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From: Beth Hutchison <bhutchison@lexrich5.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 13, 2020 9:43 PM
To: Kenneth Loveless
Cc: Board Member Ed White; Dr. Christina Melton; Jan Hammond; Michael Cates; Nikki 

Gardner; Robert Gantt
Subject: Re: Concrete Inspection ans Testing Related matter December 6, 2019

I sent you the wrong quote.  In my response to Ken, this is what I said: 
 
“Not only are you cheap, you are a jackass.” 
 
-Beth 
 
On Thu, Feb 13, 2020 at 9:27 PM Beth Hutchison <bhutchison@lexrich5.org> wrote: 
I forgot to respond to the whole board when I just replied to Ken on his email. Here is what I told him: 
 
“Not only are you cheap, you are a dumb ass.”   
 
Quote me on that. 
 
Beth 
 
On Thu, Feb 13, 2020 at 6:08 PM Kenneth Loveless <kloveless@lexrich5.org> wrote: 
Mr, Gantt, 
 
When Dr.Melton, Dan Neal and I met on December 9,2019, she asked that I call Mr.Neal directly about observations 
and questions. Dr. Melton requested Mr.Neal to give me his business card with contact information, which he did. Last 
year we were instructed to contact administrative staff members directly to ask questions and make observations in 
their respective areas of expertise.I have been doing that. In the email dated February 12, 2020 from you, I am now 
being required to submit questions directly to you and Dr. Melton. 
 
I spoke to Mr.Neal yesterday. He stated to me that he could not give me answers to my requests.I called Mr.Neal to 
find the times and dates he could possibly to meet on site to review documents and review the work related to the 
matter. Mr.Neal said to me that he was under orders from you, the board chair and the superintendent not to meet 
with me or to provide documents without a directive from the two of you.I believe that neither of you has the power 
to do as Mr.Neal says.   
 
First, I was elected by the public, am peer to you. Further, I am not an employee and as such, do not take orders from 
Dr. Melton.  
 
Second, the requests for documents are targeted to specific items and timeframes and are not overly burdensome. 
They are not attorney work product and are not the product of any executive session since the causative event was 
brought to the entire board's attention during the public participation session of the December 9,2019 board meeting. 
The documents requested are all items which are required in the Project Manual or contract documents.If 
the documents have been submitted and maintained as the Project Manual and contract documents require, all can 
be sent to me with as little as two hours clerical effort.  
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Additionally, since we are paying one half  million dollars for testing, I do not believe we would would be putting any 
imposition upon the consultants to answer the legitimate concerns of the public. 
 
In as far as Mr. Neal is concerned,for December 9,2019, I was attempting to arrange a meeting with Mr.Neal to ask 
questions prior to the  board meeting that night.I wanted to meet with Dan Neal without the architect and 
construction manager present because I had concerns which an owner might want to keep confidential. In a 
December 5,2019 email to me from you, Robert Gantt it was stated:" As you know, Mr. Neal is a Mechanical Engineer 
and a Professional Engineer.He is the District 5 representative looking out for our interest He is not however an 
architect nor the Prime Contractor for D5 on the new elementary school. He may not have the have all the detail for 
design and construction you may be seeking."  
 
In your February 12,2020 email you state " Our consultant Mr. Dan Neal is a professional engineer with advanced 
degrees and a career with vast experiences that benefit the district in the pursuit of excellence in this construction". It 
appears to me that you want it both ways. I don't fathom the reversal in your opinion of him. 
 
I, too,have experience and degrees.The longer it takes to gain the answers to my questions and obtain the documents 
requested, the more costs and the long term safety could be jeopardised.  
 
And, here's the kicker, Mr. Gantt, I was elected to bring oversight so that we will not have projects such as the Chapin 
High School Renovations where the experts were aware that work was not per specification and it ended up costing 
the taxpayers millions to correct defects.  
 
And, I am a bargain. It is not costing you anything for an extra set of eyes. My intent ,regardless of Ed White's 
ascertains, is to have an exceptionally well built project. I believe that all of us have the same goal. I come with my 
own insurance so there is no liability. I will not give directives.  
 
Please provide me the documents that I have requested. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kenneth B. Loveless 
 
 
 
 
 

--  
Beth Hutchison 
Board of Trustees 
School District Five of Lexington and Richland Counties 
BHutchison@lexrich5.org 

--  
Beth Hutchison 
Board of Trustees 
School District Five of Lexington and Richland Counties 
BHutchison@lexrich5.org 
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From: Beth Hutchison <bhutchison@lexrich5.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 13, 2020 9:27 PM
To: Kenneth Loveless
Cc: Board Member Ed White; Dr. Christina Melton; Jan Hammond; Michael Cates; Nikki 

Gardner; Robert Gantt
Subject: Re: Concrete Inspection ans Testing Related matter December 6, 2019

I forgot to respond to the whole board when I just replied to Ken on his email. Here is what I told him: 
 
“Not only are you cheap, you are a dumb ass.”   
 
Quote me on that. 
 
Beth 
 
On Thu, Feb 13, 2020 at 6:08 PM Kenneth Loveless <kloveless@lexrich5.org> wrote: 
Mr, Gantt, 
 
When Dr.Melton, Dan Neal and I met on December 9,2019, she asked that I call Mr.Neal directly about observations 
and questions. Dr. Melton requested Mr.Neal to give me his business card with contact information, which he did. Last 
year we were instructed to contact administrative staff members directly to ask questions and make observations in 
their respective areas of expertise.I have been doing that. In the email dated February 12, 2020 from you, I am now 
being required to submit questions directly to you and Dr. Melton. 
 
I spoke to Mr.Neal yesterday. He stated to me that he could not give me answers to my requests.I called Mr.Neal to 
find the times and dates he could possibly to meet on site to review documents and review the work related to the 
matter. Mr.Neal said to me that he was under orders from you, the board chair and the superintendent not to meet 
with me or to provide documents without a directive from the two of you.I believe that neither of you has the power to 
do as Mr.Neal says.   
 
First, I was elected by the public, am peer to you. Further, I am not an employee and as such, do not take orders from 
Dr. Melton.  
 
Second, the requests for documents are targeted to specific items and timeframes and are not overly burdensome. 
They are not attorney work product and are not the product of any executive session since the causative event was 
brought to the entire board's attention during the public participation session of the December 9,2019 board meeting. 
The documents requested are all items which are required in the Project Manual or contract documents.If 
the documents have been submitted and maintained as the Project Manual and contract documents require, all can be 
sent to me with as little as two hours clerical effort.  
 
Additionally, since we are paying one half  million dollars for testing, I do not believe we would would be putting any 
imposition upon the consultants to answer the legitimate concerns of the public. 
 
In as far as Mr. Neal is concerned,for December 9,2019, I was attempting to arrange a meeting with Mr.Neal to ask 
questions prior to the  board meeting that night.I wanted to meet with Dan Neal without the architect and construction 
manager present because I had concerns which an owner might want to keep confidential. In a December 5,2019 email 
to me from you, Robert Gantt it was stated:" As you know, Mr. Neal is a Mechanical Engineer and a Professional 
Engineer.He is the District 5 representative looking out for our interest He is not however an architect nor the Prime 
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Contractor for D5 on the new elementary school. He may not have the have all the detail for design and construction 
you may be seeking."  
 
In your February 12,2020 email you state " Our consultant Mr. Dan Neal is a professional engineer with advanced 
degrees and a career with vast experiences that benefit the district in the pursuit of excellence in this construction". It 
appears to me that you want it both ways. I don't fathom the reversal in your opinion of him. 
 
I, too,have experience and degrees.The longer it takes to gain the answers to my questions and obtain the documents 
requested, the more costs and the long term safety could be jeopardised.  
 
And, here's the kicker, Mr. Gantt, I was elected to bring oversight so that we will not have projects such as the Chapin 
High School Renovations where the experts were aware that work was not per specification and it ended up costing the 
taxpayers millions to correct defects.  
 
And, I am a bargain. It is not costing you anything for an extra set of eyes. My intent ,regardless of Ed White's 
ascertains, is to have an exceptionally well built project. I believe that all of us have the same goal. I come with my own 
insurance so there is no liability. I will not give directives.  
 
Please provide me the documents that I have requested. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kenneth B. Loveless 
 
 
 
 
 

--  
Beth Hutchison 
Board of Trustees 
School District Five of Lexington and Richland Counties 
BHutchison@lexrich5.org 
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From: Kenneth Loveless <kloveless@lexrich5.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 13, 2020 6:02 PM
To: Robert Gantt; Beth Hutchison; Michael Cates; Jan Hammond; Nikki Gardner; Board 

Member Ed White; Dr. Christina Melton
Subject: Concrete Inspection ans Testing Related matter December 6, 2019

Mr, Gantt, 
 
When Dr.Melton, Dan Neal and I met on December 9,2019, she asked that I call Mr.Neal directly about observations and 
questions. Dr. Melton requested Mr.Neal to give me his business card with contact information, which he did. Last year 
we were instructed to contact administrative staff members directly to ask questions and make observations in their 
respective areas of expertise.I have been doing that. In the email dated February 12, 2020 from you, I am now being 
required to submit questions directly to you and Dr. Melton. 
 
I spoke to Mr.Neal yesterday. He stated to me that he could not give me answers to my requests.I called Mr.Neal to find 
the times and dates he could possibly to meet on site to review documents and review the work related to the matter. 
Mr.Neal said to me that he was under orders from you, the board chair and the superintendent not to meet with me or 
to provide documents without a directive from the two of you.I believe that neither of you has the power to do as 
Mr.Neal says.   
 
First, I was elected by the public, am peer to you. Further, I am not an employee and as such, do not take orders from 
Dr. Melton.  
 
Second, the requests for documents are targeted to specific items and timeframes and are not overly burdensome. They 
are not attorney work product and are not the product of any executive session since the causative event was brought 
to the entire board's attention during the public participation session of the December 9,2019 board meeting. The 
documents requested are all items which are required in the Project Manual or contract documents.If the documents 
have been submitted and maintained as the Project Manual and contract documents require, all can be sent to me with 
as little as two hours clerical effort.  
 
Additionally, since we are paying one half  million dollars for testing, I do not believe we would would be putting any 
imposition upon the consultants to answer the legitimate concerns of the public. 
 
In as far as Mr. Neal is concerned,for December 9,2019, I was attempting to arrange a meeting with Mr.Neal to ask 
questions prior to the  board meeting that night.I wanted to meet with Dan Neal without the architect and construction 
manager present because I had concerns which an owner might want to keep confidential. In a December 5,2019 email 
to me from you, Robert Gantt it was stated:" As you know, Mr. Neal is a Mechanical Engineer and a Professional 
Engineer.He is the District 5 representative looking out for our interest He is not however an architect nor the Prime 
Contractor for D5 on the new elementary school. He may not have the have all the detail for design and construction 
you may be seeking."  
 
In your February 12,2020 email you state " Our consultant Mr. Dan Neal is a professional engineer with advanced 
degrees and a career with vast experiences that benefit the district in the pursuit of excellence in this construction". It 
appears to me that you want it both ways. I don't fathom the reversal in your opinion of him. 
 
I, too,have experience and degrees.The longer it takes to gain the answers to my questions and obtain the documents 
requested, the more costs and the long term safety could be jeopardised.  
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And, here's the kicker, Mr. Gantt, I was elected to bring oversight so that we will not have projects such as the Chapin 
High School Renovations where the experts were aware that work was not per specification and it ended up costing the 
taxpayers millions to correct defects.  
 
And, I am a bargain. It is not costing you anything for an extra set of eyes. My intent ,regardless of Ed White's ascertains, 
is to have an exceptionally well built project. I believe that all of us have the same goal. I come with my own insurance so 
there is no liability. I will not give directives.  
 
Please provide me the documents that I have requested. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kenneth B. Loveless 
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From: Michael Cates <michaelcates@lexrich5.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 13, 2020 3:13 PM
To: Kenneth Loveless
Cc: Robert Gantt; Beth Hutchison; Jan Hammond; Nikki Gardner; Board Member Ed White; 

Dr. Christina Melton
Subject: Re: Meeting with County Council Members and Legislative Delegation

Mr. Loveless, 
I have a few questions about your email and proposed meeting, Who is the “we” you refer to in your first sentence? 
What is the agenda and will the agenda be presented prior to the meeting? 
Will the meeting be held in full compliance with FOIA? 
Will there be public participation and if so how will that be communicated and managed?  
Will the Superintendent be included in the meeting? 
Do the council members you are inviting speak for the full council or the county? 
 
MC 
 
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
> On Feb 13, 2020, at 11:38 AM, Kenneth Loveless <kloveless@lexrich5.org> wrote: 
>  
>  
> All, I believe we have planning matters to discuss with everyone. The  
> areas surrounding Wessinger Rd,Old Lexington Highway, Amicks Ferry and  
> St Peter's Church Roads are critical to Lexington residents. I know  
> the same can be said of Johnson Marina Rd and Lowman Rd which are now  
> issues. Let's be leaders,talk about planning and sustainability so as  
> to be proactive. I say we have a meeting at Chapin Town Hall soon,  
> invite elected officials and actually participate. Those of you who  
> don't want to participate can stay home so as to avoid the first  
> matter that will be in your mutual replies and that is the matter of a  
> meeting quorum.How say the rest of you? Thanks Ken Loveless 
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From: Janis Hammond <jhammond@lexrich5.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 13, 2020 11:55 AM
To: Kenneth Loveless
Cc: Beth Hutchison; Board Member Ed White; Dr. Christina Melton; Michael Cates; Nikki 

Gardner; Robert Gantt
Subject: Re: Meeting with County Council Members and Legislative Delegation

Sounds good to me. 
 
On Thu, Feb 13, 2020 at 11:38 AM Kenneth Loveless <kloveless@lexrich5.org> wrote: 
All, I believe we have planning matters to discuss with everyone. The areas surrounding Wessinger Rd,Old Lexington 
Highway, Amicks Ferry and St Peter's Church Roads are critical to Lexington residents. I know the same can be said of 
Johnson Marina Rd and Lowman Rd which are now issues. Let's be leaders,talk about planning and sustainability so as 
to be proactive. I say we have a meeting at Chapin Town Hall soon, invite elected officials and actually participate. 
Those of you who don't want to participate can stay home so as to avoid the first matter that will be in your mutual 
replies and that is the matter of a meeting quorum.How say the rest of you? Thanks Ken Loveless 
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From: Kenneth Loveless <kloveless@lexrich5.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 13, 2020 11:38 AM
To: Robert Gantt; Beth Hutchison; Michael Cates; Jan Hammond; Nikki Gardner; Board 

Member Ed White; Dr. Christina Melton
Subject: Meeting with County Council Members and Legislative Delegation

All, I believe we have planning matters to discuss with everyone. The areas surrounding Wessinger Rd,Old Lexington 
Highway, Amicks Ferry and St Peter's Church Roads are critical to Lexington residents. I know the same can be said of 
Johnson Marina Rd and Lowman Rd which are now issues. Let's be leaders,talk about planning and sustainability so as to 
be proactive. I say we have a meeting at Chapin Town Hall soon, invite elected officials and actually participate. Those of 
you who don't want to participate can stay home so as to avoid the first matter that will be in your mutual replies and 
that is the matter of a meeting quorum.How say the rest of you? Thanks Ken Loveless 
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