
Homeless Youth Awareness Month:
Increase awareness, advocate, and educate on behalf of students 

experiencing homelessness

October 12, 2023



Welcome from the California 
Homeless Education Technical 

Assistance Center (HETAC)



About the HETAC

• The Homeless Education Technical Assistance Center (HETAC)

• Is funded by the California Department of Education to serve as the state’s 
homeless education technical assistance center

• Is operated jointly by the Contra Costa, Los Angeles, and San Diego County Offices 
of Education

• Learn more at hetac.org
HETAC Lead Contacts

Contra Costa County Office of 
Education

Alejandra Chamberlain
achamberlain@cccoe.k12.ca.us 

Los Angeles County Office of 
Education

Jennifer Kottke
kottke_jennifer@lacoe.edu

San Diego County Office of 
Education

Susanne Terry
susanne.terry@sdcoe.net

http://www.hetac.org/
mailto:achamberlain@cccoe.k12.ca.us
mailto:kottke_jennifer@lacoe.edu
mailto:susanne.terry@sdcoe.net


Logistics

• The webinar is being recorded and will be posted at 
hetac.org

• All attendees are muted
• Attendees may turn on or disable closed captioning
• Please use chat to submit questions



About National Homeless Youth 
Awareness Month

• November was first declared National 
Homeless Youth Awareness Month in 2007. 

• In support of the federal resolution 
recognizing November as NHYAM, many 
states, including California, have passed 
state resolutions recognizing the same.

• Many counties also recognize November 
as Homeless Awareness Month.



Why Is It Important?

• To raise awareness about homeless youth and the issues they 
face.

• To educate others about the educational rights and supports 
available for students experiencing homelessness.

• It is an opportunity to spotlight the resources available to 
support youth who are experiencing homelessness, who 
have runaway, or who are in crisis.



November is also National Runaway 
Prevention Month (NRPM)

• NRPM is a public awareness campaign by the 
National Runaway Safeline designed to “shine 
a light” on the experiences of youth who have 
run away and youth who have experienced 
homelessness that too often remain invisible.

• Supported by the Administration on Children, 
Youth and Families, Family and Youth Services 
Bureau, U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services.

• National Runaway Safeline: 1-800-RUNAWAY 



NRPM Resources 

The National Runaway 
Safeline provides a variety of 
helpful resources for NRPM, 
including:
• Downloadable Toolkit
• Sample proclamations
• Outreach materials
• Social media graphics and 

messages



NRPM Resources

• National Events Flyer
• Greenlight Project
• Education Week Graphics
• Visit the NRS National 

Runaway Prevention Month 
webpage to learn more

https://www.1800runaway.org/prevention-education/nrpm
https://www.1800runaway.org/prevention-education/nrpm
https://www.1800runaway.org/prevention-education/nrpm


New Resources from HETAC

• The California Homeless Education Technical Assistance 
Center (HETAC) and the California Department of 
Education (CDE) join with others in recognizing November 
2023 as NHYAM. 

• The following resources are available to help you be a part 
of bringing attention to this important matter.

• https://www.hetac.org/resources/youth-awareness

https://www.hetac.org/resources/youth-awareness




HETAC goes green for NHYAM



HETAC NHYAM Resource Webpage

• Sample Board Resolution
• Social Media and Zoom Resources
• Activities for Schools
• Book and Movie List
• Awareness Videos
• https://www.hetac.org/resources/youth-awareness

https://www.hetac.org/resources/youth-awareness


Board Resolution

• A board resolution can serve as a formal record of a board of 
director’s recognition of November as Homeless Youth Awareness 
Month and any related steps the board has agreed to take or asks 
others to take in response. 

• Tip: check on your LEA’s board approval process to ensure the board 
resolution request is submitted in enough time to go through the 
approval process

• HETAC Sample National Homeless Youth Awareness Month Board 
Resolution

https://www.hetac.org/fs/resource-manager/view/47d37258-b0fa-4d30-bc4f-2921244a3d37
https://www.hetac.org/fs/resource-manager/view/47d37258-b0fa-4d30-bc4f-2921244a3d37


Raise Awareness – Media Messages



Raise Awareness through Social Media



Social Media Messages

Use “Did you know…?” statements – or write your own message



Zoom backgrounds





Sample Calendar Activities

• #WearGreenDay for National Runaway Prevention Month (NRPM). 
Wear green and share about it on social media using #WearGreenDay 
and #NRPM2023.

• Watch a brief video on youth or family homelessness from the HETAC 
awareness videos webpage and share it with colleagues.

• Register for an upcoming HETAC webinar or National Center for 
Homeless Education (NCHE) webinar to learn more about the 
education of students experiencing homelessness.

• Consider donating to or volunteering at a local food pantry feeding 
people in need. (Click “food pantries”, enter your zip code, and 
search.)

https://www.1800runaway.org/prevention-education/nrpm
https://www.hetac.org/resources/awareness-videos
https://www.hetac.org/resources/awareness-videos
https://www.hetac.org/events/calendar
https://nche.ed.gov/group-training/
https://nche.ed.gov/group-training/
https://www.hud.gov/findshelter


Awareness Videos

View and share homelessness 
awareness videos on the 
California HETAC’s Awareness 
Videos resources webpage

https://www.hetac.org/resources/awareness-videos
https://www.hetac.org/resources/awareness-videos


View other homelessness awareness videos on the California 
HETAC’s Awareness Videos resources webpage

Books and Movies About Homelessness

https://www.hetac.org/resources/awareness-videos


Create an Awareness Toolkit

Include:
• Resources to connect students and 

families to services
• A calendar of events for November for 

school sites to engage in
• Resource links for books and videos



Youth Voice

https://kern.org/yva/listen-to-episodes/

Youth Voice Amplified is a 
youth-led podcast, where youth have 
overcome adversity share their 
stories of hope, strength & resilience. 

The Youth Voice Amplified Podcast is 
a project under the Kern Co. HIP 
grant.

To learn more about Kern Co.’s 
Student Voice Model Innovative 
Practice (MIP) Toolkit, 
visit www.kern.org/hip/

https://kern.org/yva/listen-to-episodes/
https://kern.org/hip/


Use Infographics

• Use infographics to increase 
awareness of challenges 
homeless children face in 
attending school

• Use local data on youth 
homelessness to create 
Infographics to inform others.



Share Homeless Student Data

Statewide data points from DataQuest’s Annual Enrollment report:

• Homeless student enrollment increased by 9 percent, from 171,714 
students in the 2021–22 school year to 187,298 students in the 2022–23 
school year. 

• That is 15,584 more students identified as homeless.

• Despite the increase in homeless student enrollment, there was a drop 
in overall statewide enrollment by 1 percent (-39,696 students)

DataQuest Annual Enrollment: https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/edtop.asp

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/edtop.asp


NEW Homeless Youth 
Geographic Information System (GIS) Map 

CDE’s GIS map is now available:

• Can be found on the Homeless Student Data web page under the 
“GIS” tab. 

• Provides access and information for the Homeless Census Day 
Enrollment by School District Map. 

• The data for this GIS map will reflect the same data seen in the 
Annual Enrollment report.

• https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sg/homelessyouth.asp

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cde.ca.gov%2Fds%2Fsg%2Fhomelessyouth.asp&data=05%7C01%7CDClarke%40cccoe.k12.ca.us%7C63bdf902410e41d9e3af08db86e4f3eb%7C2de8a868227d49aa874640b38edce763%7C1%7C0%7C638252090148374695%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EWzlBNeJtIOcQtc8C3PkF7nvwoniyI7x1Vq36LL2JQo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fwww.arcgis.com%2Fapps%2Fdashboards%2F4f1a91a665a34cac983ad48c8948f78d__%3B!!KlnUNGHvdQ!7EPaZ_qG08MixfCclEeAElMsHDxAwKCV7vieYduR-cTUG9zimuPlfKqkex0f6Nl8_L4DUkq0czUuj8riz_6EgIsnV6LQ2gFT8Ybw82zN%24&data=05%7C01%7CDClarke%40cccoe.k12.ca.us%7C63bdf902410e41d9e3af08db86e4f3eb%7C2de8a868227d49aa874640b38edce763%7C1%7C0%7C638252090148374695%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5XhlaOVg0ZmSV5G015c9vO1GhwTqWkmvTqwmAGaxy3o%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fwww.arcgis.com%2Fapps%2Fdashboards%2F4f1a91a665a34cac983ad48c8948f78d__%3B!!KlnUNGHvdQ!7EPaZ_qG08MixfCclEeAElMsHDxAwKCV7vieYduR-cTUG9zimuPlfKqkex0f6Nl8_L4DUkq0czUuj8riz_6EgIsnV6LQ2gFT8Ybw82zN%24&data=05%7C01%7CDClarke%40cccoe.k12.ca.us%7C63bdf902410e41d9e3af08db86e4f3eb%7C2de8a868227d49aa874640b38edce763%7C1%7C0%7C638252090148374695%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5XhlaOVg0ZmSV5G015c9vO1GhwTqWkmvTqwmAGaxy3o%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sg/homelessyouth.asp




Census Day Homeless Student Enrollment 
By District



NEW Homeless Youth 
Geographic Information System (GIS) Map

How to find the Change Map:

• On the bottom left corner of the Homeless Census Day Enrollment 
by School District map, select the “Homeless Enrollment Change 
by District” tab. 

• This change map displays the difference in homeless enrollment 
between the two most recent years of data. 



Homeless Census Day Enrollment 
Change by District



District and School Site Activities



District or School Site Activities

• Work with your school district to create a 
National Homelessness Awareness Proclamation.  

• Encourage school staff and student to wear 
green in honor of Homeless Youth Awareness 
Month.  

• Create or distribute bracelets to raise awareness. 
• Order green ribbon stickers or green ribbon pins 

to pass along to others to call attention to this 
important issue.

• Encourage staff, administrators, and students to 
participate in Wear Green Day.



School Site Activities

• Coordinate a drive for non-perishable 
food, backpacks, school supplies or 
hygiene items

• Create holiday food baskets to share 
with needy families

• “Sponsor” a family for the holidays for 
gifts

• Hold a Poetry or Essay Contest



Make Presentations

• School Board
• School Staff Meetings
• Parent Meetings



Provide Trainings and Resources

• National Center for Homeless 
Education Self-paced online trainings

• California Department of Education – 
Homeless Education webinars

• HETAC Recorded webinars

• SchoolHouse Connection webinars

• National Association for the Education 
of Homeless Children and Youth 
Webinars

https://nche.ed.gov/self-paced-online-training/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/hs/cy/
https://www.hetac.org/resources/hetac-resources
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/learn/webinars/
https://naehcy.org/webinar/


Community Activities



Presentations to the Community 

• County Homeless Continuum of 
Care November meeting

• Local City Council
• Community-Based Organizations



Partner on local Homeless Awareness 
Activities

• Participate or co-host a 
community forum or video 
screening and panel 
discussion.

• Partner on cross-training events 
with homeless service 
providers.

• Host a food drive in 
collaboration with the local 
food bank or community 
organization.



California Department of Education 
Resources
• Check out the wealth of information that 

CDE has to offer on homeless education at: 
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/hs/cy/

• Post homeless education rights posters at 
schools sites, the district  office, and in the 
community where students and families 
frequent to increase awareness.

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/hs/cy/


Other HY Awareness Month Resources

• California Youth Crisis Line (California Coalition for Youth)
• Early Childhood Homelessness webpage (SchoolHouse Connection)
• Higher Education Homelessness webpage (SchoolHouse Connection)
• Preventing and Ending Youth Homelessness in America (Annie E. Casey 

Foundation)
• The HOPE Center for College, Community, and Justice website (The 

HOPE Center; focus: higher education basic needs insecurity)
• Voices of Youth Count website (Chapin Hall)
• Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) Data on Student Homelessness 

webpage (SchoolHouse Connection)

https://calyouth.org/cycl/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/learn/early-childhood/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/learn/higher-education/
https://www.aecf.org/resources/preventing-and-ending-youth-homelessness-in-america
https://hope.temple.edu/
https://voicesofyouthcount.org/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/yrbs/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/yrbs/


• A national organization promoting success for 
children and youth experiencing homelessness, 
from birth through higher education.

• Engages in strategic advocacy and provide 
technical assistance in partnership with early 
care and education professionals (including 
school district homeless liaisons and state 
homeless education coordinators), young 
people, service providers, advocates, and local 
communities.

• https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/ 

National Organizations

• A national membership association dedicated to 
educational excellence for children and youth 
experiencing homelessness. 

• Through state and federal policy and technical 
assistance, NAEHCY works to changes systems 
so all children and youth can learn, succeed 
academically, and achieve their dreams.

• http://www.naehcy.org/ 

https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/
http://www.naehcy.org/


Planning Tips

• Start planning early and get as many 
people involved as possible.

• Think about creative ways to 
publicize the month and raise 
awareness.

• Recruit partners!
• If you are planning events think 

about location and how many 
volunteers might be needed.



Questions? Comments?



Thank you for participating in a California HETAC 
technical assistance offering.  Please take a few minutes 

to fill out this evaluation. 
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