
SPPS FMP #2 – WHERE WE ARE 
6.19.14  
 
Purpose: To create a common ground that will help inform the SPPS Facility Master 
Plan.  
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Agenda: 

 Welcome and recap FMP #1 
o Vision Statement 

 District Overview 
o Who are we and what are our goals 

 Connecting learning and facilities  
o High tech high 

 Favorite place to learn 

 Creating common ground 
o What is SPPS doing now – academics, out of school time support services 

 Next steps 
 
Reflections/Quetions 

 Homecraft  k-5 in F1 area 
o ½ used as early ed 
o ½ river east 5-8 specialized and office of early learning 

 Humbodlt Jr.  OWL home relocated in sept. 

 As of Sept. 100% occupied 

 W. 7th building not occupied 
 
Community Ed 

 Discovery club  15 schools 

 Adults take up more space than kids 

 Adults vote with their feet  need to compete with other options 

 It is about space 

 Dedicate safe entranceschildcare  6 am 

 ECFE  visibility between spaces 

 283,000 participants of permitted use through business office 
 
Athletics 

 Inner city schools don’t have space 
o Central  1 parcel of land for 2,000 kids 
o Turf field  partnerships 
o NFL $100,000; Concordia $100,000 

 Need 3+ more turf fields would like 2 turf fields per H.S given intensity of use  

 Big Picture – families go elsewhere 
 
SSSC 2.0 Questions 

 What about gender diversity  
o Looking at equity for gender and transgender students – safe and equitable 

buildings 

 Diversity and concern about areas concentrating 
o Look at census blocks and how students are eligible for seats in lower 

poverty schools 
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 Busing 
o Reflecting St. Paul within schools 

 
Reflections/Questions Demographics 

 How are classroom sizes determined? 
o Influences: Space, Staff, Policy include. Teachers contracts, how the room is 

used.  
o Methodology based on history estimates done but because mobile district. 

 What other schools are families choosing? 
o We offer all day kindergarten so draw at k + retain 
o Charter schools, private faith based  
o Other districts 
o Home schooling 

 
Where students want to learn 

 Students like different places 

 Like to have views of outside 

 Variety of places to support different learning styles 

 One size doesn’t fit all 

 About how staff and school are organized 
 
Comments about art/music 

 Only 2 schools do not have art specialists 

 American Indian magnet Maxwell 

 Has a program for instruments on loan for those who can’t afford them. 
 
Summer Term 

 Freedom schools – programs are open to all and have lower staff to student ratios 

 Are students recommended for s-term  20,000 invited by achievement 
assessments and then teacher recommendations 
 

Vision Statement work 

 Add “HEALTHY” 

 Isolate race and culture diversity as important aspects. 
 
Comments: 

 We saw a chart showing areas and student attendance by area of residence. I’d like 
to see that modified- how many students attend school out of / within their area of 
residence regardless of magnet/ regional/ CSZ designation at school) 

 Why has the number of Caucasian students in SPPS gone down so dramatically?  
Suburbs? What schools are getting iPads? 

 Brighter colors? IDEAS 

 Light! (Natural) Windows 

 Technology integrated, not all that we do. 

 Bathrooms! Horrible! 

 Meeting spaces, the size or 3 classrooms, for larger groups of kids/collaborations 
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High Tech High Reflections 

 Windows, openness does it distract kids? 

 Variety of spaces support all learners 

 Would like data on how these environments work 

 Support of staff important – environmental issue 

 Appreciate being able to see this as way to look at things in a new way 
 
Transportation  

 6M miles driven each year with SSSC = less 900,000 mi 

 Project reach = homeless program allows kids to stay in home school 
 
Facilities 

 Have you looked at specific programs for energy tracking? 
o Yes LEED, B3, USGBC 

  Climate registry, Green step cities look at these too. 
 
 
 

TodaysMeet 

 
The following TodaysMeet transcript captures the real-time, online conversation from the 
June 19 facilities Master Plan Committee workshop. Participant comments reflect reactions 
to presentations and audience commentary and are not reflective of committee decisions or 
recommendations. 
























