Choice & Magnet Programs

March 22, 2(
Dr. Michael H




e Purpose of Choice & Magnet Programs
e History of Choice & Magnet in D5

e About Choice & Magnet Programs

e 2020-2021 Timeline, Application, &

Selection Process




e (ives options to the community

e Keeps all schools viable

e Allows students to explore their
interests

e Aligns with the educational landscape




Types of Choice & Magnet Programs

Schools open to Choice

» Based on available space

Magnet Schools

» Whole school model - lottery based
e Criteria based model - selection

» Schools within a school - can be lotteryor



Implementation of Magnet Schools
and Programs in School District Five

Dutch Fork Escolares Academy Leaﬁfi:ﬂ'rﬁ .
High School at Harbison West Elementary
STEM Magnet Elementary
s 2012

Irmo High IB LEAP/STEM at
Diploma Leaphart
Programme Elementary

2005 2008




Implementation of Magnet Schools
and Programs in School Dlstnct Five
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M Any student who will be
: in grades 2-5 may

£ apply. Applicants will be §

evaluated based on

8 academic test scores in §
: § students to develop to
achievement. Qualifying §

areas of aptitude and

students may apply to
participate in the
Escolares Academy
Academic Magnet
program.

ESCOLARES
ACADEMY

Escolares Academy is a
full-day magnet
program providing the
curriculum and
supports needed for

their maximum
potential by utilizing
hands-on equations,
critical thinking and
document-based
questions.

| AM Escolares
provides curriculum
beyond an honors
program within the
International Academic

: Magnet at Irmo Middle.

Students focus on
Inquiry by exploring
the world through a
focus on the United
Nations Sustainable
Development Goals.

This Is Escolares

challenges students with

honors and AP
coursework tailored to
enrich student skills in
research, writing,
mathematic
understanding, and
scientific inquiry while

simultaneously increasing

global mindedness and
intercultural
understanding.

INTERNATIONAL
BACCALAUREATE

1

Students choose between
two internationally
recognized programmes, IB
Career-related or IB
Diploma, and pursue an
academically rigorous two-
year study. Both
programmes broaden the
educational experience by
challenging students to
apply knowledge and skills
at the highest level of
academic study.




Choice & Magnet Timeline 2020-2021

e Magnet Fair - Nov. 12, 5:30pm e Notification Emails

e [nformation Nights o Criteria-based Programs:
e Application Windows Ja"-_15
o Escolares Academy: o Choice & Magnet
Nov. 12 - Dec. 13 Programs: Feb. 5
o Secondary Criteria-based: o Acceptance window: Feb.
Dec.7- Jan 10 5-14
o Choice & Magnet: o Choice & Magnet window
Jan.11- Jan 24 closed: Feb. 14 f,_m



Choice/Magnet Transportation

- Provided to SHHS through hubs

- Provided for the Discover 5 magnet
schools/programs

- Not provided to other magnet
schools/programs
- Not provided to schools “opento
choice” A



One online application for Choice & Magnet programs with 3
application windows

o Must provide necessary information for criteria-based magnets (STEM)

Choice & Magnet programs use a random lottery for selection

o Criteria-based magnets are an exception and selection is based on
qualifications

All notifications come from the Magnet Office

Once a student has been accepted and enrolled in a Choice:
Magnet school, they will be able to remain until the highes

grade. There is no need to reapply each year.




Employee Choice & Hardship

{2 Employees who wish for their child to attend a magnet
school MUST apply through the online application

L2 Employees interested in non magnet school choice will
follow the employee choice process outlined in Board
Policy, JEBA, Intra District Transfer and Withdrawal

I Families and employees interested in a different
school outside of the application window must request
“Hardship” through the Office of Planning &
Administration VZSTIN
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How Can You Help?

o Understand the application and lottery process

o Be aware of application windows and timeline and
communicate with families

o Direct families to the Choice & Magnet FAQs
o Zoned students to a magnet school do not need to apply™

e Encourage families to visit and explore all programs to find
the best overall “fit” for their student

e Present comprehensive information about each magnet
school or program and provide benefits of each program

e Refrain from recommending one program over another |

Superintendent’s Priority #3 & #4 S JENEL
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