
Frederica Academy, like other independent schools, relies on 
donor support to bridge the gap between tuition revenue and the 
actual costs of operating the school. While tuition income currently 
accounts for approximately 80% of Frederica’s operating budget, 
donor programs such as the Annual Fund, Apogee, Derby Day, 
and Restricted Giving primarily cover the balance. Other revenue 
streams from the Booster Club, Parent Association, Summer 
Programs, the Knights Table (Cafeteria), and KiX also play a role.

The Annual Fund, Apogee, Derby Day, and Restricted Gifts are 
indeed the lifeblood of the school's non-tuition income, and each 
offers donors unique benefits. The Annual Fund offers families 
a tax-deductible benefit for at least part of their investment in 
their child’s education. Apogee provides a dollar-for-dollar state 
tax credit, creating the opportunity for tax dollars to remain in 
Glynn County as opposed to being disseminated throughout the 
state. Derby Day offers sponsorships, which allow supporters to 

advertise a business. The event itself, complete with raffle, silent 
auction, and live auction, creates opportunities for patrons to 
make exclusive purchases while supporting FA at the same time. 
Restricted Gifts, which are typically need and/or donor-driven, 
help fund new initiatives or expand popular programs of specific 
importance to the donor.

Frederica Academy also periodically conducts capital campaigns 
to make significant improvements to the campus. Prior to the 
Gateway Capital Campaign, it had been over seven years since 
the last major campaign. More details regarding the Gateway 
Capital Campaign can be found in its respective brochure, but the 
impetus for these projects was to both improve and strengthen 
the student experience and to enlarge campus facilities in order to 
accommodate a surge in student enrollment over the most recent 
years. 

2022 - 2023
$5,400,869

2021 - 2022
$8,461,546

2020 - 2021
$2,156,702

2019 - 2020
$1,574,760

2018 - 2019
$1,912,338

2017 - 2018
$1,537,809 

2016 - 2017
$1,363,239

2015 - 2016
$946,525

2014 - 2015
$828,133

2013 - 2014
$678,614

Annual Fund  $445,432

Apogee  $1,229,018

Derby Day  $256,150

Restricted Gifts  $68,913

Booster Club Memberships + 

Sponsorships + 

Restricted Gifts  $185,956

2021-2022 Gateway Campaign $3,216,400
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Please Scan for FA’s 
Board-Approved 

Gift Policy

To maximize the potential of each student and to prepare every student for 
college and adult life through the development of mind, body, and spirit.  
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K E Y  DAT E S L E V E L S  O R  C AT E G O R I E S P R O C E S S

•	 Gifts can be made at any time
•	 Gifts may be made in the form of a 1, 2, or 

3-year commitment
John Pope  -  johnpope@fredericaacademy.org

•	 Members receive free family admission to all 
regular season, home competitions.

•	 Membership levels start at $250. 
Sponsorships are also available and are listed 
on the 2023-2024 form. 

Complete membership form and return it to:
Frederica Academy Booster Club
200 Murray Way, St. Simons Island, GA 31522

Jenny Thompson, Booster Club President
paulandjenny@bellsouth.net

•	 Donors are encouraged to enroll in the 
Annual Fund prior to December 31, 2023.

•	 Donors who support at a leadership level 
($1,000) are invited to the Benefield Society 
Party, typically held in December. 

•	 All FA parents are encouraged to participate 
in the Annual Fund at some level. Every 
donor, no matter their giving level, is invited 
to the Annual Fund Oyster Roast, typically 
held in January.

•	 Gifts of all sizes are much appreciated. Gifts 
$1,000 or larger qualify as Benefield Society 
gifts.

Chairs: Marla and Butler Melnyk

Complete enrollment form and return it to:
Frederica Academy Advancement Office
200 Murray Way, St. Simons Island, GA  31522

Participants may also enroll online.

John Pope  -  johnpope@fredericaacademy.org

•	 Online enrollment available in June 2023 for 
the 2024 program.

•	 Apogee Appreciation Week is in November 
each year.

•	 Donors are encouraged to enroll early by 
December 2023.

•	 Payment due in March 2024.

•	 Individual filer ($2,500)
•	 Married individual filing separately ($2,500)
•	 Married couple filing jointly ($5,000)
•	 Member of an LLC ($25,000)
•	 Partner in a Partnership ($25,000)
•	 S-Corp (Up to 75% of Georgia tax liability)
•	 C-Corp or Trust (Up to 75% of Georgia tax 

liability)

Enroll for Apogee at
https://www.apogeebase.com/donate

Brad Hutcherson 
bradhutcherson@fredericaacademy.org

•	 Poinsettias and greenery are typically 
delivered at the end of November.

Parent Association President 
Kimbrough Haverstock 
parentassociation@fredericaacademy.org

•	 Sponsorships available in February 2024.
•	 Derby Day will take place on Saturday, May 

6, 2024.

•	 Underwriter - $10,000
•	 Triple Crown - $5,000
•	 Winner’s Circle - $2,500	
•	 Turf Club - $1,000
•	 Jockey Club - $500

Co-Chairs: 
Susan and Patrick Dunn / Lauren and Parker Lavin

Brad Hutcherson 
bradhutcherson@fredericaacademy.org

•	 Gifts can be given at any time. •	 Donor’s discretion

Transmit payment to Advancement Office and 
designate purpose of gift.

John Pope  -  johnpope@fredericaacademy.org

•	 May not be directed to a specific student. •	 Donor’s discretion John Pope  -  johnpope@fredericaacademy.org

•	 Gifts can be made at any time •	 Donor's discretion John Pope  -  johnpope@fredericaacademy.org

•	 Dictated by donor and should be done in 
consultation with legal and/or tax advisor.

•	 Donor should seek legal and/or tax advice 
regarding gift amount.

Donations to Frederica Academy via a trust, 
annuity, insurance policy, or a bequest.

John Pope  -  johnpope@fredericaacademy.org
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Gateway Capital 
Campaign

(January 2022 - 
August 2024)

Frederica Academy embarked on a $10 million capital campaign in 2022. This Gateway Capital Campaign has and will continue to 
improve and strengthen the FA student experience as well as help accommodate the school’s explosive growth in enrollment in 
recent years. Constructing and maintaining first rate facilities that serve an expanding student body creates: 1) more opportunities for 
friendships and more opportunities to learn from peers; 2) more teachers who add a wider variety of interests, expertise, and teaching 
styles to the classroom mix; and 3) more diversity of curricular programming both in terms of levels of courses and variety of courses. 
The campaign is comprised of more than thirty large and small projects, which are divided into three phases. All of the Phase 1 projects 
were completed for the 2022-2023 school year. The Phase 2 projects will be completed for the start of the 2023-2024 second semester 
in January 2024. The goal is to complete the fundraising for the entire campaign by the end of 2023 so that construction of the Phase 
3 projects can be completed for the beginning of the 2024-2025 school year.

Booster Club
(July-June)

The Booster Club supports Frederica Academy’s athletic programs and promotes positive parent and community involvement in 
support of all the school's athletic programs. Revenue generated from memberships and advertising supports all FA athletic programs.

Annual Fund
(September - June)

Nearly every independent school relies on annual giving to support its operating budget and bridge the fiscal realities that lie between 
tuition income and the actual cost of educating students. At Frederica Academy, tuition covers approximately 80% of the expenses of 
operating our school. The Annual Fund is a critical source of revenue for covering this gap. The Frederica Academy Annual Fund helps 
make tuition more affordable for more families while offering parents a tax-deductible benefit for at least part of their investment in 
their child’s education. Through gifts large and small, the Annual Fund supports our devoted faculty, our premier college counseling 
program, our athletics offerings, our arts opportunities and so many other positive differentiators that make Frederica Academy a vital 
part of the lives of our students, their parents, and our community.

Apogee Georgia 
School Choice 

Scholarship Fund
(June - December)

Since 2009, Frederica Academy has raised nearly $7 million through its partnership with the Apogee Georgia School Choice Scholarship 
Fund. The program allows Georgia taxpayers to receive a dollar-for-dollar income tax credit for contributions. In 2022, the Georgia 
General Assembly increased the maximum contribution amount for each tax filing status and also raised the state-wide cap to $120 
million.  For the 2024 campaign, enrollment opened in June 2023, and we race to make sure that everyone is signed up before the first 
of December.  Payments will be due in March 2024.  You do not have to be a Frederica family to participate, but you must have Georgia 
state income tax liability. Interested participants are encouraged to discuss the program with their CPAs and tax advisors.

Parent Association
(ongoing)

All FA parents are members of the Parent Association, and there are no dues. Each fall, the Parent Association sells poinsettias and 
holiday greenery as a fundraiser to support its operations and to help fund special projects for the school. Additionally, the Parent 
Association  coordinates affinity programs with Harris Teeter and Lands’ End.

22nd Annual
 Derby Day

(May 4, 2024)

An annual, much anticipated event in the Golden Isles, Derby Day is Frederica Academy’s signature fundraiser that includes a Live and 
Silent Auction as well as a Best Derby Day Hat contest!  Derby Day is a line item in the school’s annual budget, and proceeds support 
everything from enrichment programs to daily operating expenses.  If the budgeted amount is exceeded, this provides an opportunity 
for additional improvements and enhancements.  Each year, a percentage of proceeds is diverted to the endowment.

Restricted Giving /
In-Kind Support

(ongoing)

Donors, in consultation and coordination with the Advancement Office, may give donations that are earmarked for a specific program/
investment or may give a pre-approved in-kind donation to the school. Examples of possible programs to support are the arts, academic 
programs, athletic initiatives, and many others.

Friends of FA
(ongoing)

The Friends of FA Fund offers the opportunity for donors to provide support to students who qualify for maximum financial aid as well 
as to supplement other school expenses where needed, expanding Frederica’s ability to attract students who will clearly benefit from a 
Frederica Academy education but require substantial need-based assistance.

Friends of the Arts
(ongoing)

The FA Friends of the Arts affinity group is a platform for stakeholders to get involved and support our Fine Arts programs.

Planned Giving /
Legacy Gifts

(ongoing) 

Planned gifts are custom-designed gifts that offer tax advantages to donors while providing long-term financial support for the school. 
Frederica established the Frederica Forever Fund to allow donors the ability to invest in Frederica through gifts of bequests, qualified 
retirement plans, annuities, trusts, and insurance policies.



A N N UA L  F U N D

The Annual Fund is the primary source of unrestricted donor 
funds used to help ensure a balanced operating budget. 
Surplus Annual Fund revenue creates new opportunities 
to enhance student experiences, improve classroom and 
campus facilities, and make important programmatic, capital, 
and professional development investments.

Through gifts large and small, the Annual Fund supports our 
devoted faculty, our premier college counseling program, 
our athletics offerings, our arts opportunities, and so many 
other positive differentiators that make Frederica Academy a 
critical part of the lives of our students, their parents, and our 
community. Large gifts help meet and exceed our fundraising 
targets. Small gifts demonstrate broad stakeholder confidence 
in the school.

The FA Annual Fund also helps make tuition more affordable 
for more families while offering parents a tax-deductible 
benefit for at least part of their investment in their child’s 
education. By supporting the Annual Fund today, donors help 
underwrite success throughout all grades and divisions for 
both current and future students.

A P O G E E

Apogee is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization with a special SSO 
(Student Scholarship Organization) Georgia designation, which 
allows Apogee to provide its contributors with a dollar-for-dollar 
Georgia tax credit. Apogee is Frederica Academy’s tax credit 
SSO partner. Georgia taxpayers can direct their state tax dollars 
to Frederica Academy as opposed to the State Department of 
Revenue.

Individual filer

Max Contribution - $2,500

Married individual who files separately

Max Contribution - $2,500

Married couple filing jointly

Max Contribution - $5,000

Member of an LLC

Max Contribution - $25,000

Partner in a Partnership

Max Contribution - $25,000

S-Corp 

Up to 75% of Georgia tax liability 

C-Corp or Trust 

Up to 75% of Georgia tax liability

Insurance Companies that Pay Taxes on Premiums	

75% of premium tax paid in GA (Premium tax is 2.25% of gross 

direct premiums collected in that tax year)

Enroll Online 
(June-December 2023)

Receive Dollar-for-Dollar Georgia 
Tax Credit (When Filing 2024 Taxes)

Make Payment 
(By March 2024)

Receive State Department of 
Revenue Approval (January 2024)
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