Hillcrest Nature Center

The Hillcrest Nature Center was established in 1997 as a combination memorial and educational gar-
den. Bath resident and Hillcrest parent Susan Lines led, along with principal Fred Tomei, the effort
to establish the garden. Donating services was Brown & Graves Lumber, R.B. Stout, Akron Tractor
& Equipment, Jeff Knopp, Akron Plastics Industry, Goodyear, Richfield Safety Forces, North Hill

Marble & Granite, along with countless other volunteers.

o Matthew G. Smith Bench and Rock: Was placed in 1997 as a memorial to Matthew G. Smith, a

kindergartener who lost his battle with neuroblastoma on December 21, 1996.

o Thornton Plaque: Was placed in 2013 as a memorial to Michelle “Shelly” Thornton, a student

who lost her battle with neuroblastoma on February 20, 2013. She was a “spirited, funny, and cu-

rious” beautiful little girl.

e 9-11 Bench: Was placed in 2001 to honor the victims of the 9-11 attacks. It was donated by the

Richfield Safety Forces.

Th_eBeaoonJoumaI was another one of those “volun-
ORE UST ARDEN Friday, June 27, 1997 teered husbands” who went well
beyond the call of duty in exca-
s T y i et Bl ket
A - T * Boy's family helped mum%mmum
blllld specml garden April’s unseasonable cold an
P il o il e o e
“It started last fall when the 50 .
mndﬁr(::dend’l‘om@wm- mmm&mm
S0 Ty & M g o they shoved up in their cean
“l%mumuhngw“h: When it came to the garden, no
prove m&‘r :r\e-nsesn;:ened—mnulimb::
Lines. even corralled
«Then Maithew passed away it peighinor Dale Tico into putting in
Lines said she had both in ‘he drain tie.
mind - her conversation with To- . Sandy Wwhose son was
mel and little Matthew - when she 1B Matthew’s class, coordinated
was leafing through a new Burpee the memorial unit, which was an
catalog “which talked about the that she sold 350 %
resurgence of school gardens . .. i L 2
‘l‘#mdlllcwldgam The
just have someone tell me m""ﬂ;“hﬂ”
e togebr. something’ > by Mike Buzzi of North Hll Mar-
“We sent out an interest survey & Granite.
in January and we had a terrific _“One of my favorite parts is the
mmwm keystone in the middle that has
the Hillcrest community. the sun and the name Hillerest
We even found a landscape archi- Nature Center - where know
tea-mxmp&;mmwm. ledge grows - K-3," Lines said. In-
o Sl Al g "mm'
was season.
One of the boulders 1 the new garden at Hilicrest Elomantary Schoot i Richfield. Paronts, toachors. pancipal, pupés and frends of the mmmnmm children for a living
school weraed together 10 croate the planting area that is aiso 8 tributs to the late Matthew Smith. offered his services, 100. My wg\.{lﬁ is the colorful
“And we had numerous wives birdhouses sprout alongside
] to volunteer their husbands. Cyndi the bougquet of bright blossoms,
John to in the eas raised
emorl 0oms R T
her husband Keith - owner of mmmm.:rmun
:zwnhurlmlmbu-lob .ﬂamhm rotting
School Revere district lumber.” an artifact garden com-
 Hillcrest family in pulls together {o create Rick Jandrey and his wife plele with planters made from &
educational plot that is also tribute to 6-year-old who died of cancer hnwwmmmmﬂ soccer ball, Coke can and a wag-
on.
v g 1o o e Ry | s md NASA ¢ Sieve o “The most exciting part was
faces of School in the Revere rare form of cancer. i
very world has School District, where The 6-year-okd had Mm«lﬁ them started their plants indoors ,
u-n:i:ua parents, teachers, prit-  poaq g kindergartner ron Tractor & Inc, got to see them grow and then
the o cipal,  puplis 00 st Hilcrest Elementary
et | frends of Jcrest ™ Scool in Richfiold.
sinister have moved both grav-
there's | o snd mud u.: .-.I‘:-.-‘ﬂ-o
wmmu how very tch they his mother said.
and reach thes care.
But those words have The result? Matthew was & kindargartner
be desgned The Hillcrost Nature Center -
S0, we combimstion memorial and ed-  Matthew's
w\tnl: m-nh»?hln Liz Smith, :mm
#&gﬂ 'muhu-l Andy and Erin, are
that shows 2, 195 following 8 sy eeched beyond
mmwumd meurchlastoms - 8  the outpouring of support

HH

T
T
T
Ak i <l
] E%i'i 11

!
ks
i
;

g
B

I
]
ix

2

51118

Lk
i
§

) L
gi%@%g
: 5t g#ﬁg
R
s e i

el
i
i
i

T
it
i
:lE'
si
i

;
:
1
:

|
]
i

i
?
E
:
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Lantern May 12, 1997
Hillcrest garden becomes reallty

by Laura Johnston

A man works the dirt,
pushing the muddy soilinto
troughs marked by the
straight white stakes in the
lonely brown earth, soon to
come to life. The newest
addition to Hillcrest Ele-
mentary School, a memo-
rial and educational garden
is being planned and
planted between the three
oldest, original, c-shaped
classroom wings.

The Hillcrest Garden,
which has been in the plan-
ning stage since late last
fall, is about to become a
reality. The garden will
include Memorial Plaza,
dedicated to kindergartener
Matthew Smith who died
of cancer in December, and
an outdoor classroom.

The plaza is to be a wild
bird theme garden which
will have permanent plant-
ings to attract birds, as well
asbird feeders, bird houses,
and bird baths, according
to the April Bath Country
Journal. Granite benches,
which are also included in
the plans, will be a lasting

tribute to Smith and
allow other childrento
enjoy nature, as he
often did.

The educational
part of the garden is
the 11 plots of dirt that
different classes can
use. These plots have
been set up for com-
posting, earthworms }
and decomposing,
growing herbs, and
growing vegetables.
Beyond the garden,
picnic tables are in the
plans for an outdoor
classroom where teachers
canteach when the weather
is nice. Hillcrest principal
Fred Tomei said that it is a
place where students, staff,
and the community can
relax.

Fundraising chairperson
Carolyn Faist said that the
plots should be ready to use
in May and the Memorial
Plaza should be completed
by August. '

According to Faist, a
planning committee began
meeting in January, once
every couple weeks, and

everyone was very excited
about it.

The excitement hasn’t
stopped. Tomei com-
mented, “There has been
an unbelievable amount of
support from the commu-
nity.” Faist stated that the
entire community has do-
nated time and materials,
as well as money. Thekids
at Hillcrest participated in

‘a “Name the Garden” con-

test, but the name is yet to
be determined. As illus-
trated by one excited young
boy who ran up to Tomei

(photo by Sean Wheeler) This dull dirt will soon be trans-
formed into a blooming and lively garden.

and blurted out, “Mr.
Tomeli, is there a name for
the garden yet?” the en-
ergy level is sky high at
Hillcrest.

Brick pavers can be
purchased for anywhere
from $5 to $150, which
include inscriptions and/or
logos. Faist said enough
bricks have been sold to
break even.

Tomei stated the garden
will achieve, “Remem-
brance of Matthew Smith
and an outdoor educatlonal




