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Welcome! 

Karen Bireta
D65 Sustainability 

Coordinator

Alissa Berg
D65 Director of 

Science

Shirin Vossoughi
Faculty, Northwestern 
School of Education & 

Social Policy 

Megan Bang
Faculty, Northwestern 
School of Education & 

Social Policy 



● Danelle Foster, Dawes
● Ellen Urquiaga, Dawes
● Mirza Campos, JEH ECC
● Trina Gregory, JEH ECC
● Kevin Familara, Lincoln

D65 Educators + Learning in Places

● Evangelina Martin, Bessie Rhodes
● Elida Patino, Bessie Rhodes
● Brenda Martinez, Bessie Rhodes
● Dedra Cruz, Bessie Rhodes
● Emma Stachyra, Bessie Rhodes

Thank you to our 10 D65 Educators participating in Learning in Places 
this school year! 



Learning in Places



Our Team, So Far!

Honoring Past Leadership



Goals for our time together
● Introduce the Learning in Places (LIP) project + introduce family 

tools/storylines   
● Hear from Dawes teachers and families engaged in LIP
● Go on a family wondering walk! 
● Come back and share wonderings and observations 
● Questions, tools & next steps 



Central Possibility & Challenge 
of the 21st Century?
Living in and transforming the 
Anthropocene: Cultivating just, culturally 
thriving, and sustainable communities. 

❖ How can & should education contribute to 
broad scale socio-ecological change? 

❖ How can education contributes to families, 
communities, and earth’s thriving? 

❖ What forms of teaching and learning do 
we need? 

❖ What forms of teaching and learning 
support thriving?



Nature-Culture Relations Shape Socioecological Systems

Apart from A part of



“Apart from” model dominates 
education and everyday life… 

► The average American child spends 4 to 7 minutes a day in 
unstructured outdoors time.

► Shapes approaches to content learning (e.g. the US has 
invested in lab-based science infrastructure, not field based)

► Our ”representational ecosystem” (e.g. books, media, 
diagrams) are dominated by ”apart from” models (Medin & 
Bang, 2014)

► Remarkable correlation between time indoors/outdoors and 
human health (e.g. stress & cortisol; microbiome diversity) as 
well as mental health (e.g. Frumklin et al. 2017;  Tillman et al. 
2018)

“Apart from” models are associated with human 
centric reasoning (not whole systems) and 

unsustainable decision-making (e.g. Medin et al. 2012) and 
perpetuate inequitable educational systems.



The conditions of childhood are shifting and kids know!



Learning in Places 
Project Aims in 2022, 

so far…

Co-design and scale transformative 
educational models and practice, including 
professional learning, with educators, 
families, and community partners that 
cultivate equitable, culturally grounded, 
socio-ecological systems learning and 
sustainable decision-making utilizing “field 
based” education in outdoor places, for 
children in pre-Kindergarten to 5th+ grades 
and their families that integrate science, 
social studies, and literacy and support 
learners’ and their families and 
communities wellbeing and world-making.



Some key features of the Learning in Places Model
● Field based (outdoor) learning!
● Integrated learning across classrooms, 

outdoors and family/community contexts!
● Multiple content areas! (Science, civics, literacy, 

social studies and some math)
● Culture & identity are central to learning.
● Motivates learning through should we 

questions - asking children to engage in ethical 
deliberation and decision-making.

● Attends to socio-emotional wellbeing with an 
emphasis on wonder, awe, and sustainable & 
just futures.

Phenology - Nature’s Calendar - is a 
meta-organizing phenomena

● Phenology is the study of periodic plant and 
animal life cycle events and how these are 
influenced by seasonal and interannual variations 
in climate

● Altered by changes in temperature and 
precipitation.

● Phenology is vital to many aspects of ecology and 
society.



Table introductions:
1) Name 

2) What is an important seasonal practice for your family 
and why is it important?

3) Share one thought, question or wondering you’ve had so 
far OR Share one reason you are here or something you 

are hoping to learn. 



An example: Social Studies-Civics-Science Intersections: Indigenous Peoples

• Indigenous territories 
contain 80% of the 
world’s biodiversity

• 1/4 of all land (outside 
Antarctica) is in 
Indigenous hands 

• 40% of terrestrial 
forests.

• 375 million people 
globally with 
recognized political 
standing in 90 
countries

Frechette et al., 2018;  Reytar et al., 2018; Brigitte et al, 2016; 
Olney & Viles, 2019 

Garnett et al., 
2018



Culture, Learning, & Identity Models of Family Engagement





Family Tools are a Key Design 
Dimension of Learning in Places



Why family tools?

● Family “tools” are routine and 
coordinated across classroom learning.

● Make visible family/community 
experience and expertise.

● Position families and communities as 
partners in learning.

● Shift the relational dynamics for teachers 
& families and for students with each 
other.

● Make phenomena “visible” outside of 
schools in family and community places 



Teacher & Family noticings 



Milkweed and other questions:(Why? What? How?)





Language Work: Family Learning across subject areas 



Bees + our observations in our local ecosystem…

Are these bee eggs? 
Do bees lay eggs?

How did this 
happen to 
the leaves?

Is this a food source 
for bees? Are these 
blueberries? Are they 
poisonous?

These fruits changed 
over time. Did bees 
pollinate them?



Our wonders… 

Students want to go 
outside to observe.



Histories of places…
Have bees always 
lived here? Are the 
bees that live here 
now native to our 
place?

Before our 2nd 
walk… colorful 
pictures, more 
student 
engagement

Starting to see student 
really thinking about bees 
and other more than 
humans using empathy and 
perspective taking

Saw a praying mantis on our field trip. 
“He’s going to come by us if you’re quiet 
and don’t scare him!” “I think it’s a girl, 
she’s going to maybe lay eggs.”

Seeing more than humans as 
“he/she/they”. Wondering about 
emotions…



Family noticings 



Celestial Wondering Walk 

Let’s try it!
Go on a wondering walk 

(~15 min)

Choose 3 stopping points for 
focused observation



Celestial Wondering Walk 

Write a few wonderings 
from your walk on post its 
and place them on the wall 

Take time to look at others’ 
wonderings

Collective discussion 





Learning in Places: 
Garden Seasonal Storyline



Learning in Places: 
Garden Tasks



Join our D65 
Sustainability Efforts! 



Growing our Community: Stay in Touch! 

Click here or Scan QR Code to join one (or more) of our google 
groups: stay in touch and receive periodic updates. 

D65 Climate Action 
Google Group

Open to all caregivers, 
community members 

d65climateactionteams@
googlegroups.com 

D65 Staff Climate Action 
Google Group

Open to all D65 Staff

climate-action-d65-staff-us
er-created@district65.net  

D65 School Garden Google 
Group

Open to all D65 Staff, 
caregivers, community 

members involved in our D65 
school gardens

d65-school-garden-community
-user-created@district65.net  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSersW8dISrMk9RKXolzlRdNMivwPUiTg4ZAY1S4HtlClNxEvw/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:d65climateactionteams@googlegroups.com
mailto:d65climateactionteams@googlegroups.com
mailto:climate-action-d65-staff-user-created@district65.net
mailto:climate-action-d65-staff-user-created@district65.net
mailto:d65-school-garden-community-user-created@district65.net
mailto:d65-school-garden-community-user-created@district65.net


Thank You / Gracias!


