
Hillcrest Nature Center 

The Hillcrest Nature Center was established in 1997 as a combination memorial and educational gar-

den.  Bath resident and Hillcrest parent Susan Lines led, along with principal Fred Tomei,  the effort 

to establish the garden.  Donating services was Brown & Graves Lumber, R.B. Stout, Akron Tractor 

& Equipment, Jeff Knopp, Akron Plastics Industry, Goodyear, Richfield Safety Forces, North Hill 

Marble & Granite, along with countless other volunteers. 

 Matthew G. Smith Bench and Rock:  Was placed in 1997 as a memorial to Matthew G. Smith, a 

kindergartener who lost his battle with neuroblastoma on December 21, 1996. 

 Thornton Plaque:  Was placed in 2013 as a memorial to Michelle “Shelly” Thornton, a student 

who lost her battle with neuroblastoma on February 20, 2013.  She was a “spirited, funny, and cu-

rious” beautiful little girl.  

 9-11 Bench:  Was placed in 2001 to honor the victims of the 9-11 attacks.  It was donated by the 

Richfield Safety Forces. 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/ohio/obituary.aspx?pid=163204536
http://www.ohio.com/news/local/jewell-cardwell-copley-township-girl-8-dies-after-battle-with-cancer-1.375617
http://www.ohio.com/news/local/jewell-cardwell-copley-township-girl-8-dies-after-battle-with-cancer-1.375617
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