Create Customized ‘Common Mistakes’ Checklists

Students can develop an individualized checklist of the kinds of errors that they
commonly commit on independent assignments and use this checklist to reduce
or eliminate mistakes before turning in those assignments.

As a class exercise, give several examples to your students of common mistakes
that you find on their assignments (e.g., failure to show all work on math
problems; incomplete entries on term-paper outlines). Next, have the class
brainstorm a list of mistakes that they are most likely to make. Then direct each
student to review the class list and create a customized checklist by selecting the
4-5 mistakes that he or she is most likely to commit. Direct students to keep their
customized error checklists and use them to review their assignments before
turning in.



