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DEAN REESE

Dean received his bachelor’s degree with a double major in Physics and Astronomy from the
University of Massachusetts, Amherst in 2002. Upon graduation he began his teaching career at
Tracy High School. During his 17 year tenure at Tracy High School he taught the following
courses: 1B Physics, Conceptual Physics, English Learner Physics, Biology, Maker Space, and
served as IB Coordinator in his final year. In addition to his teaching experiences, he served as
the advisor to the Tracy High Earth Club, Scientifically Speaking Club, and Computer
Programming Club, and coached the Boys Tennis Team for 5 years. He served as a Master
Teacher for Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory’s Education Program from 2007 - 2017
instructing in the Computer Simulation Teacher Research Academy and the Climate Change
Teacher Research Academy. In 2011, Dean was awarded the Cortopassi Family Foundation
Excellence in Science Teaching Award. Dean was involved as an instructor for the SIMMS
(Secondary Integration of Modeling in Math and Science) Project with the intent of developing
computer-modeling skills for high school science and math teachers within San Joaquin County.
In 2014, Dean received his National Board Certification for Teaching in Adolescent and Young
Adult Science. In this same year he began a 4-year term on the Instructional Quality
Commission, an advisory board to the California State Board of Education. In his last year on the
IQC he served as the Chairperson.

In 2018, Dean accepted a position with SICOE as Science Coordinator of Outdoor Education
and Environmental Literacy. In this position, he worked towards expanding environmental
literacy for schools and districts throughout San Joaquin County and the greater region. He
served as the Project Director for the Region 6 California Environmental Literacy Project and
supported teachers in their efforts to teach the California Environmental Principles and
Concepts. Additionally, he initiated and lead several SJICOE environmental literacy networks
providing support for community partners, youth, teachers, and staff.

In 2021, Dean returned to TUSD in the position of Director of PreK-12 STEM and Local
Assessment. In this capacity he leads work in TUSD to expand student access to high quality
STEM education with the goal of increasing STEM achievement across the district. He co-
directs two federal STEM grants: PreK-12 STEM and AdvanceSTEM. Both of these grants help
TUSD work towards district STEM goals. On the Local Assessment side of his work, he has
helped to organize and sustain the district use of FastBridge and DnA Illuminate to support the
Multi-tiered system of support for students. In 2023, Dean received his Doctorate in Education
with a focus on Administrative Leadership from the University of the Pacific.
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