11th-12th Grade Milestones for College Planning

College planning isn’t a one time thing, it occurs over multiple years, with different steps each
year. Iowa College Student Aid Commission recommends the below steps for 11th and 12th
graders.

Junior Year:

1. MEET WITH YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR: Review and update your graduation plan
and make sure that you’ve taken or will take courses that will meet your post secondary
goals.

2. NARROW YOUR COLLEGE AND CAREER SEARCH: Complete your XELLO lessons,
review your career/college inventory results. Make sure they still match your interests
and goals. If not, retake them. Answer: “What do you want to study in college and will
it prepare you for a career you want?”

3. RESEARCH COLLEGE ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS and COSTS: “What do you
need to do in high school to get into the college of your choice?” “How much does it cost
to attend my college?” “What types of aid or scholarships can I qualify for?” “Did I
take any college classes that will transfer to the college I want to attend after
graduation?” All of these are questions you need to have answers to before you start
applying to colleges. Most colleges list all of this information on their websites. You can
also speak with your school counselor to help you find the answers to these questions.
Don’t wait until senior year.

4. MAKE A LIST: Create a list of colleges you want to apply to and schedule campus tours.
Create a timeline of due dates and materials that need to be submitted with your college
applications.

5. TAKE ADMISSIONS EXAMS: Some colleges require that you take an admission exam
like the ACT. Take the exam before senior year, you can usually repeat these exams for
higher scores. As your school counselor about preparation or study materials.

Senior Year:

1. MEET WITH YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR: It is recommended that seniors complete a
senior interview. During the senior interview, you will review your transcript,
graduation progress, course schedule, post secondary plans, and identify specific steps to
achieve those plans.

2. RETKE ADMISSIONS EXAMS: If your college(s) requires admissions exams, schedule a
retake option early senior year.

3. UPDATE YOUR LIST OF COLLEGES and APPLY: Update your college list to just those
you plan to apply to. Make sure your list includes all admissions requirements and due
dates. Plan ahead so that you have time to complete applications and submit all
materials before the due dates. Complete your admissions applications. Remember
most applications have a fee. Some colleges will defer or waive the application fee, check
with the college or your school counselor. Use XELLO to request your official transcript
be sent to the colleges you applied to.

4. REQUEST LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION: Create a list of teachers, counselors,
coaches, mentors, employers who might provide you solid letters of recommendations.
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Speak with these individuals and ask for letters. Don’t list people on applications if they
haven’t already agreed to provide you a letter of recommendation. Each college and
scholarship committee may require letters of recommendations be submitted differently
and have differing deadlines. Make sure you have shared how to submit the letter and
the deadline with your recommenders. It is always to provide a written thank you note
once your letter has been submitted.

COMPLETE THE FAFSA: The Free Application for Federal Student Aid is available on
October 1st. Students and parents are encouraged to complete the FAFSA as soon as it
becomes available. Your school offers FSA ID and FAFSA completion help each year.
Schedule a time to meet with your school counselor. Prior to completing the FAFSA you
will need to set up a student and one parent FSA IDs. Please visit FAFSA.gov for more
information.

RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIPS AND APPLY: Most colleges have a list of scholarships they
offer and how students can apply. XELLO also has a list of scholarships. Schedule a
time with your school counselor to review your scholarship list, materials needed, and
due dates. Remember, you have to complete applications on time to be considered.
REVIEW ALL COMMUNICATION FROM YOUR COLLEGE: Once admitted, colleges
will begin to communicate with you and will provide you a list of next steps to complete.
Most will expect you to connect with the college communication platform by setting up
an account. You will need to complete those steps, submit any requested documents,
and pay upfront fees. Make sure you are reading and responding to your college’s
correspondence. Most colleges will assign you a college advisor or counselor, they are
there to help you. Make sure you stay in contact with your college counselor. Pay special
attention to housing deadlines and fees if you plan to live on campus.

COMPARE FINANCIAL AID OFFERS: The colleges you applied to and shared your
FAFSA information with, will provide you financial aid offers. Compare those offers, the
cost of attendance, and decide which college you can afford to attend. You can contact
colleges to ask if more aid is available, to discuss any changes in your financial or
academic situation, and to ask for a review. Make sure you use the financial aid office
advisors. Tip: ask if scholarships and aid are stackable.

REPORT SCHOLARSHIPS: CBCSD collects data on all offered scholarships, even if you
don’t plan on accepting the offers. Please share your offered scholarships with your
school counselor.

MAKE YOUR DECISION: Choose the college you will be attending. Complete all steps
requested by the college, especially any related to financial aid and housing. Alert the
other colleges that accepted you that you won’t be attending. Schedule and attend
orientation.



