
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 625
Saint Paul, Minnesota

COMMITTEE OF THE BOARD MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION
Administration Building

360 Colborne Street
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102

September 13, 2022
4:30 PM

A  G  E  N  D  A

I. CALL TO ORDER
II. AGENDA

A. Superintendent's Announcements
B. Updates to Procedure 206.01.01 Guidelines for Public Comment

1. Introduction
2. Presentation
3. Discussion
4. Action (TBD)

III. ADJOURNMENT
#BoldSubject#
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Updates to Procedure 
206.01.01 Guidelines for 
Public Comment 
Director Uriah Ward
Charles Long, General Counsel

September 6, 2022
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Inspire students to think critically, pursue their dreams and change the world.

206.01.01 Guidelines for Public Comment

Why are we proposing an update to these procedures?

There is sentiment among Board members that longer time needs to be 
given to public comment.

-
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Inspire students to think critically, pursue their dreams and change the world.

206.01.01 Guidelines for Public Comment
Proposed updates to be made to the procedures:

1) Extend public comment to 45 minutes (from 30 minutes)
- Reason: More time allows more voices to be heard

2) Incorporate public comment into the regular Board agenda 
- Reason: Currently, we start public comment at 5:30 p.m. For example, if 

there’s only 15 minutes of public comment for a particular meeting, we have 
to wait 20 minutes to start BOE at 6:05 p.m. If we were to incorporate public 
comment as the first agenda item, we wouldn’t have 20 minutes of downtime 
and could instead proceed with the rest of the agenda items.
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Inspire students to think critically, pursue their dreams and change the world.

206.01.01 Guidelines for Public Comment
Other things to discuss among Board members:
- In fact cap public comment to 45 minutes? Longer? Keep at 30 

minutes?
- When do we do recognitions - before or after public comment?
- Official time for BOE - 5:30 p.m.?
- When will this change come into effect? August BOE? 

September BOE?
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Inspire students to think critically, pursue their dreams and change the world.

206.01.01 Guidelines for Public Comment

See draft of Public Comment Guidelines
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zRuLygO3SmiqVWM15mE12DDtD5Zp9rvk/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113257941041046544696&rtpof=true&sd=true


206.01.01 GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

Pursuant to Board Policy 206.01, Public Comment provides multiple opportunities for

the public to bring issues or comments to the attention of the Board of Education.

A. On-Line Submission of Public Comment.

1. Public Comment may be made on-line at the following web address:

http://boe.spps.org/public_comment.

2. Online submissions will be provided to Board members on a regular basis.

3. The name provided by the commenter and the topic of on-line submissions will be

included in the record in the same manner as in-person public comments.

B. In-Person Public Comment.

1. In-Person Public Comment will occur as part of the Agenda at regular meetings of

the Board of Education.

2. Public Comment is an opportunity for the Board to listen. The Board will not engage

in dialogue and, as a general rule, the Board will not comment on or respond to any

comments made by speakers.

3. Individuals wishing to speak at Public Comment should contact the Board Secretary

at (651)-767-8149 or register via the Online Public Comment Form prior to 3:00pm

on the day of a regular Board meeting in order to be placed on the schedule. The

following information is requested to allow for follow-up as necessary:

a. Name;

b. Mailing address;

c. E-mail (if available);

d. Whether the speaker is a student, parent, or community member; and

e. Subject to be addressed.

4. Persons who have not signed up to speak prior to 3:00pm on the day of a regular

Board meeting may sign up the evening of the regular Board meeting using the

sign-in sheet located outside of the Board Room prior to 5:30pm.

5. All individuals wishing to address the Board must complete the Sign-In Log and may

also complete an optional Public Comment Information Form with a detailed

description of the topic and the action or response being requested from the Board

or District administration. These forms will be at a table outside of the Board room.

The Information Form may be given to either the individual handling sign-in or to the

Board’s secretary the evening of the Board meeting.

6. Speakers should state their names only at the beginning of their presentation. No

additional information (such as an address) is necessary.

7. In general, speakers will be prioritized as follows:

a. Students;

b. Speakers wishing to speak on an Agenda item;

c. Speakers who have not spoken at public comment in the last three months;

d. Others.
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http://boe.spps.org/public_comment


8. Public comment shall occur during the regular board meeting for a maximum of 45

minutes. If there is less than 45 minutes of public comment, then the Board may

proceed with the next item on the agenda.

a. Individuals will be allotted three minutes to speak. The meeting Chair may

reduce the time allotment to accommodate additional speakers.

b. The meeting chair may increase the time allotment to accommodate

speakers requiring a translator.

c. Each presentation will be timed. The speaker will be notified when there is

one minute remaining in the allowed time and when the allowed time has

expired. At that point, speakers are asked to complete their statement and

allow other their turns to speak.

d. If a large group wishes to address one subject, the group may be asked to

coordinate among themselves in order to present their subject within the

allotted time.

e. All speakers are advised that:

i. Board meetings are telecast live as well as taped for the official record;

ii. For the speaker’s own legal protection and the legal rights of staff, public

comments should not include names, titles, or location for any staff.

iii. For the speaker’s own legal protection and the legal rights of staff, any

complaint or issue related to personnel must be made in writing.

iv. For the speakers own legal protection and the legal rights of students,

public comments should not include the names of students other than

those of the speaker.

9. Speakers who have a written version of their comments are asked to bring a copy to

leave with the District ombudsperson.

10. The speaker’s name and topic of comment will be included in the public record.
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