered out of all proportion.
What is it like to inhabit a black today and find a way to live within it? And how can we honestly
reckon with this fraught history and free ourselves from it's burden?".

They were then shown the following two Youtube Videos:
The Unequal Opportunity Race: https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=vX Vz|-r§NY
Systemic Racism Explained: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YrHIQIO bdQ

According to multiple students, they were made to feel extremely uncomfortable. One student
stated that "Every single face in the room was either bright red or ghost white. You could hear a
pin drop in the room, and no one wanted to speak after watching those videos." Another student
stated that they felt so uncomfortable that they did not wish to even go back to school to attend
this class. It would also seem that some of the other teachers have similar assignments, but their
students were given the choice of book to review, and this was not the case in Ms. Woods' class.



I have attached some of the text messages from parents, as well as the complete assignment
given to the students. Many of them wish for themselves and their children to remain anonymous
due to fear of retaliation from the community. classmates of their children, and most
astonishingly from Ms. Wood herself. They have said that no one feels the ability to speak up
about this because they "do not wish to have a target on their backs". This is completely
unacceptable that any student would be made to feel that they cannot speak out about something
they are being taught in a classroom, and fear retaliation from someone in the position of a
teacher. They have also informed me that they have requested parent-teacher conferences with
Ms. Wood, as well as meetings with Mr. Ames, and have not received responses.

I look forward to your prompt attention to this matter.,
Regards,

Elizabeth Barnhardt
Lexington-Richland District 5 Board Trustee

Dr. Akil E. Ross, Sr.

Superintendent

School District Five of Lexington & Richland Counties
0: 803.476.8169 e: aross@lexrich5.org
www.lexrich5.or

v Qolf

“We love and grow our students!”
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Between the World... [Q

Between the World and Me Pri-reading,

. What di you wndersiand from ihe "Unoequal Oppostenity Roce® vide?

. What elo v thank i weans o be systemsmlly awars?
. Desirile vonur understandang of svstemie mesm,
. D you think ractem is 2 peevasive pralifem is Aneeen? Wy or sy sat?
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Thetmes 0 Betwern the Warld and Me

The Bisck Body
“BUT 48 auf pheasmg-race relatlons, racial chasm. ractal justee, rcil prafiling,
white prvikege, even white sunremacy-series to obscore that racism is & vasceral
experience. that it disledges brairs, bincks airways rips muscle, extracts argans,
cracks bones, Drosbe teeTh., You Must always remembsr et th seiidomy, the
bistory, the eeomomars. the graphs, the chams, the regressions all lang, with preast
viokenoe, upen the bady™ (10

Throaghout Caates” nivel he returns 1o the idea of the Black body. discussing thes
tepic in specific and puanced ways How does Cogtes define wrsl desornibe the Black
by Theaighindit the bosk? Whas dows Coares ican when e refess 1ot ides of
Ipsing his own bagy?

Exptain the salidiey of Coates” aagioment aboul the Back body as disposubl?

The Brezm
“The Dream thrves on peneralizaion, on mating the number of possitle questiars,
v priv Beginge immehiane aneses” (30

Firse ul af, what &= “the Faeam” (s it the Amsetncan Dream s we rymcally koca it o
sapmebhilg else)? How did 1he drsiim come To e o the conirse of Aeneaicats

husrory? Explain Coates mxtapestion of ~the Doeam™ with “the Sarugple” How does
thee

lavoment develon b ot bowt qooesdbiiny and oppormumity in Smeric”

What = Caates mn arpament regaridmg “the Deeam” ant s he nght? Why or why

Education
“Eui the bws of the schools weee aimed & something distant and vague. What dxl 4
TR T, 8 40F elders Tohd us, Sgron up and be samebady™ And what precsely did
Lhsie Bave bo do with an education rendered os ron: desipline?™ (25)

“Lileracy for Feedom” is 2 concept founidatonal to the African Amercan beratsm
radition. idenzdy the types of literacy Ceates reorived or puraesd. How does
Caates deseribe e Amerscan education sysiem? What are e prablems Coates
ideniafies in the educaison system?

Whas & Coates’ primary argumsent zboent cducatsan and 155 rale In equalme? Te he
Justified in the slance? Lxplain

History
Yo mnstaruggle 1o cruly remember The past in afl its nuance, erear, and
hurmanity. You must resst the commman urge trvarnd the comforting naratve of
tivine law, toward fary tales that mmply some irrepressibie jistice. The ensbned
were nat bricks Inyadr rasd, and their lives were nat chapiers :n vois redemprive
history. They were peopée turned to fuel for the Amesican mochine® [70).

A sipndfigant cungerm Cozte addresces in the st 5 1hat of American histery,
specilically how hstorical lacts are recounted and for omlted and the parpose ol
this manipulatkon of Inath Who dees Castes seem 1o beligve comtrols the hestorical
raarrasive and whan decs he purpse are the canssgquenses of Tt contral?

Explain Coages’ probl ary Explun s
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“Lateracy o freedam” 18 3 coneept Tourita:onal toghe Afncan Amencan eestan
rradichon. Idenpity the types of literacy Coates roecived of pursued Bow does
Coates deseribe the Amencan education svsiem? Yohat are e problems Crates
tdepifice i the educarsan system?

What 13 Coates pnmary arguinent aboul educatsun asd s role @ equality? Is he
|uestifieed In ths stance? Explan

History
“Hou must strugple 1o truly remember the past i all its nuance, error. amd
hurmaniny. Yo mue sessst the commean urge toward She comsforting parestae of
fivine law, award faory tales thin impiv some rrepacsaibile justice The ens e
were nol bricks in vour road, and thear lives were rat chapiers m vour redemplive
Iissare. They were peapbe twmned oo fuel for the Americon machine® {70

A sgnificant concern Coates adibresses in the Lext s that of smencan history,
epecifically how hissorical faets are recoumed and for omitred angd the pirpese ol
thas manipulation of truth. Whi dees Coutes seem ts belisve comtrols U hastorical
rarmative and what doss he purport are the consequences of thal control?

Explaan Coates” probizm with Americas tradition ol relelling history. Zxplain your
sUPpOT or dissgreement with his posizion oo this Tapic

Tdentity
“We dnl noa chowse pur fences. They were imposed on s by Virgine planters
vheemed with ensliving as many Americans as possible. They are the ones who
came upwith @ are-drap rule thar sepamned the *whire® from the *hlack” even d i
meant thexr own blue-eved sons would ive under the laske The result is a people, a
bfzrk peeaiple, who embedy all plasicul wurieties and whese e stories mirror this
|shysical rengs Trroigh The Meces | B thay we wore an o e segeegated hoy
paoletse, cosmuprilans. The hlack daspora was e just our own world ls, insa
A wees, the Western warld Ireeli™ (430

Coales speesls a sagniboant amounl of Ume discussang the compiexities of race and
identily inAmenc What does Coates sav about the tendency of Amsricun listory
e dlisiiess davery as s mase of peapk meher than ingdividoats whe sultered the
alroeities of bring ersfived? Fsow did s allect the mentity of Black seenices?

Deeribe Coates’ primary statement regardang identiny and yaur pesitian shont bils
argumenl.
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Retseeen the 1orld sed Me Annatutbes Asskmment

CGuidelines for annololions: FORMAT
Your nules showld be kantdwrinen (nol typed ) und bepeble. and cach nose showld be linked 1o 5
specific passnge. Avaul moss undeslining fughlighting that is unconnected o notes, You may
ke males i any of the fellowing woys;
1. Write notes on Pust-its and attach o text.
2 Write notes an lonscleaf or in a patchiok, Be sume 1o write the pape rumbser af the
passape thar ench nece coevespomds ta, You may arpanize vour nites by iopic rather than
hy page manbor, bl cach ol should be binked 1o 3 spocific passape. indmted with a
puge releae.

Cuidetines far sonatations: HOW MUCH SHOULD 1 ANNOTATE?

Qualaly s mure mopariont Bun qeentily, b 1 want mosee hal you are slowing doss yous
rendang 16 wlerropale s (ext, nets paticens, hooner abeut meanisg. o sl backgoumd
mEnemation on ablusians ond definitions of unfemilinr words, This & a relatively shon baok, so |
woulil expert 1o ece nies from o mpjoricy of pages

Giklelioes Ror snnotations; CONTENT

Adm foe 2 vanety af notss — see helmw, Make your notes meanirgful to yate. Some siudems find

i helpful W dlesedng o key” or Vlegend” with & few symbals or calor coding 1o help srpanize

UL TN
1. Analytical‘uilerprelive conmentary.

2. Luerary or rhetorical elaments, Tey 1o ga o slep fusther ghan identifiing the elemem
1y 1o thenriyes ahom the authee's parpese m oang the device,

1. Questiwes — expeesslly mierpretive anshetical questions thal nught lesd o merestiog
discussave.

4. Carmectinns we other texts, courses, cultural tgchsiones, experiences, etc.

5. Canmections within the bk schoss, repetitions, patterns Dlentify, track, and theorizs
ahuut the mezning of these cmerpging temes paliorns Dl uinify the work.

&, Background sformsaion an sllusons e people. hstory, Hierture, o, Look up the
allusen and add a few nmes shout the reference. For same allusione, you may ward to
dip d==per.

7. Defmitions ol aitfimilier words — espocaally words that don't lave cnouph contexd clucs
1o help vow make an cducated gucss aboul the word s manang. §Us net enouglh 1o circle
words you don't kanw ook therm up anl ndd n bried definition thot makes sense in the
coiext vl the seilence.

X Bame comversatbonal peromal reaponses.
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You will use this document to compaose your thoughts on Between the World and
Nie. Please color code your entries to indicate the different sections of days of
writings in this document Each time you are asked to respond to a journal
prompl, please add to this document rather than create a new one.

February 1st
Part 1: Fdentify fwo of the following themes from Coates' book to which you are
miost drawn:

» The Body

s The Dream

& Education and Inguiry

e History

e fdenrity
Part 2: Deseribe your inttial reaction o Behween the World end Me. Any
thoughts, feelings, dis/agreements, or questions you have?



From: Mary Wood

Sent: Tue, 7 Feb 2023 22:35:30 -0500
To: Michael Ames

Subject: AP Lang Issue

Dear Mr. Ames,

1 am writing to you out of an abundance of concern following a meeting regarding some parents’ criticism over
instruction in my Advanced Placement Language and Composition class at Chapin High School. AP Lang is a
college-level course with standards dictated by the College Board. College Board assesses AP Lang students in an
exam consisting of 45 multiple choice questions as well as the composition of three essays: Synthesis, Rhetorical
Analysis, and Argument.

At this point in the school year, students in my AP Lang class should be diving deeper into a unit on Argument,
which is historically the most challenging portion of the exam. To engage students appropriately, College Board
expects teachers to provide challenging materials which offer opportunities for understanding perspectives with
which they may not understand or agree. Because the questions and topics vary greatly, students require exposure to
a wide-range of themes and issues, and this is a major factor for the selection of texts. Students MUST be able to
engage with positions unfamiliar to them, with which they may not agree, and for which they are able to identify
nuanced and complex understandings, while making connections with a variety of disciplines and topics.

Further, the materials presented must be aligned with the texts College Board provides in the exam. These are non-
fictional and include speeches, letters, essays, advertisements, studies, biographical accounts, etc. Topics covered
include those related to science, politics, history, current events, societal issues, culture, race, gender, and more.
Thus, the texts we read in class are of the same content. This year, we have reviewed material from Donald Trump,
Malcolm Gladwell, Lou Gehrig, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, and many others. Though their perspectives are
biased, as all are by nature of rhetoric, there has been no challenge until this topic regarding race was introduced.

In my class, we begin the Argument unit with instruction on the skills and concepts required by College Board, lead
into pre-reading activities that include videos explaining the racial chasm in America, and enter into annotating a
text by Ta-Nehisi Coates, whose book is an autobiographical letter to his son about Coates’ perspective as a Black
man in America. Before we read the book, students receive guidance that they will engage with a perspective they
are likely unfamiliar with, which is the crux of civil discourse, and that the intention is not to sway their own
perspective but to learn about someone else’s. Authentic argument does not occur when one is engaged with
someone who shares their own opinions, but when they apply critical thinking, listening, research, and problem-
solving skills to discuss a topic with someone who holds different ideas than their own. Race is a multi-faceted and
complex theme which allows for the development of the skills necessary for proper civil discourse.

As race is a theme with varied perspectives. and because alienation of students is a terrible way of ensuring
participation in any class, I make every effort to invite all ideas and positions to the table. Teachers’ opinions are not
appropriate to this initiative; therefore, I am exceedingly cognizant of remaining neutral. Students should feel safe
and nurtured in the exploration of this and any subject, and to suggest otherwise is counterproductive to academic
success and professionalism in the classroom.

On February 2nd. the day after we began the pre-reading and initial annotation of this text, I received an email from
a parent requesting a “conversation™ about an “assignment.” I responded via email shortly after the request was sent
and called the parent after school was over, leaving a message as well as my cell phone number for her to return my
call. To this date, I have heard nothing from this parent. On Friday, February 3rd, I received a call from the APT for
my school, Melissa Magee, asking me about an “assignment™ I was teaching in AP Lang, with the information that
a separate parent contacted her. On Monday, February 6th, as T was preparing to leave school to care for my
children, I was informed I had a meeting with Ms. Magee at 4, which was after the school day and of which T was
completely unaware. I remained at school, extremely worried about the nature of this conference, and 1 was not
invited to join Ms, Magee and the secondary education director, Neshunda Walters, until 4:35,



My English department head, Tess Pratt, remained with me, equally concerned for the handling of this unexpected
meeting, and when she requested to be present as a colleague aware of the curriculum, she was dismissed. Over the
next hour, I was interrogated about my practice, instruction, professionalism, and intentions as a teacher in such a
way that felt punitive and accusatory. | was shown board policy with the insinuation that I had acted with duplicity
in teaching a controversial topic by not informing school leadership of my plans, even though this book was
purchased by the school and I taught it with no complaint the prior year and with the knowledge of the previous
API, Bonnie Moskos. Furthermore, as this country celebrates Black History Month, it is troublesome to suggest that
teaching material related to racism and a book from the perspective of a Black man in America is controversial.

The decision from this meeting was that I pause instruction of Coates’ book, even though time is of the essence in
preparation for the Argument essay on the AP exam, and despite the lack of a formal challenge to the text by any of
the concerned parents. [ have spent countless hours in preparation for this unit, and to revamp instruction on terribly
short notice would require extraneous amounts of time for research, planning, and development. Additionally,
students will rightly question the removal of material from our intended path of study. All of this can detrimentally
impact students” performance on the AP Lang exam and negatively affect the learning climate in a classroom that
has, up until this point, seemingly flourished with mutual respect amongst students and a strong sense of educational
community.

Moreover, students will determine that material that they do not care to learn can be removed with a simple call
from their parents to complain about their teachers. The implications of this are far-reaching and devalue the
integrity of teachers and education. At a time when educators are fleeing the classroom because of a lack of respect,
this action only validates their intentions to seek employment elsewhere.

In my previous experiences teaching this course, my students have performed exceedingly well, In the 2020
administration, 83% of my students scored a 3 or higher on the exam. In the 2022 administration, my passage rate
was 82.6% To offer perspective, the global passage rate 2020 was 62.1%, and the global passage rate in 2022 was
55.7%. I find it disheartening that a teacher whose passage rate is beneficial to not only her students’ academic
success but also the district’s report card is being treated with such flagrant disregard. We are at a crucial moment in
American education. To take the anecdotal accounts of a few students and place them above the integrity of
educators is dangerous to academia. In AP Lang, we teach our students the value of understanding a situation with
thorough research and discernment before making crucial decisions such as the one made to prevent me from
moving forward with a unit of study. I seriously hope the perspectives of teachers are given due credence.

Sincerely,
Mary Wood





