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Vision for Communicating Learning and 
Grades



Giving accurate feedback is important
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And improves student performance 
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Reporting progress isn’t always clear

6



7

What does it really mean?

B - Math



8

…what has my student actually learned?
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SBL/G = more meaningful and accurate
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Vision for Grading and Reporting

“D65’s vision is that report card grades are 
meaningful, accurate, and actionable for 
students, their families and educators.” 
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Vision for Our Practice

This report card, a snapshot of current 
learning, conveys two separate concepts: 
● Learning measures reflecting current 

proficiency of grade level standards; 
● And separate measures reflecting 

learning habits.



Standards Based Grading Overview
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Part of the issue is grade inflation. As Chalkbeat reported last 
year, “Even as students have taken higher-level courses, their 
G.P.A.s have steadily risen — from an average of 2.68 in 1990 to 
2.94 in 2000, 3.0 in 2009 and 3.11 in 2019.” 

At the same time, test scores on national exams have dropped, 
or remained unchanged, which suggests that students aren’t 
actually better prepared in math, English or science than they 
were 20 years ago. The lack of basic skills has been evident for a 
while: Many two- and four-year colleges devote significant 
resources to remedial education.   

Failure is a Bad Word…and kids know it, New York Times, Jessica Grose

https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/WUv--apgPmUUOIfxTuxFPA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRm_7zaP0T9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2hhbGtiZWF0Lm9yZy8yMDIyLzMvMTYvMjI5Nzk5NDcvaGlnaC1zY2hvb2wtZ3JhZGVzLWluZmxhdGlvbi1mZWRlcmFsLW5hZXAtdGVzdC1zY29yZXM_Y2FtcGFpZ25faWQ9MTE4JmVtYz1lZGl0X3B0Z18yMDIzMTAwNCZpbnN0YW5jZV9pZD0xMDQzMzAmbmw9amVzc2ljYS1ncm9zZSZyZWdpX2lkPTU1MjQwMTg2JnNlZ21lbnRfaWQ9MTQ2NDMyJnRlPTEmdXNlcl9pZD1mZjcwMjc1NTBhZTlhNDk2NzhmMDE4MjIyZWYwMjQyMVcDbnl0QgplFNo3HWXgw2XZUhJzYWJlYXJkc0BnbWFpbC5jb21YBAAAAAM~
https://nl.nytimes.com/f/a/fJfTFfg5K9e0HWxWeou9SQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRm_7zaP0TwaHR0cHM6Ly9oZWNoaW5nZXJyZXBvcnQub3JnL2NvbGxlZ2VzLWVucm9sbC1zdHVkZW50cy1hcmVudC1wcmVwYXJlZC1oaWdoZXItZWR1Y2F0aW9uLz9jYW1wYWlnbl9pZD0xMTgmZW1jPWVkaXRfcHRnXzIwMjMxMDA0Jmluc3RhbmNlX2lkPTEwNDMzMCZubD1qZXNzaWNhLWdyb3NlJnJlZ2lfaWQ9NTUyNDAxODYmc2VnbWVudF9pZD0xNDY0MzImdGU9MSZ1c2VyX2lkPWZmNzAyNzU1MGFlOWE0OTY3OGYwMTgyMjJlZjAyNDIxVwNueXRCCmUU2jcdZeDDZdlSEnNhYmVhcmRzQGdtYWlsLmNvbVgEAAAAAw~~
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Traditional grading evaluates both a student’s 
content knowledge as well as their behaviors and 

invites subjectivity and bias. 

Joe Feldman, Grading for Equity (P. 40)
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Types of Learning and Measures
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What is Standards Based Grading?

Moving from a traditional grade to detailed, actionable feedback

Traditional 
Grade

B
Literacy

Cites textual evidence to support analysis

Traces and evaluates specific argument/claim

Determines theme or central idea of text

Determines an author’s point of view

Extending

Progressing

Progressing

Meeting

BEFORE AFTER

Reporting Standards

Where we 
are going - 

not yet!



Learning Habits 
Measures:

● ME = Meets 
expectations

● PR = Progressing 
towards the 
expectations.

● BE = Beginning 
stages of 
meeting 
expectations.

Standards Based Learning - Process

Prepares to Learn Engages in Learning Takes Initiative to Learn

● Ready to learn
○ Prepared with 

needed materials
○ Demonstrates 

organizational 
skills

○ On-time
● Completes quality 

assignments within 
time window 

● Respects self, 
individuals, the class, 
and guidelines

● Focused on learning 
and instruction during 
class

● Actively engaged in 
class discussions and 
learning

● Places effort into work
● Collaborates effectively
● Respectful to 

individuals, the class, 
and guidelines

● Reflects on learning 
and takes appropriate 
steps to improve

● Uses feedback 
(self-assessment, peer 
assessment and 
educator) to improve 
learning.

● Displays confidence to 
take on new challenges

● Advocates for one's 
own learning needs.

● Demonstrates honesty 
and integrity in learning

Learning 

Habits





Middle School Grading and Report 
Cards This Year
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At the Core of SBL/G: 3 Tenets

Clear learning goals 
accessible to students

Standards-aligned 
learning tasks and 
assessments

Feedback for ongoing 
student learning

On D65 Website!

https://www.district65.net/Page/2591


Grading for This 
Year

Community Facing D65 Webpage

We will maintain the grading guidance 
document from the 2022-23 school year. 

● Process of Learning (15%)
● Product of Learning (85%)
● Issue trimester marks on the learning 

habits using Learning Measures.

Important Notes: 

● No zero policy remains in effect. 
● Adequate evidence must be in the 

gradebook to reflect a students 
current level of learning.

● Grades must NOT be a surprise or 
used to punish a student.
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The report card and 
grade book largely stays 

the same for the 
2023-24 school year.

https://www.district65.net/Page/2591


What goes into my grade?
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Evidence or Product of Learning

A task is evidence or product of learning if…

1. Content/skills/knowledge has been 
taught;

2. Student(s) were able to practice the 
learning;

3. Provided feedback allows students to 
change performance;

4. The task is done with independence 
(unless the standard says otherwise.)



Standards Based Grading - Assessment
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Sample Gradegook - Process fo Learning v. Product of Learning

PowerSchool Gradebook View
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Standards Based Learning - The Process

Student 
Learning 

Habits

ME

BE PR

When students connect 
daily work habits to 
successful learning, they 
are motivated to better 
understand, not merely 
complete tasks.

Meets Expectation:
Consistent & Independent

Progressing
Some Consistency

Beginning
Little Consistency



Practice Shifts for This Year
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Standards-Aligned 
Retake opportunities

(NO extra
credit)

Grading - Adding IE to 
this year’s grading scale

Introduce Course 
Letters for Family 
Engagement
& Clarity

Learning Habits - 
Providing evidence and 
feedback

Shifts to Homework 
Policy

Trimester 2



Resources and Samples





Standards Based Grading - Students with an IEP
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Report Card:

The District 65 report card is a 
snapshot of a students current 
learning in relation to grade level 
standards.  The accommodations 
should be in place when 
engaging in an assessment task.

IEP Progress Report:  This is 
issued at the same time as the 
report card and reflects progress 
towards IEP goals.

Modified 
Curriculum 

(<5% of D65 
students)



Report Card:

The District 65 report card will report is a snapshot of a students current learning in relation to grade 
level standards.  Depending on the level of English language proficiency, scaffolds should be 
available when engaging in an assessment task.
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Standards Based Grading - Multilingual Learners

English Language Learners Two-Way Immersion

English Language Proficiency Progress report to 
be given at the same time as the Report Card

English Language Proficiency Progress report to 
be given at the same time as the Report Card

In addition to the other content courses, Spanish 
Language Arts standards are to be used. 



Preparation for High School

● Developing metacognition and 
student agency.

● Elevates an understanding of the 
importance of both what we learn 
and how we go about our learning.

Course Placement

● Math and literacy course 
placement is predominantly driven 
by MAP assessment scores.  
Please read about their process 
here. 

ETHS Engagement & Support
32

Looking Forward

https://www.eths.k12.il.us/Page/892
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In Closing
Standards Based 

Learning & Grading

Meaningful

Accurate

Actionable

D65 
Grades

Interested in engaging further?  HERE

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScSdGs0fmNCh43uv_h7_JM90ohFDDP73faygbpeGHuAR_7jDg/viewform?usp=sf_link



