Revere Bond Issue—Issue 45—November 9, 2016

After an extensive community engagement process that spanned more
than a year, the Revere School District made the decision to invest in our
deteriorating school buildings. This bond issue will raise $68.2 million
over a 30-year period to build a new high school and new Bath Elemen-
tary School while making renovations to Hillcrest Elementary and Re-
vere Middle School. Projections show it will only cost less than $8 per
month per $100,000 home (appraised value on your Summit County Fis-
cal Office property card). The annual cost for Issue 45, which is a 4.1-
mill, 30-year proposal, would be $143.50 annually per $100,000 home.
Because an existing 1.59-mill bond issue will end in December, taxpayers
will see a “net,” or new, increase of $87.85 annually, if the issue is ap-

proved.

On November 9, 2016—the bond passed overwhelmingly (7,042 in

favor and 4,671 against).
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Voters in the Tallmadge and
Revere school districts Tuesday
approved large bond issues for

e renovation and construc-
tion of school facilities.

Among the five other Sum-
mit County school districts with
issues onfthe ballot, only Nor-
ton’s 1.9-mill continuing operat-
ing levy failed.

Matthew Montgomery, su-
perintendent of Revere Local
Schools, said students “are the
ones who will benefit a great

long time.”

Voters in the district over-
whelmingly approved a 4.1-mill,
30-year Eroposal to generate
$68.2 million for renovations at
Hillcrest Elementary and Re-
vere Middle schools and con-
struction of a new Bath Elemen-
tary School and a new Revere
Hi

“We'll take a moment or two
to celebrate,” Montgomery said,
“but quickly get to work on the
planning phase for our build-

$100,000 valuation of their
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taxpayers will see a “net,” or
new, increase of $87.85 annu-
ally.
Hillcrest Elementary will
become a Agre-kindergarten
through second grade building.
Bath Elementary will become
home to third through fifth
grades.

The district will build a new
Bath Elementary and a new hi
school close to existing schools.
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new transportation facility and

| ing, renovating, remodeling, etc.
| of buildings and facilities.

: Yes 7,042 - No 4,671

deal from gavlmg the new and ings. : create additional athletic fields. L, e - 4
3?5‘133'2??35 ‘Xe‘éh“e%‘ 'f:rm scl?cﬁh : s,&%"“gﬁnﬁa“’ﬁ‘;’s [o“;m eg‘g,' ; Tim Militzer (left), Jennifer Reece and Revere High

[ ﬂEeR:S — A 4.4-mill bond issue | Principal Phil King monitor results on a bond issue
: t:sraise $68 million for construct- Wednesday. | MICHAEL CHRITTON/Akron Beacon Journal

b % I ot

Akron Beacon Journal/ Ohio.com




Revere Bond Issue—Issue 45—November 9, 2016

Akron c Cﬁm Hews & Classiffeds provided

by thw West Sige Leagier and
Yaus Nﬂs“n&m‘ Opdins, Soush Side MNews Legder

ARCHIVES
Community News sus

Revere issue would fund two new schools
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By Kathleen Folkerth
BATH/RICHFIELD — After more than two years of studying and planning, Revere Local Schools officials are ready to ask vaters ta support a bond issue te provide funding
for new buildings.

District voters — which include those living in Bath, Richfield and parts of West Akron and Copley — will see Issue 45 on the Nov, B General Election ballot. According to
district officials, the 4.1-mill bond issue would generate 568.2 million for new construction and improvements to the district’s buildings and facilities.

I approved, the cost would be $143,50 per year for 30 years for every 5100,000 of property value, according to district officials.

Superintendent Matthew Montgomery said if the bond issue passes, the district plans to build new Revere High School and Bath Elementary School buildings, while
allowing the district to also renovate and improve Hillcrest Blementary and Revere Middle schools.

Montgomery said the decfsion to put the proposal forward came after evaluations of the district’s buildings by the Ohio Facilities Construction Commission and an
architect. The district alse conducted a phone survey of district residents, which Montgomery said showed some interesting results,

“We didn't focus it on facilities, but facilities came up as a top concern for our constituents,” he said.
The district created two community committees — finance and facilities — and invited interested residents to join. They initially met separately to develop some ideas.
"“They came together in January, then numbers were shared and reality set in,” Montgomery said. "If we huilt all new buildings, that far exceeded our debt limitations,”

The debt Limit for the district s 579 million, he said, but the committee members felt the district shoutd not plan for a project at that cost, The commitlees agreed on
S68.2 million, which would allow the district to have some extra debt capacity in case of an unexpected need.

The cistrict’s projects would be completely locally funded, officials said. Some districts receive state funding for building projects, but Revere was eligible for just 1
percent through that program, Treasurer David Forrest said.

“They do round that up to 5 percent, but to be eligibie there are a number of things you need to incorporate in the buildings,” safd Forrest.

Plans call for building the two new schools close to the schools on the current school grounds so students weuld nat have to be moved during construction. The existing
buildings would be razed after new construction is complete,

A&s for the renovatfons at Hillerest and the middle school, Montgomery said that will enable the district to improve security and add fire suppression systems. One thing
that won't be added to the old schoaols, however, & air conditioning,

"It came down to dollars and cents,” Montgomery sald. “In the current plan, there's not moeney in the budget to cover air conditioning for those two buildings.”
Alr conditioning would have cost about ancther 510 million, he said, but he doesn't rule out that those improvements could come in the future.

“The board is looking at a phase two to use permanent improvement funds to engage In a second phase of the project,” he said.

In addition, the district plans to move third grade from Hillerest to the new Bath Elementary School building.

The time is right for the district te consider new buildings and renovations, Montgomery said. Bath Elementary was built in 1923 and it was added onto in 1952 and 1967.
The high school was built in 1951 and has had six additions over the years,

Hilicrest was built in 1957 and was added onto in 1963 and 1994, while the middle school was built in 1960 and added onto in 1965 and 1994,

Montgomery said this year is a good time to ask voters to support the issue because a previously approved bond issue expires this year. Residents are currently paying
$33.65 for every $100,000 in property valuation for that issue. If the new bond issue passes, property owners would be paying a net increase of 567.85 annually per
£100,000 of value, Forrest said.

Should the bond fssue not pass in Hovember, Montgomery believes the district would remain steadfast in its belief that it's the right plan for the district,

“Qur plan B & plan A,” he said. “If it goes down, you'll see the plan A on the ballot [again]. We're sticking with the plan that's best for kids.”

If the issue is successful, the district would get to work quickly, Montgomery said.

““When it passes in November, we will start planning immediately for the programming of those buildings,” he said. “Iit will take about six months to get drawings ready,
and renovations can start as early as summer of 2017, The new buidings we project at three years.”

FACTS (Familes and Community Together for Schools) is the community group supporting the bond Bsue with a campaign. The erganization’s website, wedrerevere, com,
includes information about the bond ssee.
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Revere district, community in need of new school buildings
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Staff Editorial
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Filed under Opinion

On the November 2016 ballot, members of the Richfield and Bath community will find Bond Issue 45, a proposal for
many updates to the Revere District, including a new high school.

Revere Local Schools has educated the public about Issue 45 and how it will benefit the community. The proposal
includes plans to tear down and rebuild Revere High School as well as Bath Elementary School and to build new
baseball and softball fields along with three new practice fields in the land adjacent to Hillicrest Elementary School.
There are also plans to renovate both Hillcrest Elementary and Revere Middle School. The Revere third graders will
move to Bath Elementary, and the preschool program at Bath will transfer to Hillcrest. This will help alleviate some of
the overcrowding at Hillcrest.

Revere does have four functioning buildings, so some may think that building two new ones, aleng with additional
renovations, would waste money and resources. The supposedly outdated facilities have not hindered the academic
performance of the Revere students and the district still ranks well. With all the construction and renovations that will
need to occur, is it necessary that the Revere Local School District build new schools?

Because Revere High School was constructed in 1951, it makes sense that the district should receive an update—
and deservedly so. The community vetoed a similar proposal about eight years ago, and even then the updates and
new facilities were more than needed. Students who would have benefited from new schools back then have been
attending outdated and rundown schools for too long. It would be a better and more efficient use of the community’s
tax dollars to construct two new schools than to continue with the cost of repairs and maintenance for the current
buildings. As one of the most outdated schools in the area, Revere High School students deserve a building that will
reflect the highly acclaimed academic and athletic performances they accomplish.

The Revere community has put together a committee, Families and Community Together for Schools (FACTS),
which is in charge of educating the public about Issue 45. Revere Superintendent Matthew Montgomery explained
that this group has been raising awareness about the issue and why Revere Schools would benefit from it.

“The most important thing is it's going to change the way we offer a learning environment for our students. It's time
we make an environment more suited to today's learners,” Montgomery said.

Voting for Issue 45 will benefit not only the Revere District, but the entire Richfield and Bath community. Having a
nicer school to offer would greatly increase the values of properties in the area, which is something that would
benefit everyone.

it is time for the Revere Local School District's outsides to reflect the hardworking students and teachers inside.
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