
Naming Revere Middle School 

     In deciding on a name for the new junior high school, they “considered outstanding community 
leaders or things of historical significance locally”.  Among some discussed names were Hale Family 
(early family of Bath), Oviatt Family (early family of Richfield), Roy Pugh (first superintendent), 
Frank Pixley (Richfield native who was journalist and a playwright), Bafeild (combination of Bath-
Richfield), etc. 

     On May 19, 1959, the district selected Frank Pixley Junior High.  After months of receiving 
“considerable objection to the name”, the school board rescinded the name decision on October 8, 
1959.  

     On November 23, 1959, Eastview Junior High was selected.  An interesting name choice consider-
ing the building views south and not east. 

     On December 2, 1986, the board accepted a petition from the community to change the name from 
Eastview Middle School to Revere Middle School. 

   On March 17, 1987, the board officially changed the name to Revere Middle School effective Au-
gust 1, 1987. 
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Naming Revere Middle School:  Frank Pixley 

     On May 19, 1959, the district selected Frank Pixley Junior High.  After months of re-
ceinving “considerable objection to the name”, the school board recinded the name decision on 
October 8, 1959.  

     Frank Pixley was born in Richfield on November 21, 
1867 and graduated from Richfield High School at the 
age of 15 years old.  He graduated from Buchtel College 
(now University of Akron) with a degree in philosophy 
and became a teacher.  From 1887 to 1890 he taught his-
tory and English at Buchtel before becoming a journalist.  
He was editor of The Akron City Times and The Akron 
Daily Telegram, then in 1892 became managing editor of 
the The Chicago Mail, and in 1899 was editor of The 
Chicago-Times-Hearald.   

     Meanwhile he had been writing plays and had The 
Carpetbagger produced in Toledo in 1896.  He began a 
successful working relationship with composer Gustav 
Luders. Their first collaboration to be staged was The 
Burgomaster (1900), which they followed with King Do-
do (1902). That same year, Pixley and Luders’ The 
Prince Of Pilsen was staged in Boston before going on to 
Broadway. In addition to revivals on Broadway, a touring 
company took the show around the country and it was 
also seen in London and Paris. 

     About 1902 the people of Richfield were proudly 
boasting that Frank Pixley was a native of the town, for 
the musical comedy, The Prince of Pilsen was then having its successful run in New York, 
Boston, Paris and London where it was given 160 times.   

     Among Pixley’s other works were Woodland and The So-Gun (both 1904), The Grand Mo-
gul (1906), Marcelle (1908), The Gypsy (1912), The Return Of Eve, Taming A Tartar and Doc-
tor Doolittle (all 1914), A Social Call and Apollo (both 1915). In many respects Pixley and 
Luders showed ideas that were ahead of their time. Similarities are evident between The 
Prince Of Pilsen and Sigmund Romberg and Dorothy Donnelly’s later The Student Prince 
(1924), and between The Burgomaster and Kurt Weill and Maxwell Anderson’s Knickerbocker 
Holiday (1938). 

     Among honors and awards Pixley received were an honorary degree from Buchtel, his alma 
mater, and the Order of Christ in Portugal; an inveterate traveller, he was also a member of the 
Royal Geographical Society, London. In mid-December 1919, Pixley was on a steamship 
when he suffered a fall. Complications set in and he died suddenly on December 31, 1919 in 
San Diego, California. Under the terms of wills left by Pixley and his wife, Isabel, who died 10 
years later, the Frank Pixley Memorial Fund was established at the University of Akron, 
providing scholarships for students of literature and music. 

 

 Frank Pixley Biography:  ALLMUSIC and Richfield Historical Society and University of Akron 

http://www.allmusic.com/artist/frank-pixley-mn0000587364/biography
http://freepages.history.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~richfieldhs/families.htm
https://www.uakron.edu/development/pixley/
http://www.uakron.edu/development/images/Pixley_Frank.jpg
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