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• The ACT® college readiness assessment is a curriculum- and 
standards-based educational and career planning tool that 
assesses students’ academic readiness for college.

• The ACT is the capstone of our College and Career Readiness 
System. The test uses the same score scale as 
EXPLORE/PLAN and ACT Aspire, making the system an 
effective tool to monitor academic progress and student 
growth.

ACT Test

Source:  www.act.org

http://www.act.org/




2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Top 10% 29.8 29.0 29.3 28.9 28.1 26.8 28.7 28.3

Top 20% 27.8 27.0 27.3 26.5 26.0 25.2 26.3 26.1

Top 30% 26.3 25.6 25.9 25.0 24.4 24.0 24.6 24.5

Top 40% 25.1 24.4 24.7 23.8 23.0 22.9 23.3 23.1

Top 50% 24.1 23.4 23.6 22.8 22.0 22.1 22.3 22.1

Mean ( ) 19.7 18.9 19.3 18.5 18.1 18.3 18.5 18.2

Composite 
Score ≥ 18

65.6%
(172 

Students)

53.6%
(155 

Students)

57.0%
(155 

Students)

52.5%
(147 

Students)

46.5%
(126 

Students)

55.9%
(138 

Students)

53.3%
(138 

Students)

45.4%
(104 

Students)

N 262 289 272 280 271 247 259 229

*Active Graduating Seniors each spring with valid ACT Composite Score

ACT Summary by Year*







Value Added by Mathematics Courses

Students who take Algebra 1, 
Algebra 2, and Geometry 
typically achieve higher ACT 
Mathematics scores than 
students who take less than 
three years of mathematics.

In addition, students who take 
more advanced mathematics 
courses substantially increase 
their ACT Mathematics score.

2024 Graduates



Value Added by Science Courses

Students taking Biology and 
Chemistry in combination with 
Physics typically achieve higher 
ACT Science scores than 
students taking less than three 
years of science courses.

2024 Graduates



Value Added by English Courses

Students who take English 9, 
English 10, English 11, English 
12 & Other English typically 
achieve higher ACT English 
Scores than students who take 
only the required 4 years of 
English.

In addition, students who take 
more advanced English courses 
substantially increase their ACT 
English score.

2024 Graduates















15% of your students met all four ACT College Readiness Benchmark Scores (Table 1.1). To improve students' scores and increase the percentage of

students identified as college ready, ACT suggests:

PROVIDING ACCESS FOR ALL STUDENTS TO TAKE THE ACT: 229 APS students are included in this report (the ‘cohort’).  Increasing access

insures that more students have the opportunity to consider college and allows the reader to use this report to evaluate how well courses and

instructional programs are preparing students for college and work.

MAKING CORE CURRICULUM A PRIORITY: Emphasize the need for all students to develop college and work ready skills, regardless of

postsecondary aspirations. 70% of the students in the cohort reported taking courses that would be considered 'Core or More' (Table 1.4).

How to Improve Scores and Increase College Readiness



MAKING SURE STUDENTS ARE TAKING THE RIGHT KINDS OF COURSES: Table 3.7 reports 2% of the cohort took less than three years of math

courses. Of these students, 20% were college ready. 33% of the cohort reported taking a course sequence of Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry. 9% 

of  these students were college ready. In comparison, 38% of the students who took 3 or more years of math beyond Algebra I, Algebra II, and 

Geometry were college ready. Getting more students ready for Algebra prior to 9th grade will increase the chances that students will be prepared for 

and take advanced-level math courses.

How to Improve Scores and Increase College Readiness

Similarly, Table 3.7 reports 2% of the cohort took less than three years of natural science courses. 0% of these students were college ready. In

comparison, 23% of students who took at least three years of science coursework were college ready.



EVALUATING RIGOR OF COURSES: Table 3.1 reports the percentage of students falling in each of the ACT College and Career Readiness 

Standards score ranges. For example, approximately 69% of the cohort fall into the lowest three Mathematics score ranges. To increase these 

students’ achievement, identify the standards they should focus on next by accessing ACT's College and Career Readiness Standards at

www.act.org/content/act/en/education-and-career-planning/college-and-career-readiness-standards.html.

How to Improve Scores and Increase College Readiness

http://www.act.org/content/act/en/education-and-career-planning/college-and-career-readiness-standards.html
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