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District Benchmark Assessments 
Name of 

assessment
What is measures? Who takes 

it?
How often?

Fountas & Pinnell Universal reading screener that measures oral 
reading and reading comprehension. 

● Provides instructional and independent 
reading levels for students and measures 
them against instructional level 
expectation for each grade. 

Grades K-5 3 times per year

Star Early Literacy Computer-based, adaptive assessment measuring 
proficiency in:

● Word knowledge and skills
● Comprehension strategies and 

constructing meaning
● Numbers and operations 

Kindergarten 3 times per year

Star Math & Reading Computer-based, adaptive assessment measuring 
students’ math and reading skills. 

● Student scores are measured against 
grade-specific performance targets. 

Grades 1-8 3 times per year



Sample Questions:  Fountas & Pinnell

Oral Reading- Level J
Comprehension 

Conversation- Level J



Sample Questions:  Star Grades K-2

Star Reading - Grade 1 Star Math - Grade 2



Sample Questions:  Star Grades 3-5

Star Reading - Grade 5 Star Math - Grade 5



Sample Questions:  Star Grades 6-8

Star Reading - Grade 8
Star Math - Grade 6
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What does the current research show?

Source: Goldstein, D. (2022, March 8). ‘It’s alarming: Children are severely behind in reading.” The New York Times. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/08/us/pandemic-schools-reading-crisis.html 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/08/us/pandemic-schools-reading-crisis.html


How are we working to close the gap in reading?

● K-5 intervention blocks 

● Monthly professional development from Columbia 
University’s Teachers College 

● Ongoing training for teaching assistants

● Literacy coach positions in K-2 buildings

● Supplementary literacy programs for reading/AIS 
○ Ready to Rise, Just Words, Freckle, IXL

 
● Continuation of K-8 Summer Academic Program



How are we working to close the gap in math? 

● Realignment of math curriculum 
○ New assessments

● Academic Intervention Services (AIS) 
○ Freckle and ST Math

● Math IXL and First in Math 

● K-8 Summer Academic Program
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