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What was Start Strong?

● Designed as tool measuring prior year’s learning

● As of now, this is a one-time test (Sept. 2021)

● No NJ State or county/group scores available

● Based on New Jersey Student Learning Standards

● Questions were on *previous year’s learning standards* 

● A 6th grade student (MAT06) took a test on Grade 5 math standards

● *The Science test was a bit more generalized - covered material from 

multiple years 



Who Took Start Strong?

ELA

All students 

grades 4-10.

Math

All students grades 4-8.

Plus: Algebra I, 

Geometry, and Algebra II

Science 

All students grades 

6, 9, and 12.



Park Ridge District Testing Rates
ELA04 100% MAT04 100% SCI06 98.65%

ELA05 100% MAT05 100% SCI09 98.82%

ELA06 97.3% MAT06 98.65% SCI12 98.94%

ELA07 98.98% MAT07 100%

ELA08 100% MAT08 97.5%

ELA09 100% ALG01 100%

ELA10 98.88% ALG02 97.8%

GEO 98.7%



1 2 3

Student Levels (Test Results) 

Strong Support 

Needed

Roughly equivalent 

to a level one or two 

on NJSLA

Some Support 

Needed

Roughly equivalent 

to a level three on 

NJSLA

Less Support 

Needed

Roughly equivalent 

to a level four or 

five on NJSLA



ELA Question Types



Math Question Types
(Grade 4 andALG01 used as example)



What was 
assessed in 
Algebra I?

Remember, 
the assessed 
standards are 
Grade 08 - the 
‘prior year’

Over 80% of students got this one wrong - what’s really being tested here 

is, “Do you remember the definition of a linear function?”

*Note: Unlike previous exams, questions on Start Strong were released.



District  and 
PRHS 
Overview - 
ELA



District 
and PRHS 
Overview
- Math



District and PRHS 
Overview
- Science



East Brook 
ELA



East Brook 
Math



East Brook 
Science 
(Science 6)



West 
Ridge 
ELA



West 
Ridge 
Math



West 
Ridge 
Science



Math Scores 
by 
Subgroup



ELA 
Scores 
by Sub-
group



Science 
Scores 
by 
Subgroup



Recent
Park Ridge 
Initiatives

District-wide:

● Met in departments, grade-levels, and disciplines to review 

data

● Connected Start Strong review to our emphasis on ‘action 

standards’ in curricula

● Meeting time includes after-school meetings, as well as P.D. 

days

● Developed PLCs that incorporate grit, student motivation, 

small-group instruction, and formative assessment

● During August PD days, we trained the entire faculty on 

formative assessment

● Summer Owl Academy 

School-based:

● Expanded extra-help program at elementary schools

● Implemented Evening Office Hours at high school 



Questions?

Contact:

Patrick D. Bernardo

Director of Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology

201.573.6000 ext. 5409

patrickbernardo@parkridge.k12.nj.us


