
🎄🎅 Cozy Christmas
DPS hosted the Cozy Christmas Event (Saturday, 12/10) and we had so much fun getting into the
holiday spirit with our students and families! From cookie decorating and caroling, to making
reindeer food and a countdown chain, there was something to keep little ones busy and having fun!
We had a special read aloud and bassoon playing with the Alioto's, letters to Santa and popcorn,
and families even created their own jar of fun to take home to keep the holiday vibes alive! And
don't forget the Elf Training that was going on in the gym! Each student was able to choose two
brand new books to take home and keep among lots of other goodies! Big thanks to all of the DPS
faculty & staff that volunteered their time for this event and also to the Family Resource Center and
Livingston-Wyoming WIC and Liz Jackson from Rinker's Readers. We also received donations from
Dansville Tops, Arbys, and the Booster Club, all of whom helped make this event even more
successful! Happy Holidays DPS!
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✉️ Letter from the Counselors
Hello DPS Families!

This month in Pre-K, we learned about the three fair ways to play - playing together, trading, and
taking turns. We practiced asking “Do you want to play together” before playing with cars. We
practiced asking, “Do you want to trade toys?” before playing with Paw Patrol dogs. And we
practiced asking “Can I have a turn with that marker?”, when drawing a rainbow!

Engage your child by asking:
What are the three fair ways to play? (playing together, trading, and taking turns)
Why should you play fairly? (to be nice, friends will want to play with you.)

In kindergarten, we learned different coping strategies we can use when we start to experience an
uncomfortable feeling. Each year, students learn new coping strategies to add to their toolbox. We
discussed and practiced muscle relaxation, coloring, and using I-statements. Students then
brought home a mini “My Calm Book”.

Engage your child by asking:
What are the new coping strategies you learned about? (muscle relaxation, using I-statements,
coloring/drawing)
What are some other coping strategies you know? (deep breathing, counting, using fidgets)
What is your favorite coping strategy?

In first grade, we learned different coping strategies to use when we start to have an uncomfortable
emotion. This year we added some mini-movement breaks and a grounding exercise to their
toolboxes. Students brought home a packet showing both of these strategies.

Engage your child by asking:
Can you show me the mini-movement break you learned?
Which one is your favorite?
Let’s practice the Rainbow grounding exercise together. Look around the space you’re in and
notice or say something that is each color of the rainbow.

In second grade, we learned about interrupting. We learned that when someone else is talking, we
need to raise our hand and wait until it is our turn to talk, unless it is an emergency. We read a
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book, discussed various situations and whether it was appropriate to interrupt or not, and
practiced not interrupting our peers.

Engage your child by asking:
What is interrupting?
When someone else is talking and an idea pops into your head, what can you say to yourself
before talking? (Do I need to say this? Is this an emergency?)
When is it appropriate to interrupt? (An emergency)

If you have any questions, please reach out to us by phone or email.
Sarah: 585-335-4040 ext. 2013, or gebhards@dansvillecsd.org
Dani: 585-335-4040 ext. 2114 or mahanyd@dansvillecsd.org

Sarah Gebhard and Dani Mahany
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🆘 Help DPS ...

Please read below about Box Tops for Education and how you can help DPS!!!
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❔ We Want Your Feedback

In the School Community Update sent by Dr. Alioto on December
12th, he shared the following:

Communication between school and home is very important.
Families need to know about events, opportunities and school
practices.

The District uses a variety of communication tools like social media, emails, robo calls,
newsletters, virtual and face to face meetings. We know, however, that there is always room for
improvement. That is why we are asking you for some basic feedback on our communication
techniques and strategies. What should we KEEP doing? What should we STOP doing? What
should we START doing?

Please follow this link to our KEEP/STOP/START parent survey and take a few minutes to respond
to these three questions.
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Arrival

All 4PK-2nd grade students will enter at the main entrance of
school and must be to school by 8:00.

Students can be dropped off as early as 7:15.
Breakfast will be served from 7:30-8:10.
Buses unload students at 7:40.

All 3PK students will enter at the side door at 9:00 for the AM program or 12:30 for the PM
program.

Dismissal
Dismissal changes must be made before 1:00pm. Parent pick-up will begin at 2:20pm each day at
the following doors based on last name. Please make sure we have the name of the person
picking up and that person has a driver's license for identification.

A-C at the ELC doorway on the parking lot side
D-H at the back playground door
I-Q at the first door on the left in the driveway between the HS & PS
R-Z at the second door on the left in the driveway between the HS & PS

All 3PK AM and PM students will exit at the side door at 11:30 for the AM program and 3:00 for the
PM program Our 3PK students are dropped off and picked up in the small Primary Bus Loop during
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the following times: 8:45-9:00, 11:20-11:35, 12:20-12:30, and 2:50-3:05. Please consider parking in a
different location so that you aren't trapped in the loop.

Primary Bus Loop

Our 3PK students are dropped off and picked up in the small Primary Bus Loop during the following
times: 8:45-9:00, 11:20-11:35, 12:20-12:30, and 2:50-3:05. Please consider parking in a different
location so that you aren't trapped in the loop.

Come Visit Your Child for Lunch!

If you're interested in coming to have lunch with your child, here are
a few reminders -

Sign in at the main office - you must present a driver's license
to be scanned in our Raptor safety system
Go right to cafeteria and after lunch sign right out at the office
Please keep your cell phone away (no talking, texting, taking pictures)
Model appropriate language and behavior choices (such as Level 2 inside voice)
The cafeteria needs to be a safe eating space for all (such as no sharing food with others and
some parts of tables may be restricted from tree nuts/peanuts)
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Melissa Goho
gohom@dansvillecsd.org

Principal
Dansville Primary School
LEARN .... LEAD .... ACHIEVE
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