
ROCKFORD MIDDLE SCHOOL 
CENTER FOR ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

Dear RMS-CES Families,

As we wrap up the end of the quarter, I would encourage everybody to spend some time
reviewing any missing work your child might have and make sure they are studying for any
upcoming tests or quizzes. This is a great opportunity to track outstanding work using the
planner provided to each student. Parents can track their child's work using a combination
of both the parent portal as well as the academic planner view.

We know the importance of a safe and welcoming environment. Recent news in Maine
might bring feelings of uneasiness as it pertains to safety but I would like to assure you
that Rockford Middle School is as safe now as it has ever been due to recent updates in
building security which include but are now limited to secured entries, process for
ensuring all adults in the building are properly identified, direct training to staff and
students about our ALICE protocols, a full-time wright county sheriff officer who
frequently sweeps the buildings and checks exterior doors and most of all a supportive
community that will say something if they see something. Please know moving forward that
we will make sure that safety is our biggest priority.

On Wednesday of this week, we are proud to report that our media center furniture has
arrived and has been installed. We will continue to find the best arrangement for this
furniture, but we are so very excited for our students to experience a mix of tables and
chairs as well as soft seating, STEM Tables, and a few new bookshelves. The Media Center
Furniture is a donation of our very generous Rockford Education Foundation filled with
parents, community members, and staff whose efforts have a direct impact on our
students and their learning. If you would like to learn more about their organization you can
click on the following link.

Paul Warzecha
RMS-CES Principal
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Deep Portage 2023

https://www.rockfordfoundation.org/
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Please call our attendence line to report your child absent. 
763-477-7525

Please click HERE to view more...

The October CTC Newsletter

https://www.changetochill.org/about/
https://mailchi.mp/allina/fall-foods-and-wellbeing
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Taher is Hiring! Taher is looking for a few amazing
people to join their Rockford kitchen team!



From the Rockford Education Foundation:
(This is not an ISD 883 Sponsored Event.)

Tickets are on sale now for the 2023 Fall Event!

Join us for the Rockford Education Foundation’s biggest fundraising event
supporting the Rockford Area Schools!

Theme: Saturday Night Live (costumes encouraged!)

Event Details:
Friday, November 17th, 2023

6:00pm - 11:00pm
Rush Creek Golf Club, Maple Grove

Purchase Tickets:  www.rockford23.givesmart.com
$75/per person (part of your ticket is a donation)

Fundraising Goal:
Full-fill the wish lists from all three schools!

Next week we will roll out all the Fund-A-Need opportunities to support your
school!

Thanks to our champion sponsors!
Apple Roofing and Total Strength Fitness

Reminders & Opportunities:
RMS-CES PARENT/COMMUNITY NEWS 

Classroom Wish Lists

Click Here

http://www.rockford23.givesmart.com/
https://www.rockfordfoundation.org/events/wishlists/


Attention:  Governor Walz signed a bill into law to provide

breakfast and lunch at no charge to students at participating

schools, beginning in the fall for the 2023-24 school year. 

Reminders & Opportunities:
RMS-CES PARENT/COMMUNITY NEWS 

FOOD SERVICE REMINDER:
Please check your parent portal for notifications
(letters) regarding current food service balances.

Application for Education
benefits: 

If you haven’t already done so, please take a moment to
fill out this FORM.  Our school also receives state funding

for technology based on qualifying families! For more
information or a Spanish version, click HERE. 

Please note, per our School Board approved School Meals Policy, Low Account
Balance and Negative Account Balance email reminders will continue to be sent.

Since Rockford Area Schools are not receiving additional meal funding at this
time, it remains the parent(s)’ or guardian’s responsibility to ensure adequate funds

are available in the meal account. 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1688348716/rockfordk12mnus/vopr2wzjahgfwymn8tts/2023-24ApplicationforEducationalBenefitsPacket-English.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1691417971/rockfordk12mnus/m5ph0tqda3kvwpk6fotz/2023-24ApplicationforEducationalBenefitsPacket_Spanish.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1691417971/rockfordk12mnus/m5ph0tqda3kvwpk6fotz/2023-24ApplicationforEducationalBenefitsPacket_Spanish.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1679495524/rockfordk12mnus/cjnls8ezowwc2nfh1xa3/Policy534R_1.pdf


School Store HoursSchool Store HoursSchool Store Hours

Reminders & Opportunities:
RMS-CES PARENT/COMMUNITY NEWS 

Free adult English classes 
begin on September 20 and go through May
(following the Rockford school calendar). 

Come at 6:00 pm on Wednesdays to 
Room 804 at the Rockford Community Center. 

Practice listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 
All levels welcome! 

Call Rockford Community Education 
at (763) 477-4563 or 

email Shannon Kolhei at jskolhei@gmail.com.

  ADULTADULT
ENGLISHENGLISH
CLASSCLASS

Get your Rocket Gear
at our very own
school store! 

mailto:jskolhei@gmail.com


RMS-CES GRADE LEVEL NEWS

Sixth graders have started to explore vocabulary words with

Greek & Latin Roots. They read Splash, a Young Naturalist

article, written for the Minnesota Conservation Volunteer

magazine through the MN DNR.

They're finishing up Unit One: Just Add Water - Aqua, Hydra,

and Mar/Mer. Student shared experiences with aquifers,

hydroponics, and marine life from home and holidays taken. 



RMS-CES GRADE LEVEL NEWS

Students had the opportunity
to work with the University of
Minnesota Raptor Center and

staff from Baker Parks on
different aspects of flight. It
was a very hands-on day with

frisbee and rockets using
baking soda/vinegar to

demonstrate air pressure and
aspects of flight. We use their
resources during the school

year, including the
"RaptorLab" we will do further

investigations about these
beautiful birds. The beautiful

fall colors were brilliant and
set the tone for a fun day!



RMS-CES GRADE LEVEL NEWS



RMS-CES GRADE LEVEL NEWS

Over the past two weeks, we began our study of Edgar Allan Poe, the
“master of the macabre”, and his short story, “The Tell-Tale Heart”. Prior to
reading the story, we jigsawed a short biography of Edgar Allan Poe to put

some of his life’s pieces together. As we studied the story, LA8 readers
analyzed Poe’s use of Dramatic Irony, Mood & Tone, and his three Suspense
Techniques to determine whether or not the narrator is trustworthy. I think

that Poe would approve of this crew’s work!


