Virginia Ocasek

Mrs. Virginia Mae Hejduk Ocasek taught in the Revere School system for 33 years.

tralized School where she served as a Latin and English teacher along with serving
as the librarian. After the consolidation of Bath and Richfield, she continued to
teach English and Latin as well as running the school newspaper, The Lantern and
serving as a class advisor. She retired in 1974. She was involved in a car accident
and later passed away April 8, 1983 and is buried in Northfield-Macedonia Ceme-
tery along with her husband, state senator Oliver Ocasek. Mrs. Ocasek was later
recognized with the Distinguished Educator Award given by the Revere Alumni

Association. The Summit County Fairground have a building named after her:
The Virginia Ocasek Building serves as the Administration Building, housing the
fair office, a kitchen, and a beautifully remodeled reception hall that is used for
meetings, wedding receptions, and many other special events.
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Former teacher

dies tragically

Former Revere teacher Virginia Mae
Ocasek passed away Friday, April 8 from
injuries caused by an automobile accident
she suffered in Hollywood, Florida.

Mrs. Ocasek, wife of Senator Oliver
Ocasek (D-Northfield), was an English,
Latin and Journalism teacher for Revere.
She also taught for a time at Richfield
School where she met her husband.
After teaching for 33 years, Mrs. Ocasek
retired in 1974.

“’She was a great teacher and was dedi-
cated to education. She was a real lady,”’
states Librarian Mrs. Shepard. “She real-
ly knew what she taught.” Mr. Dave
Dickson, one of Revere’s history teachers
and former student of Mrs. Ocasek stated,
“People complied because she was so
nice. It was like on inner control.”

While at Revere, Mrs. Ocasek was in-
volved in such activities as the memorable
Roman Banquets stemming from Latin
classes and the school paper which won
national awards.

The Ocasek family has suggested that a
memorial scholarship fund be set up in
Mrs. Ocaseks name for Revere High
School. Mrs. Ocasek will be greatly
missed but her contrbutions to education
will never be forgotten.



http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Ocasek&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSst=37&GScntry=4&GSob=n&GRid=82891073&df=all&
http://www.revereschools.org/cms/lib02/OH01001097/Centricity/Domain/202/RAA%20Distinguished%20Educator%20Award%20Honorees%20As%20of%208-2013.pdf
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Akron Beacon Journal-April 9, 1983

Friends mourn Virginia Ocasek
as ‘fine, fine lady’ and teacher

By Barbranda Lumpkins,
and William Hershey
Beacon Journal staff writers

Virginia M. Ocasek was re-
membered Friday by colleagues
and friends as a “‘fine, fine lady."

Mrs. Ocasek, wife of state Sen.
Oliver Ocasek, D-Northfield, died
shortly after noon Friday at Uni-
versity Hospital in Columbus. She
was 63.

She had been in a coma since
Jan. 23, following a car-van colli-
sion in Hollywood, Fla. Ocasek,
his sisier and Mrs. Ocasek's cous-
in were injured.

Mrs. Ocasek, a retired school
teacher, had been treated at Me-
morial Hospital in Hollywood un-

til Feb. 26, when she was flown to
Columbus aboard Gov. Richard
F. Celeste’s state airplane.

Celeste and others who worked
with Ocasek in Columbus ex-
pressed sorrow at her death.

“Dagmar and I are deeply sad-
dened by the death of Virginia
Ocasek," the governor said. ‘‘Her
enthusiasm and pride in her
teaching profession were only
matched by her enthusiasm and
pride in her husband’'s public
service."”

Senate President Harry Mesh-
el, D-Youngstown, called Mrs.
Ocasek a ‘“‘sensitive and charm-
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Virginia Mae Ocasek

SAGAMORE HILLS — Virginia
Mae Ocasek, 63, of Sagamore Hills,
died Friday at University Hospital in
Columbus.

Mrs. Ocasek was born in Cleveland
and had lived in Sagamore Hills for the
past 30 years.

She is survived by her husband,
State Senator Oliver Ocasek, D-27, of
Sagamore Hills; four sister-in-laws, 28
nieces and nephews; eight cousins; and
one aunt.

it is suggested by the family that
memorials be made in her name to the
Scholarship Funds of Nordonia and
Revere High Schools or Cuyahoga
Valley Vocational School. Services
Tuesday, April 12, 1983 at 1 p.m. at
the Presbyterian Church, Rt. 82 and S.
Boyden Rd., Northfield, Ohio. Friends
will be received 2 to 9 p.m. TODAY at
the Johnson-Romito Funeral Home, Rt.
82, west of Olde Ri. 8, Northfield
Center, Ohio.

Friends lament loss
of Virginia Ocasek

Continued from page Al

ing lady who in her own way was
a great asset to Oliver’s career.”

House Speaker Vernal Riffe, D-
New Boston, who first was elect-
ed to the Legislature in 1959 with
Ocasek, called Mrs. Ocasek a
“fine, fine lady."

“I feel sorry for Oliver,” Riffe
sald, “There's no one who can
take her place with Oliver. There
was no one like her.”

State Highway Safety Director
Kenneth Cox, the former state
senator from Barberton and Oca-
sek's close friend, said ‘“‘the
whole thing was a tragedy.”

“She was just a rare person,
one we all thought of as our fa-
vorite school teacher. 1 don't
know anyone who didn’t like Vir-
ginia Ocasek. She was always
warm, cheery and well-liked."

Mrs. Ocasek was born in Cleve-
land, but grew up in North Royal-
ton, where she graduated as vale-
dictorian of her high school class
in 1937,

In 1941, she graduated with
honors from Baldwin-Wallace
College in Berea with a bachelor
of arts degree. She attended
graduate school at Western Re-
serve University.

Mrs. Ocasek began her teach-
Ing career in 1941 at the former
Clinton High School, where she
taught Latin and English. She lat-
er taught at Richfield and Revere
high schools.

ONE OF her accomplishments

Superfund
impeded,
2 aides say

Centinued from page Al

D-N. Y., praised Hedeman and
Lucero, saying theirs was “‘the
first candid response we've had
from your agency in two years.'

Referring to former EPA ad-
ministrator Ann Burford, Ms. La-
velle and others forced out of the
top levels of the agency, Moyni-
han remarked:

“The administrators, all of
whom are now in hiding, intended
that there be no success (of Su-

perfund).”
d and Lucero

several of Lavelle’'s policies that
convinced them that the Super-
fund program was being imped-

ed.

One of the roadblocks to Super-
fund cleanups has been the fail-
ure of most states to come up
with 10 percent of the costs.

Hedeman said he tried to find
ways around the problem but was
“told to get something else to
do.”” He said he was instructed
“not to take an aggressive role'”
in helping the states.

HE SAID Ms. Lavelle ordered
him to review all Superfund toxic
waste sites within one year to
verify her bellef that many of
them were not really problems.
That was “too fast,” Hedeman
said, but she made it ‘‘very
clear’’ that such a review would
show that Superfund need not be
extended beyond 1985,

Lucero blamed Ms. Lavelle for
continually increasing the level of
proof of contamination that was
needed to bypass the state contri-
bution and order emergency

cleanups.

Mitchell concluded that the dis-
closures at EPA show that feder-
al programs fail when they are
run by people who don't believe
in them.

»

at the old Richfield High School
was t0 meet and win the love of
another teacher, Oliver Ocasek.

They were married in 1955. Af-
ter a honeymoon in New York
state, the Ocaseks moved to Sag-
amore Hills Township, where
they have lived since. They had
no children,

Mrs. Ocasek retived from Re-
vere High School in 1974 after
having been a Latin and English
teacher 33 years.

She said she retired to spend
more time with her politician-
husband,

More than 150 people paid trib-
ute to Mrs, Ocasek at her retire-
ment party at the University of
Akron’s Gardner Student Center.

“1 never thought of going to
school as going to work," she told
her well-wishers. “It was being
with friends."

BESIDES being the wife of an
influential state senator, Mrs.
Ocasek was a public figure in her
own fright,

In November 1975, she ran for
a seat on the Nordonia Hills
school board and was the top vote
getter among three persons seek-
ing two seats. She also was the
top vote getter when she was re-
elected in 1979.

Guy M. Sconzo, Nordonia Hills
superintendent, said Mrs. Oca-
sek's absence since the traffic ac-
cident had created a vold on his
school board.

“‘She was one sincere, dedicat-
ed individual — probably unlike
any school board member I'll
ever work for,” he said.

MRS, OCASEK, who was elect-
ed school board president this
year, would have completed her
second four-year term in Decem-
ber.

Mrs. Ocasek was Nordonia's
representative to the Cuyahoga
Valley Joint Vocational School,

She was elected by other area
school board members as a mem-
ber of the executive committee of
the Northeast Reglon of the Ohio
School Boards Assoclation.

Harold Rivers, ,a Nordonia

Hills school board member, said
he had gotten to know Mrs. Oca-
sek well over the past three
years.
“You couldn't ask for a nicer
person,” he said. “‘Her whole life
was education. She was a part of
the family in the schools."

Board member Nancy Fike
sald she and her husband, Paul,
have known the Ocaseks for
years. Ocasek was Tallmadge
High's principal when Fike was a
student there,

“She was a fine lady,” Mrs.
Fike said. *'She’ll be badly
missed on the board because she
dedicated her life to kids.”

MRS. OCASEK also was presi-
dent of the Revere and Summit
County education associations,
worked in the National and
Northeast Ohio teacher assocla-
tions and served on the State
'll‘ge_-;l;*len Retirement Board since

She taught in her church school
for 27 years at the North Royal-
ton Christian Church, where she
was a member.

In 1971, the Ohio Education As-
sociation gave Mrs. Ocasek its
“Doer’s Award."

Friends may call Sunday and
Monday from 2 to 9 p.m. at John-
son Romito funeral home in
Northfield.

Funeral services will be 1 p.m.
Tuesday at Northfield Presbyteri-
an Church, with the Rev. Richard
Seawright officiating. Burial will
be in Northfield-Macedonia ceme-
tery.




