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The value of
connections

It’s universally known that we learn and store
information better when we can connect to it from
the start. Providing that hook to anchor students into
the curriculum allows them to start learning with a
proverbial leg up, a gateway into new and possibly
challenging information.

Incorporating cultural connections into the learning
environment isn’t a new concept, but it hasn’t been
equally dispersed across all populations historically.
Looking back, it’s easy to find cultural connections

for some, but not for others. It’s also hard to stay
current as culture changes. Today, more than ever, it’s
necessary that students of color, those with English as
their second language, those from other countries, and
those who identify within the LGBTQ community can
see themselves in what they’re learning.

To ensure these connections exist, teachers need to
practice culturally relevant teaching, while also being
a culturally responsive teacher. This translates to a
deeper understanding of the variety of ways culture
manifests itself within every aspect of a student’s
learning experience. It also means a push toward
using differentiated instruction in order to tailor
learning to all aspects of a student’s culture.

The collective and the individual

Allowing a broader reach within the connections
students can make to what they’re learning offers both
an individual and collective experience for students.
Individually, they’re seeing themselves reflected back.
That creates comfort, which builds trust and can lead
to a stronger sense of confidence for the individual.
From there, myriad academic effects can occur, of
which all are good.

The experience is also one for the entire class since

it involves a more cultural worldview within the

space. Students may learn about individuals, but the
collective act creates a deeper understanding of the
diversity within the world around them. They learn how
to respect and value that diversity.







Putting the
methodology
Into action

It’s okay to start small by
recognizing that your classroom
needs to be more culturally
relevant. Trial and error is always
okay while deciding what works
best for you and your students, but
it’s important to apply culturally
responsive instruction as a way to
enhance your vision as you teach.
It’s possible to achieve this with a
few basic activities.

Identify students’ assets
Take time to reflect on each
student’s strengths and those that
are shared among groups. Get

to know your students and learn
about their lives outside of school.
This can help build relationships
but also give you clues on how

to adapt your teaching. Engage

in conversations with students,
but don’t be afraid to take a more
formal route and use surveys or
questionnaires.

You can also take a little time

to study up on the highlights

of other cultures represented

in your classroom. Learn

about key historical figures,
accomplishments, and other
elements that would easily fit into
your existing curriculum. This

is also a great way to engage
students, so ask them to share
information about their own lives
and cultures as well.

Create a classroom
environment full of support
When you demonstrate trust and
respect in your relationships with
students, it won’t go unnoticed.
Creating a welcoming classroom
will inspire students to act in the
same way toward each other,
allowing them to genuinely

learn from each other when the
opportunity presents itself.
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Allow students to share what’s
happening in their own lives,

and make sure you respond with
messages of affirmation and
encouragement. Give students

a chance to reflect on what their
peers share in a positive way as
well. This may mean getting into
subjects that go against the status
quo, and that’s fine. Students
should feel encouraged to talk
about tough subjects, even if
they’re not normally discussed in a
teacher-student environment.

Keep a close eye on
curriculum

Constant watch on what you’re
teaching is one of the easiest
ways to infuse more cultural
representation into your class. As
you get to know your students
better, you can customize portions
of the curriculum to be more
inclusive and representative. You
can then raise expectations for
students and support increased
rigor, all because students are able
to effectively make connections.

Continue to learn

The opportunity to become more
culturally aware is just as much
for you as it is for your students.
Continuing to learn helps you
broaden your own knowledge,
deepen your understanding of
implicit bias and its effect on our
educational infrastructure, and
learn how to fight back.
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