Senior Rock

Senior Rock
The original rock was excavated from the original Revere High School foundation, it was too

big to haul away so they placed it on the corner of Revere and Everett Roads. It received its
first paint job shortly after the school opened. In 1968, however, students did not stop at paint-
ing the rock and began to paint the school as well. In response, the school board ordered the
rock removed so a hole was dug and the rock was buried. But mysteriously a new rock reap-
peared. Several seniors from the class of ‘68 got a truck with a crane and transported a rock
from Canton to Revere. Administration threatened to haul the new rock away but a petition by
the students saved the rock. Today the painting of the rock continues!
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Mystery of the rock finally uncovered

September 27, 1968
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Pride for one’s school
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is an important part of the high
school experience. Each school |
varies in how students

became a more common way to
express school spirit in 1954. As

Superintendent] had it buried.”
Not all hope was lost

express this spirit.
Whether painting their
faces in school colots for
a spotrting event, going
as a class on a field trip,
or participating in a
student-run activity such
as the newspaper ot
announcements, many
ways exist for students to
let their pride shine.
Though most of these
activities have been
around for many years,
the oldest tradition in
which a Revere student

“Painting the Rock was a great way

to show the school pride [students] had
without vandalizing or defacing other
schools. | also liked getting to paint the
Rock in the middle of the night. It was
like breaking the rules, except you
couldn’t get in trouble for it.”

—-RHONDA LLARSON
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ng history of student pride
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during his years at Revere High
School as a student. His
painting of the second rock
took place in August of 1994,
when he painted the new rock
to welcome his daughter to
RHS. He even put forth an
effort to raise the old rock.

“In 2003, T started a
drive to ‘Raise the Rock’ for
Revere’s 50" anniversary. I had
Jim Ruhlin—now president
of Ruhlin Construction—all
lined up to volunteer to do the
work. Unfortunately, the
administration had deaf ears
for my cause,” Goddard said.

Not all students have
had the opportunity to paint
both the new and old rock.
Kimberly Holleran, however,
did get the chance to paint the
new rock before moving to
Louisiana for the last years of
her high school career.

“I'was glad I was able

to leave a
little
matk on
Revere
j-u st
before 1
left, it
made
leaving a
by e it
easietr.
[Painting
th e
Rock]
was the
last time
1 saw
quite a
few of

m y
good

friends from school, so it’s a
memory I truly treasure,”
Holleran said.

Rob
MacKay recalled painting the

Alumnus

Rock duting his senior year. He
felt like a part of Revere
history after laying down his
contribution—his coat of
paint.

“I really felt like I was
in the home stretch of my
high school career after
painting that rock. Painting
the Rock is almost like a right
of passage as a student
preparing to graduate from
Revere,” MacKay said.

Alumna Rhonda
Larson thinks of painting the
Rock as a constructive way to
bolster school spirit.

“Painting the Rock
was a great way to show the

school pride [students] had
without
defacing other schools. I also

vandalizing or

liked getting to paint the Rock
in the middle of the night. It
was like breaking the rules,
except you couldn’t get in
trouble for it,” Larson said.

Even social studies
teacher and coach Phil Heyn has
fond memories of the Rock.
Eatlier in the year, he began
researching for the football
team to compile a history of
past accomplishments, and he
became intrigued by the
history of the Rock as his
research continued.

“Being a graduate and
having painted it, I was
interested in the Rock’s history”
Heyn said.

Ever the
placement of the newest rock,

since

the painting of the Rock has
been accepted as tradition, and
not considered vandalism as it

was SO many

years ago.
Heyn said he
does not
mind if
students
paint  the

Rock, as long
as painting
starts and end
with the
R o ck
Throughout
the history of
Revere High
Schoeol,
students have
used the Rock
as a creative
outlet to
express pride
for their
school. With
each coat of paint lies another
nostalgic story of students
lugging buckets, brushes and
spray cans to that same spot
to show that they were there.
Each student who painted it
leaves their high school career
behind with a triumphant tale
of how they left their mark in
Revere history and the Rock.
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