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Program Overview

● Connect with DCP College Counselors

● Application and Financial Aid Action Items

● Evaluating Your College List 

● College Admissions Panel
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Program Agenda
Updates, Review the Semester, and Action Items 

DePaul Prep College Counseling Team 

Path of the Post-Submit Application 
Betsy Stevens, Assistant Director of Regional Recruitment
University of Pittsburgh 

How to Engage with Colleges 
Maira Suerte, Associate Director of Admissions - Chicago
St. Norbert College 

Q&A 
Admissions Reps and DePaul Prep College Counseling Team 
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Connect with College Counselors
Mr. Tony Minestra

Director of College Counseling 
tminestra@depaulprep.org

https://calendly.com/tminestra/college

Ms. Kelley Curtin
College Counselor

kcurtin@depaulprep.org 
https://calendly.com/kelleycurtin 

Ms. Kate Kaushal
College Counselor

kkaushal@depaulprep.org 
https://calendly.com/kkaushal-1 

mailto:tminestra@depaulprep.org
https://calendly.com/tminestra/college
mailto:kcurtin@depaulprep.org
https://calendly.com/kelleycurtin
mailto:kkaushal@depaulprep.org
https://calendly.com/kkaushal-1
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Semester Review - Program Highlights

● One-on-One College Application Check-Ins
● Essay Review (English 4 and individual review)
● Senior Advisory

○ Requested Letters of Rec via Maia 
○ Class Time for Common App and Essays 

● Parent Events 
○ PEWS: Senior College Kick-Off 
○ PEWS: Financing College 

● 120 College Admissions Rep Visits 
○ Approximately 1,133 students attended
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Semester Review - Scholarship Highlights
● Posse Foundation 

○ 10 Nominations - 1 Semifinalist; 1 Finalist
○ 5 Posse Arts Nominations - 2 Semifinalists 

● One QuestBridge National College Match Finalist
● Two Gates Scholarship Semifinalists 
● College Board National Recognition

○ Three National Merit Commended Students
○ Six National Hispanic Recognition Award 

● Nine Chicago Scholars 
○ Approximately 50 admission interviews at Onsite 
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VERY Early Numbers/Trends

2,600 total applications processed* (11/student)

337 different colleges and universities

325 unique letters of rec written/processed

22 Early Decision Applications
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VERY Early Numbers/Trends

Top 20 Schools Applied To:

U of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 117
U of Iowa 105
Indiana University-Bloomington 92
Michigan State 90
Marquette University 79
DePaul University 75
Miami U - Ohio 59
University of Wisconsin-Madison 58
Loyola U - Chicago 50
Colorado University-Boulder 48

University of Kansas 48
University of Michigan       43
University of Missouri 41
University of Arizona 41
University of Dayton 40
University of Illinois Chicago 38
Penn State (Main Campus) 35
Illinois State University 35
Ohio State University 32
Iowa State University 32
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Submitted Applications - Next Steps

READ Emails! 
• Separate folders for each college to file 
Log into Admissions Portals
• Application Status - Missing Materials?  
• Submitted test scores? Need to send official score 

reports? 
• Self-Reported Grades (SRAR) - UIUC, Clemson, etc
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Submitted Applications - Next Steps
Update Admissions Decisions/Scholarship Trackers 
• Resending Student’s Application Process Organizer this Week. 
• Add Merit Awards to Fourth Tab

Continue Researching
• Visit Campus
• Connect with Current Students 

Deferred/Waitlisted? What’s Next? 
● Read Emails 
● Continue Working Hard

College Counseling Sends Mid-Year Reports in Jan
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Financial Aid - Next Steps
Complete CSS Profile - Open Now 
• Does Your College Require It? (Michigan, Notre Dame, Denison, 

etc) 
• Check Deadlines

Complete 2024-2025 FAFSA - Opens in December
• Create FSA ID
• Gather Supporting Financial Documents? 

Apply to Scholarships 
• College-Specific Scholarships (eg, WiSH, Academic Works or 

Scholarship Universe)
• DCP Scholarship Database 

Visit DePaul Prep College Planning Website for Links 
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Additional Applications - Next Steps
● Identify Deadlines 

○ Priority - November 15 and December 1
○ California Colleges - November 30 
○ Regular Decision - early January 
○ Rolling 

● Supplemental Essay Questions 
○ Be Specific  

● Materials 
○ Need an extra Letter of Rec?  Same process
○ Applying to Honors College? 
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Evaluating Your College List 

● Is Your List Balanced?  
○ Love your “Likely Admit” colleges?   
○ Have you stretched yourself? 

● Real Talk with Family about Finances? 
○ Financial “Safety Schools” 
○ Consider “Other” Expenses 

● Would you be Happy at all of your Colleges? 
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College Admissions Panel

Betsy Stevens
Assistant Director of 
Regional Recruitment

University of Pittsburgh

Maira Suerte '14
Associate Director of 
Admissions - Chicago
St. Norbert College
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Path of the Post-Submit Application

● What’s Next?
● Application Review Process
● Early Action & Rolling Admissions
● Types of Decisions
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How to Engage with Colleges 
● Interact with Intention 

○ In Person and Virtual Visits
○ Admitted Student Events
○ Social Media
○ Connect with Current Students

● Admissions Portal
○ Next Steps

● Keep in Touch
○ Ask Questions! 

● Breathe
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Questions? 


